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No. I

ON THE POLITICAL POWER OF THE SIKHS
BEYOND THE INDUS.

BY CAPTAIN BURNES.

The power of the Sikhs westward of the Indus may be said to be confined to
the plain country. It can only be enforced in the mountains by the presence of an
army, and in some of the hilly tracts, even bordering on the river, the Mahomedans
successfully resist it. The strength of their country, and not their power, enables
them to cope with Maharaja Runjeet Sing. The low country on the other hand is
under complete subjection to Lahore, the Derajat without the presence of a regular
force, which is however necessary in the Plain of Peshawer. For six degrees of
Latitude, from 34° 30’ North down to 28° 30, or the frontiers of Sinde, the Sikhs
have either possession of the country west of the river, or exercise some kind of
influence over it. An enumeration in detail of the condition of the different petty
states, will best bear out these observations.

2. The most northern territory with which Runjeet Sing has been brought
into collision, west of the Indus, is that of Poyndu Khan Turnowlee, a Moghul by
descent.

The possessions of this chief consisted of asmall but rich tract of country eastward
of the Abooseen (so the Indus is here called) in Puklee, yielding yearly about a lac
of rupees. Of this the Sikhs have deprived him. He yet holds the fort of Chut-
toorbye, on an island in the Indus, about 10 miles north of Derbund, and a country
of about 240 square miles on the west bank. From this tract the Sikhs draw no
tribute, and even on the east bank they hold their possession with difficulty, Poyndu
Khan making continual forays across the river and carrying off prisoners, on whose
ransom he supports himself, and his people. He has about 500 horse, and keeps
up about 2000 infantry, most of whom are natives of Hindoostan. These were
drawn into this country by the fanatic Syud Ahmed, who was slain by the
Sikhs in 1831.

3. Succeeding Poyndu Khan’s country, and below Derbund, lies the district of
Sittana, about 15 miles north of Torbaila. It is held with a very small tract, by
Syud Akbar, a holy man, who is much reveréd by the Mahomedans in this country.
He has no tribute to pay to the Sikhs, nor are he or his few subjects molest-
ed by them.*

® Lieutenant eech ascended the right bank of the Indus opposite to Derbuud, and to him Iam
indebted for these particulars.
A
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Euzoofzyes.

Plain of Peshawer.
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4. Below these petty districts, and in from them lie the territories of the
Euzoofzyes, a numerous and powerful tribe of Affghans, whom the Sikhs controul
by retaining a regular force cantoned in the plain country north of Attock, between
the Indus, and river of Cabool. This body is protected from surprise by Jangeera, a
fort of some strength built on the north bank of the river of Cabool, about 5 miles
from where it falls into the Indus. The Euzoofzyes are the tribe from which the
Ruler of Lahore experienced so much opposition in his approaches on Peshawer, and
with whom some of his most sanguinary conflicts have taken place. The late Sirdar
Huree Sing, who has just fallen in the battle of Jumrood, was in the habit of making
yearly incursions among the Euzoofzyes, buming their villages and crops, and
demanding horses, &c. in tribute. At different times he has destroyed the villages
of Topee, Minee, Kota, Moonara, and Beeree, which belong to the Otmauzye
Euzoofzyes. From these he used to exact about 60 horses, but two years since, by
mutual agreement a tax of 4 rupees per house was fixed in lieu of every demand.
This is however only rendered to the force which overawes them. The sum realiz~
ed sometimes amounts to 60,000 rupees. The principal person among the Euzoof-
zyes is Futteh Khan, Chief of Punjtar, whose territories to the west are bounded by
Swat and Hushtnuggur. He has about 1500 foot, and 200 horse, beside village
(ooloosee) troops. He has sent horses and hawks to the Sikhs, but pays no regular
tribute.* He will not allow an agent of the Sikhs to enter his country. He has
greater means of resisting than his more southern neighbours.

5. The plain of Peshawer is the most northern actual conquest of the Sikhg
west of the Indus. For many years it yielded an annual tribute of horses and rice
to Lahore; but in 1834, when the ex-king Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk made the attempt
to recover his kingdom, by an attack on Candahar, Runjeet Sing seized upon
Peshawer, and has since rctained it. It is stated that the Maharaja’s design in
seizing Peshawer, was to counteract the power of the Shah, should he re-establish
himself on his throne, but there is more reason to believe that his foresight did not
extend thus far, and that Sirdar Huree Sing, from a long residence on the Attock,
and incessant wars with the Mahomedans, urged him to the step, and succeeded
against his own better judgment. The policy of the conquest was always dubious,
and has been throughout a source of much anxiety, and latterly a cause of disaster,
and the loss of Sirdar Huree Sing’s life. Previous to its conquest Peshawer was
held by a branch of the Barukzye family, under Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and his
brothers, who realized a yearly revenue of upwards of eight lacs of rupees. The
assessment under Lahore amounted to 10 lacs, and this sum has since been realized
by the French Officer (M. Avitabili) who fixed it. A small portion of it, however;
reaches the coffers of the Sikhs, for, at the present time, Sooltan Mahomed Khan
and his brothers possess jagheers to the amount of 4} lacs of rupees, and hold Cohat,
Hushtnuggur, and the Doaba, the richest portion of the plain. The country of the
Khululs, yielding about a lac of rupees, is entirely deserted, and that of the
Monunds, which is nearly as valuable, is only half cultivated. Six out of ten lacs

® An Agent of this Chief waited upon me with a letter tenderiug his master’s allegiance to the British
Government, and offering to pay the usual tribute. Finding bis country adjoined Kaffiristan, I made some
enquiries regarding it, and the Agent immediately offered to commute the tribute of horses into oue of
young Kaffirs, thinking the change of terms would be more scceptable !



are thus expended, and, besides these, lands are alienated to religious persons,
and a large garrison is kept up at Peshawer, and much additional expence
is incurred, so that Peshawer is a drain on the finances of the Lahore
State, with the additional disadvantage of being so situated as to lead the Sikhs into
constant collision with desperate enemies, who are only powerless because they
want money. In the city of Peshawer the Sikhs have built a fort on the site of
Bala Hissar. It is strong, and in the late war afforded protection to the wealthier
inhabitants. They have also sought to strengthen their position by erecting a new
fort, called Futtehghur, near Jamrood, apposite the Khyber pass. It is a square of
about 300 yards, protecting an octagonal fort, in the centre of which is a lofty mass
of building commanding the surrounding country. This fort is dependent on the
mountain streams for its water, which the Affghans can and do dam up; a well, how-
ever, has been sunk, but at a depth of 170 feet water has not been found; but, from
indications in the soil, may be expected. With this defence the position will bea
troublesome one, for the Afreedees and Khyberees consider it meritorious to injure
the Sikhs, and during two days that we halted at it, drove off a herd of camels, and
murdered two Sikhs who had gone a couple of miles from camp.

6. Between the plain of Peshawer, and the salt range at Kala Bagh, lies the
country of the Khuttuks and Sagree Afghans. The Khuttuks are divided into the
petty Chiefships of Acora and Teree. Acora lies east of the plain of Peshawer, on
the river of Cabool, and its Chief, Hussan Khan serves the Sikhs, and is permitted
to hold his country in consequence. The Khuttuks of Acora, who live in the hills,
are not however subject to Runjeet Sing. The southern division, under the Chief
of Teree, is able to assert its independence, in so far as that he refuses to pay a
direct tribute, though he acknowledges the supremacy of Sooltan Mahomed Khan,
who is but a servant of the Sikhs. When Peshawer fell first into the hands of Run-
jeet Sing, he stationed a Sikh Officer in Cohat and Bungush; but he found it next to
impossible to manage the country directly under himself, and has since wisely con-
fided it to the ex-Chief of Peshawer. By this means a small tribute of about 1000
rupees per annum is drawn from Teree in the plain of Bungush, which lies west~
ward of the Khuttuk country. Below the Khuttuks lie the Sagree Patans, a tribe
entirely independent of the Sikhs. They hold the country on the west bank for
nearly 30 miles above Kala Bagh, and also possess it on the oppesite bank as high
as the plain commencing at Husn Abdal. They are shepherds, and have numerous
flocks. From Attock to Kala Bagh, it will therefore be seen that the Sikhs have
little or no power along the line of the Indus. The inhabitants, during the last
campaign, resisted the ascent of boats from Kala Bagh, to construct the bridge of
boats, till Sooltan Mahomed Khan interceded ; and had the Sikhs met with further
reverses at Jumrood, the Khuttuks were ready to attack them on their retreat to
Attock, as they passed the defile of Geedur Gullee.* The number of the Khuttuk
tribe is variously stated at 6 and 8000 armed men.

7. 'The town of Kala Bagh, so famous for its rock salt, is subject to Runjeet
Sing, but beld by a native Malik, or Chief, who pays 10,000 rupees yearly to Lahore,

® Lieutenant Wood passed through the country of the Khuttuks and Sagrees, and on his suthority I
am enabled to state the precise condition of this tract,

Khuttuks & Sagrees

Kala Bagh.



Eesakbyl.

Bunnoo.

Murwut.

Tak.

Dera Ismael Khan

though he collects 32,000. The situation of the Malik is very unsatisfactory, for
he is surrounded on all sides by the enemies of the Sikhs, with whom he is obliged
to live on friendly terms, that they may not injure him when the Sikh troops are
withdrawn. Kala Bagh is an important position to the Maharaja, as it is here that
he crosses his army to make inroads, and levy tribute upon the tribes, which we shall
presently speak of. The subjection of Kala Bagh is complete.

8. Following the course of the Indus is the country of the Eesakhyl Affghans,
which extends to within thirty miles of the province of Dera Ismael Khan. It is a
strong and mountainous strip of land, and in its valleys, finely watered and well
peopled. The Sikhs have however approached it from Puharpoor, on the south, and
also from Kala Bagh, and exact pretty regularly a tribute of 34,000 rupees per
annum. To enforce their authority, a detachment was last year stationed in the
country, but the whole party were massacred during a rise of the population, and the
present Chief, Ahmed Khan, who has the character of a humane and good man, has
resisted all attempts to replace the detachment, though he acknowledges allegiance to
Lahore, and agrees to pay his tribute. The mountains of Eesakhyl and Khussoor
rise so abruptly from the Indus, that, but for the access to this country on other
sides, it might make successful resistance, and the latest intelligence from this
neighbourhood reports, that the Eesakhyls are to be left to govern themselves with-
out a garrison, if they pay their tribute.

9. In from Eesakhyl lies the district of Bunnoo, intersected by the Koorum
river, which renders it rich and fertile, and excites the cupidity of the Sikhs. The
Lahore troops have frequently entered Bunnoo, and did so last year exacting tribute
from it of a lac of rupees. They receive nothing without a large force, and one is
generally sent every second year. In the times of the kings, Bunnoo paid an yearly
tribute of 1 lac and 40,000 rupees, and the flatness of the country will always ena-
ble the most powerful Chief in the neighbourhood to exact something from it.
The Sikhs have no troops in Bunnoo, and enter it by the village of Lukhee.

10. South of Bunnoo lies Murwut. A tribute of 28,000 rupeces is exacted
from this district; but, as in Bunnoo, an armed force is necessary. It is a country
rich in grain, which is sent down the Indus to Dera Ismael Khan.

11. The district of Tak adjoins the province of Dera Ismacl Khan, and being
partly in the plains, is now held subject to Lahore. At present it forms part of the
jagheer of Nou Nihal Sing, and is farmed for one lac and 20,000 rupees; but the
amount realized is varying, though certain, a Sikh force being located in the country.
The Chiefs, for some years, paid a tribute of 100 camels and 25,000 rupees ; but they
have now left the country and fled to Cabool. The only enemics of which the Sikhs
here stand in awe are the Wuzeerees, a barbarous tribe of Affghans, who inhabit the
mountains to the westward, and sometimes descend and plunder in the low country.

12. The next tract we come upon in descending the Indus is Dera Ismael
Khan, which formed one of the Governments of the Dooranees. It was taken per-
manent possession of last year by the Sikhs, and assigned as a Jagheer to Nou Nihal
Sing, the grandson of the Maharaja. The breach of faith in seizing it renders the



Sikh administration very unpopular, for on the conquest of Mankaira, east of the
Indus, the ruler of Lahore assigned Dera Ismael Khan in perpetuity to the Nawab
after a brave and memorable defence. Its revenue exceeds 4} lacs of rupees, which
is drawn from the town itself to Paharpoor north, Kaheeree south, and Drabund
weat, including Kolaichee, Koye, and the tribute of Eesakhyl. The ex-ruler is
pensioned on 60,000 rupees a year, and as the following statement will show, but
half the balance reaches the young Prince.

Net Revenue of Dera Ismael Khan, ..... cresesnssruesssnacssres ..4,25,000
Ezxpenses.
Pension to the ex-Nawab, c.cccccerienannees ceesecreess 60,000
Poyndu Khan for 100 horse, ............ cesseresaes 28,000
Hyat Oollah for... 55 do, oeveerensinnsereniiinnann 16,000
Husn Khan......... 60 do.y .ecreene cecenne ceseseresane 21,000
Ashik Khan ...... 67 do,, ..... ceeercncecenens cecesee 18,200
Sikundur Khan ... 24 do, . eccececenencnes cesrsscenas 8,000
Lukmee Mul ...... 25 do,, «ceeeet ceecens ceesesreesese 9,000

No. of horses 331

Jagheers.

Futteh Sing Man, .cccoeveeeenceescerisceenninniennseeees 10,000
Jugut Singye.icieeriiessneniessiiisanninciniiiiiiaiin. 17,000

Bye Seik, cicccrnneseiniiiensancinees R, «. 5,000
Managing Dewan, ....coieieeeeciiieicesicniennniienens 14,000
Alms, ....... cosessesennasasesnes crencansesssnsererene eesess 10,000
Net Expenses ..... tesessecastesscnserssnsernsasesscnssansescessossesse06,200
Receipts.
Taxes from Kaheree to Eesakhyl, ......... cesseeeas 1,560,000
Town duties of Paharpoor, Dera Ismael, &c. esti- 68,800
mated at ........ cecssncacee
Net Receipts, Rupees ........ essesesssseseseeseserssn s assssseresss2y 18,800

Total Rupees...... 4,25,000

The seizure of Dera Ismael Khan, it is stated, has been urged upon the Maha~
raja to strengthen his position in Peshawer, but the places have no connexion with
one another, and are separated by the Khuttuk country which is impervious to any
force but a large one, though a gun road passes through it. The Lahore Chief will
have mno difficulty in retaining Dera Ismael Khan, for the people are less warlike
than their neighbours, and a great portion of the inhabitants are addicted to com-
merce, and have an interest in the peace and tranquility of the country.

B



DeraGhazee Khan,

13. South of Dera Ismael Khan lies the large tract of Dera Ghazee Khan,
which extends as far west as the mountains, and along the Indus to Sinde. These
two provinces are generally known by the name of Derajat. Dera Ghazee Khan
was conquered by the Sikhs about 25 years ago, but it was not their policy
at that time to hold any permanent possession westward of the Indus, and it
was farmed to the Chief of Bhawulpoor, who mismanaged it grossly till it
was resumed in 1832. It has since become a most flourishing territory for
which M. Ventura may claim every credit. Below Kaheree the districts of
Gunung Sangur, Dena, and Hunund Dorjel succeed each other, extending south
of Mithun, and are richly watered by numerous streamlets from the hills, the prin-
cipal of which are the Goomul, Rumul, Vahoor, Sungur, and Shoree. These, with
the strip of land on the east bank of the Indus called Cuchee, now yield a revenue
of 8} or 9 lacs of rupees. The amount would be much greater if a money tribute
were not exacted in room of grain, one which distresses the cultivators. Sikh
authority is established to the base of the hills, and the mountaineers, the Stooree-
annees, &c. even pay for the lands which they are allowed to cultivate in the low
country. The only turbulent portion of this tract lies to the south near Hunund
and Dorjel, which are acquisitions from the Brahooees of a late date, and being
molested by the Doomkees, Muzarees, &c. require a watchful eye. Otherwise the
Sikh rule is paramount in this country,—their Grinth, or holy book, is placed in
mosques and sometimes in temples built for it, the cow is a sacred animal and, no
Mahomedan raises his voice in praying to his God, the clearest proofs of conquest,
but at the same time, an interference so impolitic that on the slightest reverse
westward of the Indus, the subdued and sullen population are ready to rise en masse

’ upon the invaders of their soil, whose position, for a portion of every seasonm, is

further endangered by the inundation of the Indus during which it cannot be bridged,
and is with difficulty passed by an army.
ALEX. BURNES,
On a Mission to Cabool,

Camp, on the Cabool river, near
Julalabad, Bth Sept. 1837.




No. II

ON THE PERSIAN FACTION IN CABOOL.

To W. H. MACNAGHTEN, Esquirk,
Secretary to the Government of India,

Fort WiLLiAM.
SIr,

I have now the honor to report the result of my enquiries on
the subject of Persian influence in Cabool, and the exact power which the Kuzzil-
bash (or Persian) party resident in this city exercise over the politics of Affghanis-
tan. Since any ascendancy on the part of Persia or her allies in this quarter must
either have its origin, or be chiefly brought about by means of the Persian faction
in the country, it becomes highly important to note the history of these tribes, their
rise, progress and present condition. '

2. In the beginning of the last century the feebleness of the Persian monarchy
excited the cupidity of the Affghans, who overran the fairer portion of that King-
dom, and possessed themselves of Ispahan. Their successes called forth the ener-
gies of the great Nadir, who not only drove the Affghans from Persia, but annexed
the whole of their own territories to his empire, and turning their swords against
India, with an army of Persians and Affghans, sacked it precisely an hundred years
ago. During these wars the conqueror deemed it politic to fix some native tribes in the
lands he had subdued, and to this policy we owe the Colony of Persians now settled
in Cabool, which, when first located, amounted to less than two thousand families.

8. The people composing it consist of three divisions, 1st, the Juwansheer—
2d, the Ufsheers, and 3d, the Moorad Khanees, the whole being designated by the
general name of Goolam Khanee or Ghoolami Shah, servants of the King. The
Juwansheers are a clan of Toorks from Sheeshu. There are various divisions includ-
ed among them, such as the Koort, the Shah Sumund, the Syah Munsoor, &c. and
they form the principal portion of the Kuzzilbashes. They consist of 2,500 families,
and occupy a separate quarter of Cabool, called the Chandoul, which is surrounded
by high walls. Their Chief is Khan Sheereen Khan; the Ufsheers are also Toorks
and of the tribe to which Nadir himself belonged. There are 300 families of them
who live in a strong fort, about 3 miles from Cabool, under Goolam Hoosein Khan.
The last division, the Moorad Khanee, is comprised of all the Persians, who have
from time to time settled in this country. Fifteen hundred families of them reside
together under Mihr Alli Khan, and five other Chiefs. Besides these there are 700
others in the fort of the Byats, a division of the tribe under Mahomed Khan.
It will be thus seen that there are at this time 4,000 Kuzzilbash families in
Cabool, from which a force of from four to five thousand men could be levied on
an emergency for the purposes of war. The number has been generally considered
greater than this detailed statement, but the whole of the Sheah population in and
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about Cabool is then included in the calculation, and among these the Huzaras, who
would furnish twice as many men as the Persians.

4. On Nadir Shah’s assassination many of the Persians fled from Cabool to their
native country, but Ahmed Shah Dooranee, who succeeded to the authority of Nadir,
conciliated a portion of them, whom he retained in his pay, and found of eminent
service throughout his active reign in which they became an organized body, acting
under a Khan, who was directly responsible to the Shah, while the Kuzzilbashes
themselves only acknowledged their own Chief. Matters seem to have continued in
this state for about 53 years, during which the Persians acquired such power that
the Kings found it necessiry to favor them by large stipendiary allowances, granted,
in some instances, even to minors, and as the Sudozye monarchy declined, their
support became indispensible to the personal security of the King. In the reign
of Shah Zuman, the Chief of the Juwansheers was put to death, and from that time
a want of confidence in the Kings of Cabool, on the part of the Kuzzilbashes, is to
be traced till they almost cease to appear as a body in the affairs of the State. The
superior intelligence possessed by all Persians readily befits them for employment
among the Affghans, and from war many became Secretaries (Meerzas) and Stewards
(Nazirs) to the different Chiefs, others took to agriculture and merchandize, and
some are at present shopkeepers in Cabool. It would at one time have been danger-
ous to entertain any Persian without their Khan’s permission, but with the loss of
Military employment, or rather withdrawal from it, their pay ceased, and the grow-
ing wants of many drove them to the occupations which I have stated, though a por-
tion of them have always continued in the service of the Ruler of Cabool, as is the
case at the present time.

5. Since the whole of the Persians in Cabool are Sheahs, and the national per~
suasion of the Affghans is Soonnee, the position of the Kuzzilbashes was full of dan-
ger; it was at any time possible to turn political dispute into religious difference, and
there are various instances in the history of the Cabool monarchy in which these have
threatened their very existence. Of late these fears have not been diminished, and since
the overthrow of the monarchy, the walls which surround the Juwansheer quarter of
the city havebeen heightened and improved, and I observe alterations even since 1832.
At one time they were not afraid to live outside of the city, but common interest has
now led the whole of the Persians to congregate together as the best means of
warding off danger. They would have willingly left the city of Cabool, and fixed
themselves at a distance like the Ufsheers, in a detached fort, but this they have
found impossible, and their situation in the Chundool or quarter of the Juwansheers
is now so completely commanded that an infuriated population might readily over-
power them. The Persians themselves are therefore intently bent on adding to their
own strength by intrigues around them, and, though their Military influcnce has
declined their power in this way is more considerable than before, since every man of
rank has Persians for his Secretaries, and all the lome and foreign correspondence
is in their hands, by which their influence ramifics in every direction.

6. The Persians of Cabool attached themselves to the Vizier Futteh Khan, and
fought against Persia in his Ilerat campaign. They have long sought for a master
who would consolidate them as in former times, and they have, at times, entered into



correspondence with Shah Shooja, but they have especially attached themselves to
the Vizier's brother, the present ruler of Cabool, and with the greater avidity, as his
mother was of their tribe. Dost Mahomed Khan availed himself to the fullest extent
of their support, and it was long considered by many that he was even favorable to
Sheah doctrines, but he has either had the discrimination to see that these would
be fatal to supremacy among his countrymen, or never in sincerity entertained them.
This he proclaimed to the world when about four years ago he took the title of
Ameer, which has a religious signification, and, from that time, the Kuzzilbashes
have ceased to centre their hopes in him. He himself has also withdrawn much of
his confidence from the party, reduced the number of those in his pay to about 1,000

or 1,200 persons, and part of their salaries he has retrenched. The headmen receive
'about 58,000 rupees per annum, and the total derivable from the state by the rest
may amount to about a lac of rupees, each horseman receiving 84 rupees per annum.
Even in public he does not conceal his contempt for their creed, and what is perhaps-
more bitterly felt, his avowed opinions of their wanting courage in the field, as exhi-

bited in his campaigns with the ex-King at Candahar, and lately at Peshawur. In
the former instance he is stated to have placed the Afghans on both flanks of the
Kuzzilbashes with secret instructions to fire on them if they fled. At Peshawur it
is very certain that the party were backward in fighting, none of them were killed,
and a piece of pleasantry is attributed to the Ameer, who said, that he never remem-
bered a Kuzzilbash to have fallen in his service! But Dost Mahomed Khan may
have mistaken a want of inclination originating from disappointed hopes for a want
of courage. Certain it is that of late he has sought to raise a body of regular troops,
disciplined by Europeans, but he has hitherto completely failed ; and if he consulted
his interests he would seek no other support than that which he may command
from the hill people about Cabool, and the native Afghan tribes, who do now serve

and would willingly, on good pay, devote themselves to him. It would also undoubt-
edly add to his strength if he drew at the same time the Kuzzilbashes nearer to him,
for, according to a profound political maxim, he should put it out of these men’s
power to injure, before he insults them, and they may materially promote his fortines.

7. While Persian influence is thus declining, it appears a strange contradiction
to record that Dost Mahomed Khan has sought for alliance with Persia as the best
means which occurred to him to support his power. He admitted into his councils
a native Persian of some talent, but bad character, the Naib Abdool Sumut, who
has since been disgraced and fled to Persia, and the advice of this man, with that of
Mahomed Khan Byat, a Kuzzilbash, raised by him, and much in his confidence, as
well as that of several interested persons, induced the Ameer to seek for support
from Persia, and with this have revived the hopes of the Kuzzilbash faction, though
their support would probably be directed, under Persian influence, to a master who
more appreciated them than Dost Mahomed Khan. The whole party see however
in the alliance certain benefit to their own condition, and in consequence do what in
them lies to promote the intercourse. It is thus that the Persian community in
Cabool have viewed the arrival of an Agent of the British Government in this
quarter with suspicion, if not open dissatisfaction. They would cling to the British,
or any power which supported them, but it is more natural that they first seek to
attach themselves to the country from which they originally sprung, and to which they

C
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are allied by a common religion, more dear as it is rendered to them by impending
danger. The Shah of Persia has not been slow in responding to Dost Mahomed
Khan's desire for an alliance, an Elchee has been sent with robes and presents in
return, and is now at Candahar, but he has appeared at a time most unfavorable to
his master, when the attention of the British Government is directed to Affghanistan,
and which goes far to discredit him with all parties, and even to damp the hopes of
the Kuzzilbashes; it is even doubtful if he will advance to Cabool, and it is certain if
he does so, that any offer which he may make, will never be placed in the balance
against those of the British Government. The King of Persia desires to add Herat
to his dominions, and the Chiefs of Candahar and Cabool might certainly aid him in
his designs, but the probabilities of a return for such good offices are more dubious,
and it is this which inclines the Chiefs of Affghanistan, and him of Cabool in particular,
to seek to improve their intimacy with the British Government. It is nearer to them,
far more powerful than Persia, and with it a connexion would not be viewed by the
Affghan nation in the unfavorable light which afi alliance with a Sheah or a Hindoo
power would certainly be in this Soonnee country.

8. It is well known here that the young King of Persia has turned his earnest
attention to Herat. The most outrageous conduct of the ruler and his minister in
bhaving sold into slavery the greater part, or if not the whole Sheah population, of the
city, would justify any attack on the part of Persia, but I doubt the ability of that
power single-handed to attack Herat. If she succeeds in humbling Kamran without
the co-operation of the Affghan Chiefs, it must be through the influence of Russia, by
whose counsels there can be very little doubt she is directed to Herat. Persia
itself, as I have observed, has grounds for provocation, but I find Russia is not the
less interested, and that she directs her attention to Herat to improve her commerce
with Toorkistan, and her position in the East generally, and it is seen, has not been
dilatory in availing herself of the openings lately given by messengers from the
Affghan Chiefs to the Shah, by whom her Ambassador at Tehran transmitted
communications. I shall reserve what I have to say regarding the commercial
views of Russia in that quarter for an early and more fitting opportunity,-
when I come to that portion of my instructions which directs me to report on the
measures adopted by that power to extend her commerce, and influence in
Central Asia.

9. In this country however the Chiefs will have little mercy to expect from a
King of Persia, “if his influence extends to Herat, and the less so if it has been es-
tablished without any co-operation from them. It has been seen too from the state
of the Kuzzilbash faction which bas been described, that they afford at all times facili-

: ties for intriguing in Cabool, and with a Persian power, 8o near as Herat, of a nature
. that may soon become dangerous. The only counterpoise to it that could benefit

British interests in this quarter would spring from the Ameer of Cabool being ad-
vised to shew to these tribes a greater degree of favor than they now enjoy, which,
since they cannot be removed from his country, would be a sound and safe policy.
By pursuing it he might perhaps contrive to live on friendly terms with Persia, and
since the party is too weak to be turned against the native Affghan tribes, their
jealousy and their fear would be alike allayed. If, on the other hand Persian influ-

~—
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ence is allowed to be established in this country, that of Russia must follow. Should
" the attempt of Persia prove unsuccessful, we may look for some such fate to the
Kuzzilbashes in Cabool, as befel the Janissaries under the Sultan Mahmood. Only
that it will be more certain, since those soldiers held a power in the Ottoman Empire,
which was never enjoyed by the Persians in this Kingdom.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) A. BURNES,

On a Mission to Cabool.
Cabool, 14th October, 1837.

ABSTRACT.

Captain Burnes on a mission to Cabool, makes a special report on the influence
of the Kuzzilbash (Persian) party in Affghanistan, traces its rise from Nadir Shah to
the present time, exhibits the means of intrigue which it presents to any power, but

particularly to Persia and Russia, from all the correspondence in this country being
carried on by Kuzzilbashes.

(Signed)  A. BURNES,

On a Mission to Cabool.
~ (True Copy)

W. H. MACNAGHTEN,

Secretary to the Govt. of India,
with the Governor General
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SUPPLEMENTARY PAPER ON THE PERSIAN
FACTION IN CABOOL.

(Copy.)

To W. H. MACNAGHTEN, Esquire,
Secretary to the Government of India,
Forr WiLLiaM.
Sir,
In a communication addressed to you on the 14th of October

last, I had the honor to state for the information of the Right Honorable the Go-
vernor General of India in Council, the result of my enquiries regarding the power
of the Kuzzilbash or Persian faction in Affghanistan. I have now the honor to report
an overture which was made to me by this party, and which appears calculated to
throw further light on their influence.

2. Since our reaching Cabool the Persian party, as I have noticed in several
of my despatches, have been naturally chagrined, and I have had little opportunity
of communicating with them, though I have a personal acquaintance with Khban
Sheereen Khan their Chief, who invited me to his house when last in Cabool. One
individual however Naib Mahomed Shureef, a Kuzzilbash merchant of some proper-
ty and respectability, with whom I travelled from Peshawer to Cabool in 1832,
sought an early renewal of our acquaintance, and invited me to his country-house,
where I passed a day with him.

3. When this gentleman visited me, a few days ago, he took the opportunity
of making it a political, as well as a friendly interview. He stated to me that Khan
Sheereen Khan had been displeased with him for not inviting him to the party at his
house, and, that, as he had lost the opportunity of conversing with me, and did not
like to come to the Bala Hissar, he had charged him (Mahomed Shureef) to assure
me how anxious the Kuzzilbashes of Cabool were to serve the British Government,
and that they should not be left out in any arrangement which it might contemplate
in this country; that the Kuzzilbashes had always exercised great power in Cabool,
that they were an independent body, and only wanted a head to be as great as ever;
that the Affghans hated them for their creed, but that they had been yet able to keep
their own, that they were indebted to Shah Mahomed and his Vizier Futteh Khan,
for some of the protection they enjoyed, which had inclined them to the present
Ameer, whose mother was of their tribe, that this circumstance had made him Ruler
of Cabool, and the greatest man in Afghanistan, while his brother, Sooltan Mahomed
Khan, from adhering to the Affghans, to the sons of Meer Waeez, &c. was now a
servant of the Sikhs, that their services had been ill-requited, since their pay was
reduced, and Dost Mahomed Khan sowed dissensions among them by his Kuzzilbash
Influence, which prevented their doing anything; that their position in Cabool
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was dangerous, and that if a piece of ground at a distance could be got for them,
they would build a fort on it, bridle the Ameer, and all future Rulers, and prove of
eminent service to British interests in this quarter ; as besides their own power, they
could command the Huzaras, who were Sheahes, also the Ghiljees, who were more
friendly to them than the Dooranees, and that the 5,000 horse they could now turn
out, might be increased to 40,000 with such aid, if they were cherished and protected.

4 Inreply to this long message, and observations, I informed Naib"Mahomed
Shureef, that I was well aware of the influence which the Kuzzilbashes had possess-
ed in this country from the days of Nadir, and that he must so assure Khan Sheereen
Khan, but of course I did not enter into the details which he had sketched, but
requested he would thank the Chief for his friendly overtures.

5. The declaration of the Kuzzilbashes, as above given, seems to me to
possess peculiar interest and value at this time, since we have in it the light in which
they view themselves ; much of what is said is clearly correct, but the policy of
allowing such a body of men to build a fort outside Cabool is obviously what no
ruler, who was an Affghan, would submit to, and what no foreign power, Persia
excepted, would countenance, if it wished to turn the resources of this country to
its own ends ; with Persia, however, the course would be altogether different, for
such, probably would be the very first result of a successful invasion by that power,
since it would be productive of manifest and permanent advantage to her. At one

, time Timour Shah could not, without a special licence of the Moollahs, marry a
Kuzzilbash lady from their being held in the light of slaves of the King (Goolam i
Shah), but no such objection would now be raised since their relative position to-
wards the ruler is altered. While the King of Persia therefore has his thoughts so
earnestly directed to the countries eastward, the more the influence of the Kuzzil-
bashes faction, as it now exists, is proved, the more dangerous does it appear to the
well being of this country, and the tranquillity of the states bordering on the Indus.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient humble Servant,
(Signed) ALEX. BURNES,
Cabool, 5th December, 1837. On a Mission to Cabool.

ABSTRACT.

Captain Burnes on a mission to Cabool, reports an overture from the Kuzzil-
bash or Persian faction in Cabool, illustrative of their hopes, fears, and feelings,
which are expressed in a very interesting message from Khan Sheereen Khan their
Chief, states the value to be attached to them, shewing the exact power which the
Kuzzilbashes consider themselves to possess, and that in his own opinion, while the
King of Persia continues to direct his attention to the countries eastward, this faction
is moet dangerous to the well being of the states bordering on the Indus.

: (Signed) ALEX. BURNES,
On a Mission to Cabool.

H. TORRENS,
Deputy Secretary to Govt. of India,
with the Governor General.

(True Copy),
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No. IV.

ON THE POLITICAL STATE OF CABOOL.

1. In treating on Cabool it is necessary to guard the mind from including
under that head the vast kingdom, which once extended from Meshid to Dehli, and
from the ocean to Cashmeer. We are only to speak of the small and flourishing
territory which surrounds the capital of that decayed monarchy, though we shall not
fail to be struck with the miniature resemblance which it still bears to the Empire of
the Dooranees. As a city, Cabool owes more importance to its position, which is
centrical for commerce, than being the seat of a Government, and it has therefore
stemmed with success the various revolutions which have disturbed the general peace
of this country. Invigorated as it is by this independence, there are few positions in
the East better adapted for a metropolis. Its political advantages, though in a
degree inferior to its commercial ones, are enhanced by them, since Cabool has a rapid
and regular communication with the countries adjacent, and is supplied, at the same
time, with accurate information of what passes in them, and with the abundant resources
of foreign lands. It has not the wealth, nor has it the exuberant productions of
India, or even Bokhara, but it has a race of people far more hardy, who have, for the
last eight or nine centuries, enabled the possessors of Cabool to overrun the sur-
rounding countries. Dynasty after dynasty has issued from their mountains, and
used in succession, as trophies of their valour and success, the riches and the reve-
nues of the lands which they subdued. The last race of its Kings, the Sudozye
descendants of Ahmed Shah, a General of Nadir, have also been swept away, and in
their place, arises the tribe of Barukzye, who rule their native soil, and may, in time,
like their predecessors, extend the circle of their power.

2. The present ruler of Cabool is Dost Mahomed Khan the first of his tribe,
who assumed a few years ago the title of Ameer. The Chiefship comprehends the
country extending from Hindoo Koosh to the southward of Ghuzni, and from Ba-
meean to the mountains of Khyber. The eastern portion, or Julalabad is an addi-
tion since I wrote in 1832, and has increased this Chief’s revenues from eighteen to
twenty-four lacs of rupees per annum. This territory is apportioned, in separate
Governwents, to the different sons of the Ameer, a policy which is more wise than
popular. The brother who ruled Ghuzni, Ameer Khan, is dead, and that district is
also held by one of his own family. The distribution is as follows :—Meer Ufzul
Khan, the eldest son, holds Zoormut, an agricultural district east of Ghuzni. Maho-
med Akbar Khan Sirdar, the favorite son, has Julalabad, and is constituted Chief of
the Ghiljees ; Azam Khan has charge of Bameean, Beesoot, and the Huzaras,
tributary to Cabool; Hyder Khan has Ghuzni, and the son of Ameer Khan has charge
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of the Kohistan, having lately been ejected from Ghuzni to make way for the Ameer’s
son, and when another of the youths is old enough, he will probably be again removed
to make way for him. The Ameer himself governs Cabool, where he usually resides,
and along with him is his brother the Nawab Jubar Khan. He has a park of 45
guns, all of which are serviceable, about 2500 ¢ juzzalchees” or infantry, armed with
a musket as large as a wall-piece, which is used with a rest, and twelve or thirteen
thousand horse, 1-12th of whom are Kuzzilbashes. About 9,000 of these are highly
efficient. Three thousand ride the Government horses, and receive pay; a system of
raising troops called ¢ Umlaee,” new in Affghanistan, and in which Dost Mahomed
Khan considers a great portion of his strength to lie. Such is a brief account of the
means of offence and defence possessed by the Chief of Cabool.

8. To a position from which the destinies of nations may be commanded it is
to be supposed the attention of others is directed. Too weak to pursue foreign
conquests, on a large scale, the Chief of Cabool is however strong enough to-resist
those around him, and the rugged nature of his country gives to his troops a power
which frees him from every hazard. In his wars with the Sikhs, who are a very
powerful nation so long as they are ruled by their present Chief, this has
been singularly exemplified, but similar success might not attend a campaign
in any other direction, since religious animosity here inspirits the Mahome-
dan to war against the enemies of his faith. As it seems clear that no perma-
nent impression could be made by the Chief of Cabool on the conquests of
the Sikhs in the plain of Peshawur, the attention of the Affghans is probably turn-
ed in that direction from some fear of the Ruler of the Punjab pursuing his con-
quests to Cabool, but there is even less chance of permanent success to Sikh arms
in this quarter. The nature of Dost Mahomed Khan’s position is only hazardous,
as it compels him to dissipate his resources in defensive preparations, which cripple
his power, and augment the discontent of his followers, whom his revenues, at no
" time, admit of being liberally rewarded. A cessation of hostilities with the Sikhs
would release him from this evil, though it will be attended with this counterpoise,
that many of the Mahomedan tribes inhabiting the mountains of Eastern Affghanis-
tan, stretching to the valley of the Indus, who now regard the Ruler of Cabool as
the Champion of Islam, might then view him simply as an ambitious ruler seeking
for personal aggrandizement, which would certainly diminish their ardour as his
auxiliaries. From no direction but the East, however, has Dost Mahomed Khan
to fear an opponent, and a diminution of his enemies will have the same effect as an
actual increase to his resources, and with an improvement of these there cannot be
a doubt of his power being considerably enlarged. Such indeed is the military
position of Cabool, that if the Governor of the city have any stability, a sum of money
placed at his disposal can always command the presence of good troops, and the
service performed will of course be to the advantage of the donor. In the time of
the monarchy the benefit of the money thus used resulted to the State ; in the pre-
sent condition of the Chiefship it would fall to the power that advanced it, which
gives to the Ruler of Cabool no small influence in this part of Asia.

4. To the north of Cabool the mountainous regions of Hindoo Koosh make
it difficult for the Chief to extend his power, or for others to invade him. The Ruler
of Koondooz, Meer Moorad Beg, has no cordiality with Dost Mahomed Khan,
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Northera States.
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which arises from fear of his power, for if freed from employment elsewhere the Chief
of Cabool could make a successful inroad upon him. Moorad Beg’s power is consi-
derable, and it improves, but his troops excel more in a foray than war. He might
make a “chupao” on Bameean, but the retaliation would be ruinous to him. The
independent Uzbek States, west of Koondooz and Balkh, such as Siripool, Shilber-
gan, and Maimuna, keep up little or no understanding with one another, and would
fall a prey to the first power that attacked them. Bokhara to the north is protect-
ed by its remote situation in the desert, and the character for commerce and reli-
gion which it possesses. The Ruler of it has just sent an Envoy to Cabool to congra-
tulate the Chief on the successful issue of his wars with the Sikhs. The Meer of
Koondooz divined, and probably not erroneously, evils to himself from a league
that places him between two powers, any one of which might crush him, but whose
ability to do so is undoubted when bound together by friendly ties. Moorad Beg
resented the formation of this alliance, first by threatening to seize the Envoy, and
next by shutting up the road of the caravan, but his suspicions have been removed,
or for a time lulled, and a change of presents and friendly expressions has passed
between the Chiefs of Cabool and Koondooz. Not so however between the latter
Chief, and the King of Bokhara, whose dignity is offended by a fort being planted
on one of the canals of Balkh. From it Moorad Beg conducts his plundering
expeditions on the poor Huzaras, and his dislodgment from a site so profitable is not
likely to be effected by the greater moral influence of Bokhara, or by any means
but a military expedition undertaken for the purpose.

5. Candahar to the west is still held by the brothers of the Chief of Cabool,
who profess homage, if they do not at all times exhibit it. Since 1832 the ex-King,
Shooja ool Moolk, has sought to regain his lost empire near Candahar: the Chief of
Cabool promptly quitted hie own frontier, combined with his brothers, and saved
them, and himself by victory. The common interest dictated these proceedings, and
on matters which relate to the family, and the Barukzye ascendancy in Affghanistan,
the conduct and the professions of the Candahar Chiefs towards Cabool tally with one
another. They address Dost Mahomed Khan as inferiors, they seek his council as
the head of their family, and they do follow it when given. Such, however, is not
altogether the case in their relations with foreign States. Their advanced position to
the west places them in jeopardy from Herat and Persia, and at this time their alarm
has led them, if not to slight the advice of their brother in Cabool, to court an al-
liance with Persia, contrary to his avowed wishes. They declare themselves help-
less if they range their troops against Persia, since they will then have no protection
from Herat; and if that city becomes subservient to Persian interests, without a
co-operation on their part, their fate is equally certain. This however is a tempora-
ry inconvenience which a settlement of the affairs of Herat may remedy, if not, Can-
dahar itself may be overthrown, and through it the interests of Cabool most materially
affected, nor would the Kuzzilbash or Persian faction resident in Cabool, with its
present feelings, be an useless instrument in the hands of the Shah to sap the inde-
pendence of the Affghans in their capital city. On the south the Chief of Cabool
bas nothing to fear: the country which is mountainous, and in many parts barren
being held by wild Affghan tribes, who are all independent of each other, and if
they do not increase his strength, are sure not to be numbered among his
enemies. )
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6. When the great monarchies of Cabool and Persia adjoined each other, an
intercourse, usual among neighbouring nations, existed between them. A desire
to avert evil from Sikh encroachment, lately led the Chiefs of Affghanistan to sue
for a renewal of it, but at no time were the feelings between Affghans and Persians
cordial; and their sympathy, one with another, considering their difference of creed,
must ever be unnatural—much more so is any connexion at the present time, when
Persia exists as a monarchy, and Cabool is dismembered into small principalities,
yet the deeds of Nadir are held fresh in remembrance, and some ill-defined ideas of
Persian glory, at the beginning of a new reign, flitting before the Chiefs of Affghanis-
tan, contributed to their dread, and hastened their anxiety to propitiate. The zeal of
the Chief of Cabool was quickened by his solicitude, real or pretended, to war with his
infidel adversaries the Sikhs, but he seems to have forgotten that he sought to
introduce, among his countrymen, those whom they considered to be greater ene-
mies. It was also equally certain that the power of Persia, being a consolidated
one, would prove fatal to himself, and all the reigning Chiefs of Cabool. The Aff-
ghans would have been conquered in detail by those whom they sought as auxilia-
ries; for, though each Chiefship had a ruler, the country is without one head, and the
national jealousy, and inveterate hatred to which divided power gives rise, would
have made it appear as an unoccupied land, and hastened its fall. Interested per-
sons urged the Affghan Chiefs to this line of policy. Persia saw the advantage with
which she could enter the land, and counselled by Russia, speedily responded to
their call with abundance of worthless promises, which the same advisers pronounc-
ed to be the signs of favor and condescension. The style of address, however,
which was that of a master to a subject, first roused the suspicions of Dost Mahomed
_ Khan, and a demonstration on the part of the British Government to sympathize

with him, which arrived about the same time, fixed him in the determination of
preferring any terms, which a nearer and more potent power might offer, to a distant
and dubious alliance with Persia.

7. In a country wherea family that has once held the executive power is
dethroned, the members of it never fail to exercise some influence on its policy.
This is the case with the Sudozyes in Cabool. Shooja-ool-Moolk’s claims have suffer-
ed depreciation since 1832, when the attempt to recover his crown proved fruitless,
and the more so as its failure is by many attributed to his own want of energy and
decision. It is true, the Kuzzilbashes, dissatisfied at not reaping the full reward for
their promotion of Dost Mahomed Khan, were well disposed to promote Shooja’s
views in opposition to those of the Ameer, but his success was doubtful, even with
their aid, and perhaps his best hopes of it were grounded on the report which he
industriously spread, and which was in part believed, that the British Government
countenanced his expedition. The long residence of the Shah at Loodiana, his
being permitted to raise troops there, and his leaving his family to receive our pro-
tection and support, together with other circumstances, gave a stamp to these rumours
which has only been effaced by public disavowal. There is however a family con-
nexion between Shooja-ool-Moolk, and the Chief of Cabool, which led one party in
the state to believe that there really was an understanding between them. The
sister of Dost Mahomed Khan is wife of the Shah, and the mother of Shahzadah
Akbar, who is a promising youth that avows his partiality for his uncle. Nor is this
the only relationship, for the two daughters of Hajee Rahmut Ollah are married to the
E
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Shah, and the Ameer, and the wife of the latter exercises the greatest influence over
him, and is the mother of Mahomed Akbar Khan, the favored son, who lately distin-
guished himself at Peshawer. The Chief of Cabool is regular in corresponding
with his sister, he has often expressed a wish to have his nephew with him, and even
gave instructions about his capture in the Candahar campaign. Yet the bands of
alliance springing from inter-marriages, have little influence over Eastern rulers, and
though in this instance they are much strengthened by the circumstances which have
been stated, Dost Mahomed Khan is never likely to give willing place to Shooja~
ool-Moolk, nor to admit the claims of any of his family, till matters bear a different
aspect from the present. The Chief of Cabool has it assuredly in his power to act
a part, as Monk did towards Charles the Second, in a restoration, but his own power,
as it goes on increasing, naturally raises up ambitious feelings in his behalf. Shah
Ejyoob, the dethroned king, who received an asylum at Lahore, is just dead, and the
only other aspirant to the throne is Kamran of Herat. The dissipated habits of
that ruler, together with the oppressions lately committed by him in Western Affghan-
istan, greatly diminish his chances of success, and he is besides at equal enmity with
the Barukzye Chiefs, and the Kuzzilbashes, who are hostile to him individually for
the murder of their respective Chiefs. It is nevertheless true that he or his sons
being Sudozyes might prove formidable, when aided by Persia. If Herat becomes
an integral portion of that kingdom they will find a favorable opportunity of assert-
ing claims which are not without weight, and might unsettle these countries. ~Herat
itself is not likely to strike a decisive blow at any part of the Affghan dominions,
but Candahar; and if the Ruler of Cabool is freed from his fears of the Sikhs, that
Chiefship will not only be secure against the inroads of Kamran and his family, but
Herat itself, now threatened from the west, may be united to Cabool

8. To a point, where so much attention is directed, a healthful rule can only
crush the aspirings of the ambitious, and the intrigues of the discontented. For the
last eleven years Dost Mahomed Khan has gathered strength as he goes, but the
additions to his power have brought with them cares and anxieties, which have, of
late, been unfavorable to his popularity. The Kings of Persia and Bokhara may
congratulate him, and perhaps sincerely, on his success against infidels, but he has
purchased that at an expensive price, viz. a share of the good will in the subject, and
the merchant, though these readily admit his necessities, and some even point to his
triumphs. Wars are not carried on without money, and an increase of duties and taxes,
a resumption of some lands, assigned for charity (Wuqfea,) which bhad no heirs, a
lapse of the Jagheers of Hajee Khan Kaher, and some of those disaffected to him,
together with loans and fines, somewhat arbitrarily taken, and a reduction of allow-
ances, are the means to which the Ameer has resorted for increasing his army, which
i8 now too large for his country. The evidences of success in his campaign at Can-
dahar, and Peshawer, have as yet borne him through his difficulties, but as reverses
would have prostrated him, his experiment was hazardous in the extreme. To the
vigilance, which he has exercised over every branch of the administration, his suc-
cess is attributable; his sole aim is money, and he seeks for it from a full knowledge
of what it can purchase. He expends his entire income, though his own household
is maintained on the economical scale of 5000 rupees a month; his comprehension
is quick, and knowledge of character very great; he cannot be long deceived, he listens
to every individual who complains, and with a forbearance and temper, which is more
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highly praised, than his equity and justice; in matters of a trifling nature he still
follows the law (shura,) but in greater things his necessities have tarnished his deci-
sions, though, as these affect the wealthier and least numerous portion of his subjects,
without a general dissatisfaction. Nothing marks the man’s superiority to his coun-
trymen more than the ability to manage, as he does, with power and resources so crip-
pled. His patience and delays bespeak ambition, and a rash act might be fatal to
him ; his caution is extreme, and his suspicion so easily excited as to amount almost to
infirmity, though self reflection brings back with it his self confidence. A peace
with his Eastem neighbours would certainly render the power of this man
durable, and enable him to reduce his army, and expenses; but as his fame has
outstripped his power, he might covet the dominions of his western neighbours,
and if he were, as before he came in contact with the Sikhs, less exacting,
which his good semse would dictate to him, he might consolidate his power,
and fix himself as the first of a new dynasty in Cabool. His brother, the
celebrated Futteh Khan, long since pronounced him to be the hope of his family, and
his subsequent career has justified the expectations, though his sincerity in his
religious wars, and religious government may proceed, instead of orthodoxy, from
ambition.

9. The state of parties in Cabool, and the policy pursued by the Ameers have
had a singular effect on the prices and supplies of the country. The quantity of
grain received in former times by a soldier as his pay, or by a proprietor from his
lands, is unaltered, but such is the complaint of a want of money that the value of
grain is deteriorated by one-third, and often by a half. It was at one time unusual,
and even considered a disgrace to part with land in Cabool, but it may be now had at
from 6 to 7 years’ purchase, and is for sale every where. During the monarchy, the
Affighans went, in the course of their service, to Peshawer, Sinde, Cashmeer, and the
other provinces, and brought back with them their savings. No such opportunities
now present themselves; the Kohi Damun, Julalabad, and Lughman are their Sinde
and Cashmeer, though it is a novel complaint to hear declarations of poverty, and
provisions are to be purchased at a rate much more moderate than during the mo-
narchy. In the time of the Sudozyes the territories around the city of Cabool were
held principally by favored individuals, and others yielded no revenue. Inability to
pursue the course of the rulers of these days has compelled the Ameer to look

" around him, and he has subdued the Kohistan, and several districts which contributed
nothing to the expenses of the Government. These tribes set at defiance the Kings
of Cabool, and history makes honorable mention of the resistance that they offered
to Baber, Nadir, and the other conquerors. But their independence has not been
broken without a struggle, and 8 or 4000 families of the Kohistan have fled the
country, and sought a home in Balkh, and the valley of the Oxus. There is no
evidence however that this migration has lessened the quantity of grain, though the
Kohistan partly supplies the city, for a greater industry now characterises the agri-

_culturist, than formerly. With a revenue of 80 or 90 lacs of rupees, which I
learn was the extreme amount of receipts by the Sudozye Princes, they were
careless of the small sums that could be exacted from such troublesome
subjects, but a revenue of 24 or 25 lacs of rupees, with foreign enemies to
combat, required a greater vigor in the internal government, and has procured
for Dost Mahomed Khan, obedient, though not over willing, subjects near his own

Price, and supplies
consequent on 1t.
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door, who may, in time, avail him. The effect of it would also seem to be, what is
so much sought in every Government, the supply of cheap provisions for his people.

. It may however be said that a scarcity of money, with low prices, indicates some irre-
gularity in the state of affairs, yet the interest on money is but 6 per cent. per annum,
and lower by half than is common among the Native Governments in India.

Effect of the Go- 10. When state expediency renders it necessary to demand a greater amount
vernment on trade. o quties, than usage has authorized, commerce must receive a check. At this time
the transit trade of this country still continues to increase, and it must have become
greater than it even is, but for the burthens which press upon it. Some grievances
"however have been got rid of, by the custom house being no longer farmed, and
managed directly under the Chief. Cabool can no longer boast of taking ouly one
in forty, like Bokhara, but as compared with Persia, Herat, Candahar, and the Pun-
jab, Cabool is yet a theme of approbation with the trading community. A Jew from
Bhawulpoor, whose authority ought to be good, declared to me, that the treatment of
merchants in Cabool, was; as under the Kings of Israel, the same that the Affghans
were free from prejudices, behaved well, did not over tax them, and that the duties
which the Ameer had lately demanded of them were such, as any ruler would take
under difficulties. It strikes an European with surprise that any merchants frequent
marts, where the duties are so liable to be changed, but there are certain broad lines
which the ruler must never depart from, or the channel of commerce by his country is
deserted. The Ameer has not lost sight of this, and the custom house duties of
Cabool now yield 2,22,000 rupees per annum, while it was formerly but
82,000, nor can 15 or 20,000 of these receipts be attributed to increased duties.
At the present time the profit on ‘English goods brought from India to Cabool is
rated at 50 per cent., and if they are pushed on to Bokhara, they give a cent. per
cent. return. And it will not place the administration of Dost Mahomed Khan in
a light that will be considered too favorable to him, or unjust to others, when I
observe that the shawls of Cashmeer, which are sent into Persia, and Turkey,
pass through Cabool, and Bokhara, to Meshid, the merchants preferring this
circuitous road to the oppression which they are sure to experience in Candahar, and
Herat. But the state of commerce in this country will be discussed elsewhere, it is
at present sufficient to notice the effect of the Government upon this most impor-
tant portion of national economy.

erl;:'ﬁe:;to:nttl:; g:- 11.  The system of Government among the Affghans is too well known to
v - . . . . . . . .
tions of the state. require any recapitulation from me. The republican genius which marks it, is

unchanged, and whatever power a Sudozye or a Barukzye may acquire, its preserva-
tion can only be ensured by not infringing the rights of the tribes, and the laws by
which they are allowed to govern themselves. The Ameer of Cabool has not erred
in this point, and though he cannot reckon among his well-wishers, those, who were
favored by the dynasty which he succeeded, he has a large body of the community in
his favor, or at least to applaud the administration. Nothing, but his limited reve-
nue prevents his being a most popular ruler, and with this disadvantage even, his
name is seldom mentioned beyond the precincts of his Court, but with respect. The
family of the Barukzye, though inferior in rank to that of the last which held the
throne, is yet one of the most distinguished of the Dooranee tribes, belonging to the
Zeeruk branch, from which the Sudozyes also descend. They possessed such
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influence even in Ahmed Shah’s time, that according to tradition, and the best authen-
ticated histories, he considered it advisable to divide them into two clans, Barukzye
and Atchikzye, and after that they were rated at 12,000 families. They cannot
therefore be viewed in the light of a tribe suddenly raised, since, in power and rank,
they have long been of importance in the country. They owe their present eleva-
tion to the tragical end of their brother, the Wuzeer Futteh Khan, who had never
injured the man who caused his murder, but devoted himself to the consolidation of
his power. It is said of that remarkable man, and by good authority, that on being
warned against the designs of Kamran, he replied that he had done nothing to make
him dread him, and, if he were injured, the evils would fall on those who had thus re-
quited his services. This gavethe kind of sanction to the power that his family have ever
after maintained, celebrated as they also are for never taking the lives of each other
From the Ghiljees, or the race which ruled Cabool before the last kings, the Barukzyes
have little to fear. They are a very great tribe in Affghanistan, being rated at
. 20,000 families, and extending from Candahar to Gundamuk half way to Pes-
hawer, but the tribes to the east and west of Cabool have little or no intercourse
with one another. Their ill-concerted plan of restoring themselves to power in
Shah Mahmood’s reign, shews how little probability there is of their being able to
again figure in Affghan history. They might be used as a faction, but have been
unable to make any head since they were ejected from power by Nadir, whose alleged
cause of grievance in attacking Hindoostan was the protection given by the Moghul
to his enemies the Ghiljees. The Ameer of Cabool has allied himself by marriage
to both branches of this tribe, as has his son Mahomed Akbar Khan, who, as I have
said, is Chief of the Eastern Ghiljees, and in which he succeeded the Nawab Jubar
Khan. Those to the west have more to do with the affairs of Candahar than Cabool,
and this is the tribe which sometimes plunders the caravans between these two
cities. They bear in lively remembrance that they were once rulers of the land,
and are a body of men distinguished for their fine appearance and physical strength.

12. Having thus embodied most of what seems necessary to convey accurate
ideas of the power of Cabool, we pass from particular to general observations. No
policy would be perhaps wiser, than to maintain Sikh influence between India and
+ Cabool, and to place the Punjab in the balance against that country. But difficulties
present themselves at every step, the supreme power of either nation depends upon
the individual who wields it ; the Affghan, though stripped of some Indian provinces,
admits no sovereignty of the Sikh, and watches with vigilance for an opportunity
to inflict injury, and assert his rights. The wealth of the Ruler of Lahore, and the
discipline and number of his troops enables him to keep under these aspirings to
recover lost power, but his single mind effects it—where superior force is unable to
subdue, and can ouly keep in check, it would be imprudent to reckon on tranquillity,
" when the disappearance of one man shall have ceased to bridle zeal, stimulated as it
is by religion, and the hope of political greatness. The successor of Runjeet Sing
may certainly possess the elements of character, which so distinguish himself, but
the state of parties in his country forbids the hope; the time may not be dis-
tant, when his now consolidated territories eastward of the Indus, may be over-
run, and perhaps dismembered into small states like Cabool. Though the Affghans
are without a king they yet repel the attacks of the Sikh, and countenance the
opinion that they may be heirs to a share of his power, and exercise no small
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influence over these lunds, and probably the adjacent Empire of India. Neither the
Tartar, nor the Affghan any longer rifles ‘that country ; the supremacy of the British
hems them within their own limits, and the power, which it has raised in India,
brings the nations beyond the Indus as suitors for alliance, instead of the
invaders of its soil. The lawless inroads of former days are thus effectually preven-
ted, even without an active interposition of British power, and, an opportunity is
now happily present of moulding these frontier states, by friendly sympathy and
conciliation, into a shape which must contribute to the glory of Britain, and the
duration of its Empire in the East.
ALEX. BURNES,
' On a Mission to Cabool.

Cabool, 26th November, 1837.




No. V.

VIEWS AND PROSPECTS OF RUSSIA IN CENTRAL
ASIA, PARTICULARLY TOWARDS KHIVA
AND HERAT.

To W. H. MACNAGHTEN, Esquire,

Secretary to the Government of India,
Fort WiLLIAM.
SIR,

I have the honor to communicate, for the information of the Right
Honorable the Governor General in Council, various circumstances relating to the
commercial views and prospects of Russia in Central Asia. From my situation,
which is still rather remote from the quarter to which they relate, I report with
some small doubt as to their entire correctness, though I have derived them from

’ good authority, and had a great deal of intercourse with the merchants trading from

this to Toorkistan. .

2. Up to the year 1832, I have recorded all the particulars relating to the
intercourse of Russia with Bokhara, and Toorkistan, which I gathered in my former
journey. It seems that in the year succeeding my visit, the Russian Government
deputed an agent to the king of Bokhara. The name of the individual 1 do not
know, for though he was an officer of the Russian service, he assumed the costumes
and habits of a Mahomedan while in Bokhara. He brought along with him letters,
and presents for the king, and was received with every distinction by the authorities
in Toorkistan. The ostensible object of his mission was to interest the king in
putting a stop to the practices of the Khivans, who molested from time to time the
caravans passing into Russia, and also seized many Russians from the frontiers. It
was considered that the remonstrances of a friendly Mahomedan authority, such as
the king of Bokhara, might produce salutary consequences.

3. In the course of the agent’s stay at Bokhara he frequently conversed with
the Koosh Begee on the commercial views of the Russian Government, and their great
anxiety to extend their commerce into Central Asia, and particularly towards Herat ;
many of his observations were made publicly in presence of the merchants, who
always assemble round the Koosh Begee in his caravansery. He likewise continually
dwelt on the position of Herat, being such that it was through it alone that the Emperor
hoped to realize his wishes, for it was the entrepot of Persia, India, Cabool and
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Toorkistan ; that from Herat to Bokhara the road led through flat countries, and good
roads as compared with those by Cabool over Hindoo Kosh, and that the influence
of the Russian Government, when once established in that part of Affghanistan, must
draw the whole trade into that channel, and promote in a very great degree the
further intercourse with the fairs at Nejnei, Novogorod, and other parts of the Rus-
sian dominions.

4. In reply to the letters brought by the Russian Envoy, the king of
Bokhara returned most friendly communications, but stated his inability to cxercise
his control over the Khivans, though he was very anxious to promote, in every way,
commercial prosperity. Soon afterwards an Agent was deputed from Bokhara, to
make known to the Emperor various circumstances regarding the duties leviable at
the fairs in Russia, considered oppressive, and of which a revision was solicited. In
addressing the Emperor, the Koosh Begee availed himself of the opportunity to note
the attention which the Government of India had been lately directing towards the
Indus, and Bokhara; and he stated the communications which he had with us in
1832, and the hopes he had expressed that the British Government would extend
its commerce in this quarter. In reply to these communications the Emperor of
Russia acceded in some points to the requests made, and promised to take others
into consideration at an early, and future opportunity, when he would visit in person
the southern part of his territories.

5. In the year 1835, the Russian Government, finding that they could not put
an end to the intrusion of the Khivans, and the excesses which they committed,
resolved upon more rigorous measures than they had hitherto adopted. They seized
upon a site near Mungusluck, on the eastern coast of the Caspian Sea, opposite to
Astrakan, and built a fort, which commands the landing place in the bay, and which
they yet occupy. As may be supposed, this step gave great offence to the Chief of
Khiva, Ulla Khooli Khan, who remonstrated strongly against it; and failing here, he
threatened to retaliate by sending out plundering excursions, more numerous than
formerly, and he complained to the King of Bokhara, and to the Khan of Kokan, at
the unjust invasion of his country, and sought their aid against an enemy, which
might next day injure themselves, if not timely resisted. These Chicfs admitted
the justice of the demand, but sent no assistance.

6. After the Russians had fixed themselves on the eastern bank of the Cas-
pian, a party came over from Astrakan, in four small vessels, as report states,
for the purpose of sporting (shikar), but more probably for some purpose of
reconnoissance. Information of their movements rcaching the Khan of Orgunge,
he sent out a plundering (Allaman) expedition, and captured the whole body about

. 120 in number, two of them being men of rank : they were all brought to Orgunge ;
the two individuals in question were detained by the Khan, the rest sold as slaves;
some of them were sent to Bokhara and Kokan, and I met a man from the neigh-
borhood of Samarcand, who had kuown a party of them exchanged for some horses!
The Emperor promptly remonstrated against such acts, and demanded restitution of
the captives, but the Khan refused to surrender them, alleging that the Russians had
built a fort in his country by force, and that he had retaliated according to his threats,
and scized the party which he intended to retain,
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7. Matters continued in this state till the Emperor Nicholas in July, last year
repaired in person to the great fair of Nejnei, Novogorod. ~One of his first acts was
to direct all the merchants of Central Asia to be presented to him, and to request

. that they would state any means by which their interests could be promoted. The
subject of the excessive duties being brought forward, he directed, on enquiry, that a
very material reduction, stated by some to be as much as a quarter of the whole, should
at once take place, which he communicated, by letter, to the king of Bokhara and the
Khan of Kokan, sending them presents and friendly letters. On this occasion the
Emperor received, with much affability and condescension, the merchants from
Bokhara and Cabool, bestowed on them great commendations for their enterprize,
stating that he had granted immunities to the fair on their account. The fact of
such privileges being conferred, is, I perceive, mentioned in the Frankfort Gazette.
Very different however was the treatment which the merchants from Orgunge
experienced. His Majesty directed the whole of them to be detained, and their goods
seized upon by the Government officers. They amounted to 46 individuals, some
of them of considerable opulence, and who had long traded to Russia. The mer-
chants petitioned against such conduct, declaring that they were not parties in the
transactions of the Khan of Khiva, and ought not, in consequence, to be made res-
ponsible. The Emperor refused to attend to their solicitations, and directed them

- to be sent to Moscow.

8. On these proceedings being made known in Khiva, the Khan sent a second
envoy to the Chiefs of Bokhara and Kokan to request their aid and advice. They
were reluctant to interfere, after the privileges lately granted, but considering
the act of the Russians to be harsh against the merchants, the king of
Bokhara agreed to send an agent to the Emperor to negociate for the relief of the
detenus, and the restoration of their property. A caravan, which has just arrived
here from Bokhara, brings intelligence that the Agent has not returned, but that
the Russians refuse to restore the merchants, and in fact, that they had already.
been marched to Siberia. This intelligence has been received with great dissatis-
faction in Toorkistan, and for the present will lead to a suspension of all trade
between that country, and Russia. It is even stated that the Chiefs of Kokan,
Bokhara and Khiva will league together, and take measures to capture Russians
and their property in the direction of Orenberg, Cazan, Troitskai and Erbit, or in
the places lying immediately north of their respective countries. The anxiety of
Russia to promote her ends in Toorkistan leads me however to the belief, that she
will seek some means of allaying the irritation of these small Mahomedan States,
but, from the nature of the dispute this will be far from easy, for the Khan of
Orgunge must first be pacified; he commands the great caravan road leading into
Russia, he has been able to prevent Russian merchants coming to Bokhara, and he
can also obstruct the passage of the Mahomedan merchants into Russia. It is not
improbable that the position of Khiva has led the Emperor of Russia to these appa-
rently unjust measures. 1t however also serves to conciliate Persia, whose subjects
are enslaved in thousands in Khiva, so that any thing done against that petty state
must be gratifying to the Court of Tehran; the ends of both being in this instance
identical, his Majesty may likewise find it inadvisable to send a military expedition
into the steppe, and the detention of the merchants may serve to work upon the
Khan since it touches his interests.

G
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9. At such a juncture I have thought it very advisable to send an express
messenger to the Koosh Begee, or minister of Bokhara, and to give him in great
length the motives which led the Government of India to depute me to Cabool.
By letter I have informed him of the treaties which we have entered upon, to throw
open the Indus, and pointed out the bright commercial prospects which these
arrangements held out, and the temptations which they afforded to the traders of Toor-
kistan to turn their capital in this direction. 1 of course have made no allusion to
the existing differences with Russia, but based the communication on the in-
creased facility afforded by a new channel of commerce. I have also requested
the minister to inform the King of the contents of the communication, and I did
not let the opportunity pass of thanking the exccllent man himself, for the
kind treatment to Doctor Gerard, and myself when in Bokhara, nor to assure him
how much my superiors, my country, and myself appreciated it, and above all, how
glad the Government of India would be to give in return, every encouragement and
protection to the merchants, who would frequent its territories. I shall expect a

' reply in forty or fifty days, and since the merchants here assure me of the friendly

feelings which the Koosh Begee entertains towards the British Government, and
that he bears a kindly remembrance of my former visit, I shall look with interest
and anxiety for the reply.

10. With reference to what has been stated in the third paragraph of this
letter, regarding the commercial views of Russia towards Herat, it will not fail to
strike his Lordship in Council, that, if they should prove well founded, some expla-
nation is found of the urgency, with which Russia has counselled Persia to designs
in that quarter, and this opinion receives strength from the obstructions which Mr.
Ellis met in procuring, even a “ Rukum,” from His Persian Majesty regarding
immunities to British commerce in his dominions, similar to those possessed by
Russia. To a country wanting money, and abounding in raw materials as Russia,
any new outlet to her commerce must be as dear as to Great Britain. We shall
thus find a strong motive for the attention directed by her to this quarter, without
believing that she coutemplates the gigantic enterprise of invading either Cabool, or
India. Itis also certainly true, that there is no capital in Asia better adapted, by
its position, for maturing the commercial views of Russia, than Herat. The time is
not long past, when trade ran from India in that direction, from which it was only
diverted by the present ruler of Cabool. ~Further, if Candahar become linked with
Persia, the channel is complete, since through that city the communications to
Herat are now carried on, and on an identity of intercsts between Candahar and
Persia, will follow all that the Russian Government can desire.

I have the honor to be, &c.
(Signed) ALEX. BURNES,

On a Mission to Cabool.
Cabool, 20th October, 1837.
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ABSTRACT.

Captain Burnes on a Mission to Cabool reports on the commercial prospects
and views of Russia towards Central Asia, her communications with Bokhara, &c.
her differences with Khiva, and the serious shape they have now assumed. States
that he has availed himself of the favourable juncture, and the suspension of trade
that they are likely to cause, to address the Koosh Begee of Bokhara, and explain
the views of the Government of India, consequent on opening the Indus.

States also, that with reference to the supposed Russian designs on Herat,
the Russians contemplate an improvement of their commerce by an influence in

that city, and adds his own impressions of the effects of it, if Candahar sends in
her adherence to the Court of Tehran.

(Signed) ALEX. BURNES,
On a Mission to Cabool.
(True Copy,)
W. H. MACNAGHTEN, '
Secy. to the Govt. of India,
with the Govr. Genl.




No. VI

VIEWS AND PROSPECTS OF RUSSIA, PARTICU-
LARLY TOWARDS KOKAN.

(Copy)

Cabool, 1st February, 1838.
To W. H. MACNAGHTEN, Esquirg,
Secretary to the Governor General of India,
GovERNOR GENERAL's CaMP.
Sir, )

In a communication, under date the 20th of October last, I did
myself the honor to lay before the Right Honorable the Governor General of India,
a report on the views of Russia, in regard to the maturing her designs in Central Asia.
I confined myself to the proceedings of that empire, with reference to her encroach-
ments on Khiva, her arrangements with Bokhara, and the ulterior benefits which she
sought to derive in Herat and Candahar, from her proceedings generally in Toor-
kistan.

2. I have of late gathered, from unquestionable authorities, a variety of parti-
culars on the encroachments of Russia in another direction, viz. on the Khan of Kokan
to the eastward of Bokhara, that have been conducted with the same designs to
push forward her commerce, and which may involve much more serious consequences
than seem at first likely to flow from any proceedings, in that remote part of Asia.

3. Kokan is now an Uzbek Chiefship, situated on the Sir, or Jaxartes. It
possesses considerable celebrity in being looked on as the capital of Afrasiao, and is
historically connected with the campaigns of Gengiz and Timour, but it is better
known as the birth place of Baber, from which he raised himself first to the throne
of Cabool, and ultimately to that of Hindoostan. The present Chief, Mahomed
Ali Khan succeeded about 14 years ago to his father Omar Khan, and it is more than
suspected, that the son removed his parent by poison. To the time of Omar Khan,
the principality of Kokan had sunk in importance, but that chief ruled with equity
and justice, and his son, though a parricide, reaps the advantage. By some, Kokan
is declared to be superior in power to Bokhara, and by all it is now pronounced equal,
so that the once fertile kingdom of Ferghana has again taken its place among the
nations of Toorkistan.

4. In the time of Omar Khan, there was little or no intercourse with the
Russians, at their settlement of Kuzzuljur, or Petropolosk, which lies nearly due
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North, and in about the same meridian, as Kokan, from which it is separated by a
steppe. The Russians held sway over a portion of the Kuzzuks, (Cossacks) who
inhabit this part of Asia, and Kokan, established an influence over those wandering
tribes, which adjoin her territories. On the death of the Khan, anticipating from
the circumstances attending it, a less enquiring attention, the Russians gradually
advanced from their frontier, building small square forts at each station as they
proceeded, dug two wells, stored a supply of grain, and planted a detachment of
from 100 to 150 Russian Infantry, with the further protection of some 4 or 500 of
their Kuzzuk subjects in the neighbourhood of each. About the year 1833, such
had been the progress of Russia, that she had arrived within 12 stages of Kokan,
and the Nomad tribes declared their inability to render any further tribute from
their pasturage lands being invaded. The Khan alarmed at such an announcement,
as well as for his own safety, resolved to resent this invasion. Having assembled
all his own troops, and directed the Kuzzuks, under their Chief Roostum Tora to
join them, he placed the whole under one of his most distinguished officers, the
Beglerbegee, with instructions to destroy the settlements south of a certain line
which anciently marked the dominions of Kokan.

5. The army set out from the capital of the country, and marching by
Taskkend, to the town of Toorkistan, finally quitted the cultivated land beyond that
place, and proceeded into the steppe a journey of 20 days. The congregated force
is said to have amounted to 40,000 men. The small detachments of the Russian
forces could offer no resistance to such a horde from the first fort they fled, from
some of the others they offered resistance, and shut their gates, but seven of these
settlements were, in succession, captured, along with some of the Russians who
garrisoned them. In the attacks a few lost their lives, but the Khan of Kokan
had previously given instructions to his commander to set all the Russian prisoners
free, declaring that his attack was not aggressive, but simply to protect the frontier
of his dominions. The last fort, which fell into his hands, is described to have been
on the verge of Siberia, where the Kuzzuks, subjects to Russia, are both numerous
and formidable. It was not therefore consistent with prudence or the policy of the
Khan to enter territories undoubtedly Russian, and the Kokan army returned to its
country levelling all the forts that had been captured, and filling up the wells which
supplied them with water. On their route back they made a ¢ chupao” (foray) on
a Kuzzuk Chief, and put him to death since the encroachments of Russia were
attributed to his having rendered assistance. h

6. This enterprise of the Chief of Kokan must be considered very spirited.
Forage, that is grass, his troops could procure in abundance, and cows, sheep, and
horses for food, but the supply of grain was transported along with the army. He
has, for a time, enjoyed the reward of his bravery, and as yet the Russians have not
sought to renew an erection of the forts which have been destroyed. It is a univer-
sal opinion, among the natives of Toorkistan, that the Russian Government, by this
advance on Kokan, sought to possess themselves of the country. Their commercial
roads, further to the west, are often interrupted by the enmity which the Khan of
Khiva bears towards them, and they did not hesitate to avow, that they aimed at
gaining a safe route into Toorkistan which should give confidence to the traders of

H
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their own, and that country though their mode of procuring the same did not seem of
a pacificatory nature.

7. Foiled in this attempt the Russian Government set about compassing,
by other means, the objects which it contemplates, and shortly after the Kokan
army was withdrawn, despatched an Agent to the Kban to remonstrate on what he
had done, and to suggest future arrangements which should benefit both. The
Agent was familiarly known to the people by the name of Alexander, but with his
surname they are unacquainted. The Khan, dreading the power of Russia, treated
the Agent with much civility, and being disposed to enter into views, which advanced
the prosperity of his Chiefship, sent a return mission along with the Agent to
Russia, who was most graciously received by the Emperor.

8. The result of the intercourse between the Government of Russia, and this
small state has been the establishment of a frequent and regular traffic with Kokan.
The road is said to be so superior that carts and sledges can be, and are, employed
‘between Kuzuljur and Kokan in the transport of goods, instead of camels, and Kokan

now no longer supplied from Bokhara, sends many articles of commerce to that city-
Russian merchants come in person to Tashkend and Kokan without fear or disguise,
and though the Khan still entertains the same fears of their ultimate designs, he
makes no objection, but, on the contrary, affords encouragement to this new com-
mercial intercourse. Russia has thus, as far as commerce is concerned in Kokan,
secured the objects which she had in view in this part of Asia.

9. There is much, however, to lead to the belief that her views at Kokan
include political, as well as commercial, ends. A single glance at the map exhibits
the importance of Kokan among the States of Toorkistan. It is in fact the key of the
country, and history distinctly informs us that the various conquerors, who have
subdued Central Asia, emanated from this locality. At this moment Russia has at
her command innumerable wandering races, the elements which composed the armies
of those successful invaders, and besides these, she has a portion of them, converts
to Christianity, who have been disciplined as regular troops. It is not then remark-
able that those who adjoin this gigantic empire, as well as those at a distance, should
consider that they see in these advances of Russia, injuries likely to flow in upon
themselves.

10. But Kokan is not only the key of Toorkistan. Itis on the highroad to
the Chinese settlements of Cashgar, Yarkund, and Khoten, with which it carries on a
very considerable traffic, and where the Khan exercises much influence, as will be
hereafter noticed. Nor is this all,—there is an open and regular communication from
Yarkund, to Cashmeer and ‘Ladak, so that, with an influence in Kokan, the ramifica-
tions of commerce become infinite, extending into Tartary, China proper, and even
India. The value of Herat as an emporium further to the south and west, has been
already described, as well as the designs of Russia to convert it to its own purposes.
The site of Kokan, if examined, will appear not less useful, and account for the anx-
ietics which have likewise been here displayed in establishing Russian supremacy.
Herat bas been stated to be the entrepot of Persia, Toorkistan, Cabool, and India;
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Kokan will be found to be an emporium of Tartary and China, of Russia and the
Northern frontiers of Hindoostan. But for the energy of the present Khan, Russia
would have ere this secured a footing in this important mart.

11. In briefly sketching the events which have of late years taken place
between the Chinese and the Khan of Kokan, I shall better exhibit the influence
which an establishment here could exercise. ~The Khan does not possess power to
expel the Chinese from their conquests, though most of their subjects are Mahome-
dan, but the various rebellions, in this part of the Chinese dominions, have dictated
to that jealous people a line of policy both wise and considerate. ~Though they
have taken the precaution to station their troops in forts, where no Mahomedan is
permitted to reside, and they here transact their commercial affairs, they have allow-
ed an Agent, on the part of the Khan of Kokan to be stationed in each of their
towns, and conceded to him the duties leviable by law, on all dealings of Mahome-
dans coming to trade from the west. All debtors too who may flee here from their
creditors are forthwith given up. The Khan has become, in consequence, interested
in the tranquillity of the Chinese conquests since he is permitted to derive a con-
siderable revenue without affording any protection to them. His understanding
with the Chinese is therefore good, and he lately sent an Ambassador to Pekin, who
was received with unusual honors by the Emperor of China. The name of this
individual was Alum Khojee, whose adventures would be interesting, but cannot be
here related.

12. Attached to Kokan, it will be thus seen that there is a political influence
subeidiary to commerce. At this time the Russians trade to Chinese Toorkistan,
by the towns of Eela and Aksoo, from a place called Shunnye, in Siberia, and situa-
ted 25 days journey N. E. of Kuzuljur, but this intercourse is carried on by Maho-
medans, no other Russian subjects being admitted into this part of the Chinese

_territories. Christians are, however, found at Yarkund, but they are subjects of
China, and from what I can understand Armenians. Though some of the Kuzzuks
of Shunnye, are described to be wealthy men, Russia desires to introduce into these
countries, as she has now done into Kokan, her other subjects, who would then
secure their passage into Cashméer and Tibet, and extend the natural influence and
importance of the empire. The shawl fabrics which now pass by so circuitous a
route into Russia, would thus find a directer passage, and as their sale in Russia is
steady and improving, goods to some extent might be thrown in return into that and
the neighbouring countries. Natives of Cashmeer, now settled in Tashkend, Kokan,
Yarkund, and all these Districts, would facilitate this commerce, and the direct
trade from Cashmeer, and Ladak, to this part of China would become much brisker,
by an agency more active and superintending, than that by which it is at present
carried on.

13. In looking back upon the rapid progress which Russia is thus making in
the improvement of her commerce throughout Central Asia, we are struck with the
singular success which seems invariably to attend her plans. Without going beyond
the subject of the present communication, we see her first strive to gain her ends
by force, and when foiled, secure them by diplomacy. In all her arrangements she
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seems to be a winner, and in the coarse of time, we shall see her influence increase
in Kokan, and Toorkistan generally, so that the resources of these countries, whe-
ther she seeks to subdue them or not, will be entirely at her disposal. The Khan
of Khiva is at present her only opponent, and it cannot be believed that that petty
state can long resist the power of such a neighbour. The affair of the merchants
of Khiva, who have been detained in Russia, is not yet settled, and continues to give
cause for great dissatisfaction in Toorkistan. I venture therefore respectfully to
state, for the consideration of His Lordship the Governor General, that this is a
very fitting opportunity to present some counteracting measures to our great com-
mercial rivals. An increased attention to the arrangements for improving commerce,
by way of the Indus, either by means of a fair, the details for which were given in
my letter of the 18th ultimo, or by some other such plan, would most probably suc-
ceed better at this, than a future period. In a short time the detention of the Khiva
merchants will be forgotten, affairs will assume their old state, and we may perhaps
lose a highly favorable opportunity for advancing our commercial prosperity.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) A. BURNES,
On a Mission to Cabool.

ABSTRACT.

Captain Burnes on a Mission to Cabool, reports further particulars as to the
views and prospects of Russia regarding her commerce in Central Asia, but particu-
larly, with reference to late proceedings in Kokan, the ulterior object of which seems
to be to establish her influence in Chinese Toorkistan, and thus improve her com-
mercial relations with Cashmeer, Tibet, and the countries on our Indian frontier.

States that the success of all these designs of Russia makes it desirable to offer
some counteracting measures to our great commercial rivals, and, for reasons given,
respectfully considers that the present is a highly favorable time to mature our plans
for a fair on the Indus, or any other arrangements that will draw commerce to that
quarter.

(Signed) A. BURNES;

On a Mission to Cabool.

(True Copy,)
H. TORRENS,
Dcputy Secretary to Government of India,
with the Governor General.




No. VII.

VIEWS AND PROSPECTS OF RUSSIA AND
PERSIA TOWARDS CANDAHAR.

Camp near Jalalabad, 9th September, 1837.

To W. H. MACNAGHTEN, Esquirk,
Secretary to the Government of India,
Forr WiLLiAM.
Sir,

I now proceed to lay before the Right Honorable the Gover-
nor General in Council, a report on the recent intercourse of Candahar, with Russia
and Persia, founded on documents and information, which 1 consider authentic.

2nd. Tmmediately on the receipt of the despatches from our Ambassador in Per-
sia, at Dera Ghazee Khan, in June last, I despatched a messenger to Candahar to
enquire into the state of affairs there. That I might neutralize, as far as was then
in my power, the results which might flow from the arrival of a Persian Elchee at
that city, I addressed the Chief of Candahar, (Kohan Dil Khan) and his two brothers,
and made known to them the views, contemplated by His Lordship in Council, by
my deputation west of the Indus; I availed myself of this opportunity to seek from
private correspondents an account of the state of affairs in that country, and my mes-
sengers returned yesterday.

3rd. The principal Chief of Candahar was absent when the courier arrived, but
his brother Rahim Dil and Meer Dil Khan have forwarded to me letters expressive
of their highest satisfaction at the prospect of meeting an Agent of the British
Government, and the reply of their elder brother is promised immediately on his
return to the city. How far these professions of satisfaction tally with what is here-
after given, His Lordship in Council will be best able to judge.

4th. My private correspondents narrate, in circumstantial detail, the whole affair
of the Persian Elchee’s arrival, reception, and treatment, as well as the fullest parti-
culars regarding the exchange of presents, and letters, between the Chief of Candahar,
and the Russian Ambassador at Tehran.

5th. The foundation of the intercourse between Candahar and Russia is to be

traced to Abbas Khan, the son of the Shatir Bashee of Shah Kamran, who fled from
I
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Herat to Tehran about two years ago, and became at that capital the guest of the

6th. Abbas Khan possessing same influence with the Chiefs of Candahar, sent
a secret message to them by his servant Meer Mahommed, suggesting that it would
be greatly to their advantage if they addressed the Russian Minister at Tehran, and
they accordingly charged Tej Mahomed Khan, an Envoy whom they had deputed
to the Shah of Persia, with a letter to the Russian Ambassador, the contents of

which were as follows :—

« That the Sirdars of Candahar were sincerely anxious to
enter into a friendly connexion with Russia, as family differences had
long existed among them, and in consequence of these, that Runj&t
Sing, the Sikh Chieftain of Lahore, had seized much of their coun-
try, that money alone was wanted to expel him, for troops they had
in abundance, but not the means to pay them, and that they hoped for
such assistance from Russia.”

7th. This letter was delivered into the hands of the Russian Minister at
Tehran, to whom Tej Mahomed Khan was introduced by Abbass Khan, and at the
same time he delivered a fur cloak (posteen) ornamented with gold, from the Chief of

. Candahar. The Russian Minister expressed great satisfaction at the receipt of this

® This is the com-
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letter, and directed a likeness of Tej Mahomed Khan to be taken, which he said he
would forward to St. Petersburg.

8th. Some time after the arrival of this Envey, the Shah deputed Kumber
Alli Khan, as his Elchee to Candahar and Cabool, the copy of whose instructions,
and credentials are already before Government. Along with him the Candahar
Envoy started, and the Russian Minister gave him a letter to the Chief,* expressing
his great satisfaction at the friendly sentiments he had communicated, and dismissed
him with a message, suggesting, that Kohan Dil Khan should send his son to Tehran,
and that an Elchee of Russia would return the compliment in the following year,
when any money that could be spared would be despatched to satisfy the wants of -
the Candahar Chief. By this opportunity the following presents were sent, by the
Russian Minister, to the Candahar Chiefs :

To Sirdar Kohan Dil Khan—
A good telescope.
A double barreled gun.
A fur cloak.
Some broad cloth.

To Rahim Dil Khan—
A watch.
A pair of pistols.
Some broad cloth.

To Mihr Dil Khan—
A pipe with silver head.
Some broad cloth.
Some yellow chintz.
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Besides, there were some trifling presents for the son of the late Sirdar Poordil Khan,
and likewise for the Sirdar’s son.

9th. In company with Tej Mahomed Khan came Meer Mahomed,* the servant
of Abbas Khan, and on reaching Candahar all the Sirdars treated him with the high-
est distinction and personally visited him which is quite unusual. It is stated pub-
licly, that he is an Agent of Russia.

10th. Before these circumstances transpired, and the Persian Elchee reached
Candahar, the Ameer of Cabool addressed his brothers of Candahar apprizing them
of the contents of the letter, which he had received from the Governor General,
regarding ngy Mission to Cabool, and suggested the propriety of deputing one of
their numblzr to Cabool to be present at any conference that might take place, and that
his reason for doing so was, that he wished to act fairly by them. It was resolved
therefore to send Mihr Dil Khan to Cabool, who has the credit of possessing more
ability than the rest of the family, but immediately that Tej Mahomed Khan arrived
from Tehran with the Persian Elchee, all arrangements were suspended, and the
journey to Cabool is now postponed sine die.

11th. Various surmises have occurred to the Chiefs of Candahar regarding the
objects of the British Government, and the invitation of their brother of Cabool.
The subject has been one of common conversation, and it appears that the Candahar
family, who are not cordial with Cabool, considered that any conference there could
only have reference to Peshawer, a restoration of which might not benefit them-
selves. They also considered that they might make themselves useful to the British
Government independent of Cabool, if their intrigues to the west fail, but be their
reasons what they may, they wish to be dealt with separately, but what is more im-
portant than this determination, is the deputing of another Envoy on their part to
Tehran, by name Hajee Mobeen, who has just set out, and that too in pursuance, as
it is believed, of the advice of the Russian Ambassador,* for it has been given out
that a son of Kohan Dil Khan will follow, and that the Candahar Sirdars will attack
Herat

12th. This Envoy is the bearer of a letter to the Shah from the Candahar
Chiefs, the substance of which is said to be as follows :—

¢ That the British Government has deputed one of its officers
to Cabool, but that they (the chiefs of Candahar) command the road
to and from Herat, and not the Chief of Cabool, who is engaged in the
affairs of Peshawer, and has it not in his power to serve the Shah;
that they are prepared to proceed to Herat whenever the Persian
Army is ready, and also to send a son of the Sirdar to Tehran, and
keep aloof from all friendship with the English nation.”

Along with this communication the Persian Elchee has written to His Majesty
the Shab, stating that it is Candabar alone which can serve him—and seeing such to
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be the case, he has met their wishes, and staid at Candahar. Of what has been
written to the Russian minister, I have had no report.

13th. I have now stated the particulars regarding the Russian connexion with
Candahar. As reported in my letter of the 1st ultimo, Kamber Ali Khan, the Per-
sian Envoy has reached Candahar. He was received with great pomp and distine-
tion, and conducted into the city by the Chiefs in person. Since, they have conti-
nued to entertain him, but he has made no progress on his way to Cabool, seldom
leaves his house, and seems likely to continue at Candahar. At present I find it
difficult to state precisely whether this arises from the Chiefs, or the Elchee himself,
whose character is described in terms not at all measured, since it sppears that he and
his people pass their time in revelry at the Sirdar’s expence, and are seldom or ever
free from the influence of wine. From this person individually, 1 imagine there is
therefore no danger.* His companion, Mahomed Hoosein, the Envoy of Cabool,
still continues at Candahar. The Sirdars notice him but little, and his perpetual
theme of conversation is to enlarge on the power of Persia, and Russia.

14th. At present Candahar has not only a representative from Persia, but from
the Court of Lahore, the son of Sooltan Mahomed Khan having been deputed with
presents there, in company with an Agent from Runjeet Sing. The arrival of these gifts
has given offence to the Candahar family ; they had sent some horses to their brother
in Peshawer, with whom they are on very friendly terms, and he passed them on to
Runjeet Sing, as the tribute of Candahar. The Maharaja, in return, sent two elephants
with one of his own confidential servants, the whole under charge of Khoja Mahomed
Khan, the Son of Sooltan Mahomed Khan, and, but for his near relationship, it seems
doubtful if the Candahar family would have ever permitted the presents to enter
Candahar, for these Chiefs reject all communication with Lahore, though they have
been lately addressed in very flattering terms by the Maharaja. The most singular
portion of the contents of His Highness’ letters to them is a statement of his intention
to restore Peshawer to Sooltan Mahomed Khan, with whom he is about to crush the
Chief of Cabool, and to aid in which he requests the assistance of Candahar. The
Candahar family are much concerned at the whole proceeding, though they yet
entertain a sincere affection for their brother in Peshawer.

15th. To such a nucleus of intrigue, as the chiefship of Candahar is proved
to be, by the above circumstances, I shall not fail to turn my attention, and bear in
mind the instructions conveyed to me in the 5th and 6th paragraphs of your com-
munication of the 15th of May last, and thoroughly sift the nature of all connexion
between the states in Affghanistan, and Persia, or Russia, and as long as it pleases
His Lordship in Council to keep me in these countries, I shall omit no opportunity
of upholding, as far as I can, the British influence, and counteract by every means in
my power these insidious attempts to extend, at our expense, the influence of other
nations.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

ALEX. BURNES,
On a Mission to Cabool.
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ABSTRACT.

Captain Burnes, on a Mission to Cabool, reports on the intrigue which has
been carrying on between the Chiefs of Candahar and Russia—traces it through all
its stages up to the present time, and reports that another envoy has been sent to
Tehran, and that it is believed the Candahar Chief will send his own son in the
sequel

Communicates also the favorable disposition of the Candahar family to Persia,
and that the Elchee from the Shah is still at Candahar, and likely to continue so, as
the Chiefs there fall in with his Master’s views, and discourage his proceeding to
Cabool for reasons which are stated.

Reports on the communications of Runjeet Sing with the Chiefs of Candahar,
and on the Mission now at that city from the Maharaja.

Concludes by stating that he will sedulously watch sucha nucleus of intrigue
as Candahar now appears to be, and, that so long as he is directed to continue in
these countries, he will omit nothing to counteract such insidious attempts on the
part of Russia, and Persia, to extend, at our expense, their influence among these
nations.

A. BURNES,

On a Mission to Cabool.
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ON HERAT, WITH A SKETCH OF THE STATE
OF AFFAIRS IN THE SURROUNDING
COUNTRIES.

1. While Persia prosecutes her designs against Herat it is desirable to
take a cursory view of the state of affairs in Herat itself, and the countries
adjacent to it, as well to understand the resistance which they can offer, as the facili-
ties which they afford, to an invading army. The variety of subjects treated, only
admits of this document being a sketch, in which light I give it.

2. Herat has been already described by so many travellers that any minute-
ness would be superfluous. It is situated in one of the richest countries in the east.
It is a walled town, with a citadel surrounded by a deep, wet ditch, which is supplied
with water from springs in it, and may also be filled from the river. The ditch is
in good, and the walls in tolerable, repair. The size of Herat has been greatly
overrated. The limited space occupied prevents its having the population assigned
to it, and it is not considered half the size of Cabool. Asiatics are not good judges
of the number of people in a city, but, in comparing one place with another, they
may be relied on. The importance of its situation is very great, and it has always
excrcised considerable influence over the affairs of Central Asia. ¢« The most

" polished court in the west of Europe could not, at the close of the 15th century

vie in magnificence with that of Herat.”*

3. Kamran, the present ruler, is the last remaining scion of the Sudozye princes
in Affghanistan. He is a man of bad passions, cruel, and dissipated, entirely in
the hands of Yar Mahomed Khan, Alekozye, an Affzhan, who has raised himself to
eminence at Herat by getting rid of all the other Chiefs. He is now Vizier, and
would remove Kamran himself, or substitute a son, in his stead, were he not afraid
of the great Huzara Chief, Shere Mahomed Khan, who resides to the north, and is
a devoted supporter of Kamran’s interests. The great tribe of the Berdooranies,
who were removed from Eastern Affghanistan to Herat, by Nadir, are nearly extinct
in Herat. Of 3000 families about one-fourth remain, and their Chief, Meer Sidik
Khan, has been lately put to death for real or supposed intrigues in Persia, and
Candahar. Shumsoodeen Khan Populzye, who distinguished himself in the last war
with Persia, and had the Government of Farrah, has now gone over to that power in

® Erskin's Buber.
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disgust, an unfortunate and ill-timed defection. The Chief of Lash, Shah Peesund
Khan, has also repaired to the Persian camp.

4. The garrison in Herat consists of about 10,000 men. The Vizier
and his family muster 1500, and the dependents of Kamran about 200 more, 6000
Dooranees, and other Affghans have been removed from Farrah into the city, and
besides these are 3000 foot, known by the name of “dou tulub.” These are also
Affghans, and a description of troops first established by Ahmed Shah Dooranee.
They were obliged to furnish a horseman for every pair of ploughs, but Kamran last
year converted the levy into foot, fixing two individuals for each plough. It caused
a great deal of dissatisfaction, but this, it is believed, is now removed. The Kuzzil-
bash or Sheah inhabitants have been either sold by the minister, or fled the country
with the exception of about 1200 families, who have been removed to a place called
Jakera, outside the city, to prevent treason. Many of the Soonee residents have been
also sold, but the rest remain. Provisions have been plentifully stored, and to this
time the city cannot be correctly said to be besieged, since two of its gates are open.
There are but 10 guns in Herat, and none of any calibre. The strength of the place
consists more in its position, than garrison. In 1833, when the present Shah of
Persia, then Mahomed Mirza, attacked Herat, the operations were interrupted by
the death of Abbas Mirza, and the Persians made a disastrous retreat to Tehran.

5. The Persian Army has been before Herat for the last 60 days without
making any impression upon it. Ghorian, the frontier town, and a strong place, was
betrayed into their hands, and this has enabled them to procure provisions, and make
good their footing, otherwise the subsistence of the Army would have been very diffi-
cult: asit is the defection of Shumsodeen Khan, and others has been most fortunate
for them. The season chosen for the attack is favorable to Persia in one respect,
because it prevents Kamran being succoured by the Khivans, Toorkmans, and
other natives of Toorkistan. If Herat can hold out till the equinox (Nouroz) it is
supposed, that this aid may be procured, as will be hereafter stated. If the Persians
are obliged to raise the siege, it will prove most calamitous to them, if Herat falls,
the power of the Affghans as a nation will be much broken. In Ghorian, Persia has

secured a great strong hold, which may hereafter enable her to hold her position, and
contribute to her ultimate success.

6. At the present time the Chiefship of Herat extends eastward to the

Garrison.

Siege of Herat.

Extent of Herat.

Khaushrood, ariver half way to Candahar. To the north it has but a few miles of Revenue—trade.

territory, the country, in that quarter, belonging to Shere Mahomed Khan, Huzara.
To the west is the District of Ghorian, which, before its capture, exercised an
influence over the Persian Canton of Khaf. To the south Herat is bounded by the
Helmund, and Seistan, Kamran having subdued this latter province about four years
ago. Herat has four Districts called « Wilayuts” and nine « Belooks.” The
« Wilayuts” are Obe, and Ghorian, on the east, and west, Kurookh, or Kalai, now on
the north, and Sabezwar, on the south. Its « Belooks” are the lands cultivated by
so many canals, and bear their names. Two-thirds of the produce is generally
taken by Government. It is doubtful if the revenue amounts to thirteen lacs of
rupees, but Kamran is rich in jewels, and hoarded treasure. Tyranny and trade do
not exist together.
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7. The territories of Herat need not be further described. I shall com-
mence from the south, and give in succession an account of the circumjacent coun-
tries. Seistan, though now a province of Herat, will deserve a short notice from its
former fame. The ruling family of this province, descended from the line of
Kyanee, has lately lost its power. After Behram Khan Kyanee, a son, succeeded to
the Government, and ruled over three Chiefs, two of whom were Seistanees, and
Sheahs, the other a Belooch. A brother rebelled, and sought the assistance of the
Belooch Chief, the son of Khan Jan, by an intermarriage. The rightful heir died,
or was put to death, and the Beloochees, ill using the rebellious brother, he fled to
Herat, and sued for the aid of Kamran. He immediately invaded Seistan, plundered
it, and drove off 6000 of its inhabitants captive, whom he sold into slavery, or ex-
changed to the Toorkmans for horses. He assigned to the Kyanee family the
town of Jahanabad, south of the Helmund, where they now reside, and fixed
his own Governor at Chuknusoor, north of the river. Little regular revenue
is derived from Seistan, except camels, cows, and sheep; it is thinly peopled, and
altogether a poor possession.

8. The most remarkable feature of this old province, is the intersection by the
Helmund, and its tributary rivers. Insummer all these are greatly swollen, and it
has been said that they form a lake called « Zurrah,” but the natives whom I inter-
rogated, were unacquainted with this name, and described the rivers to be lost in a
vast swampy region, full of reeds called «“ Hamoo.” Many of the places on the map
are also quite unknown, but this will be sufficiently accounted for, when it is stated,
that ancient forts are often laid bare by the blowing away of the sand, while modern
ones are overwhclmed. This is to the people a constant source of wonder, and
castles of a former age, are said to shew themselves, as newly from the hands of the
architect. The singular disappearance of the waters of the Helmund, and this
changeable face of nature would account for the many fabulous descriptions of
Seistan. Among innumerable ruins which I heard of, one in particular, that of an
old city called Zaideen, in the ¢ Loote,” or desert, yields many antiquities, rings,
coins, &c. which are taken by the finders to Farrah for sale. One curious property of
the climate is that the horse cannot live in it, and probably there are not 100 of
these in Seistan. Kamran lost nearly all his cavalry in his campaign, most of the
horses dying, from a disease of the digestive organs, contracted in it, which makes
it very unfavorable for military operation; but the camels of Scistan are cele-
brated.

9. To the north of Seistan, and south of Farrah, one of the Governments under
Herat, is the small District of Lash, held by Shah Pusund, (or Suloo) Khan, a
Sadozye Dooranee. Lash itself is a place of considerable strength in these parts,
being a fort on a scarped hill, or rock, which has resisted all Kamran’s endeavours
to take it. It is situated on the Farrah road, and with 7 or 8 small forts, forms all
the possessions of the Chief. Kamran unable to scize it, destroyed its
water courses. This hostile disposition has driven Shah Pusund Khan from his
natural friends, the Affghans, to Persia, with which he is leagued in hopes of warding
off danger from himself. The Chief is well spoken of in these countrics. He
received the Ex-King, Shooja-ool Moolk, after his last defeat at Candahar, who
fled there in hopes of support from Kamran, but though these members of
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of the Sudozye family exchange presents with each other, there is no cordiality,
since, in the success of either, one must fall, and at present Kamran has power, of
which Shooja has been deprived.

10. Kayn is the first Persian Province to the west of Farrah, and lies on the Kayn.
frontiers of the kingdom. It is entirely inhabited by Sheahs, which has led the Toork-
mans to seek for slaves in it during their ¢ chupaos” or forays. The inhabitants are
a timid race, and live in small forts, the number of which is very great. Kayn is a
country badly watered, and the bair tree, which always flourishes in arid countries, is
common. Birjind and Kayn are the principal places, and the district is ruled by a
Governor of its own, whose subjection to the Shah, however, is complete, since he
furnishes a quota of 3 or 4000 infantry when called upon. They form part of the
force at present before Herat. The Chief of Herat had designs on Kayn, and on a
difference between that, and the neighbouring canton of Tubbus, which arose six
years ago, Kamran lent his aid to the Governor of Kayn, but the dispute was adjusted.
Kayn was never subdued by Kamran, and it refused also to accept a Governor of
Abbas Meerza’s appointment in 1832. It is now held by a son of Meer Alum Khan,
its former Governor.

11. Adjoining Kayn and further to the west is Tubbus, which is also sub-  Tubbus.
ject to Persia, and inhabited by Sheahs. Its principal places are Tubbus, Toon, and
Goonabad ; of them Toon is the largest—it has its own Governor, Meer Ali Naghee
Khan, and very much resembles Kayn in soil and productions, though the orange tree

_ 18 not found in any other part of Khorasan. Its quota of troops is also furnished
in infantry, and both places are noted for the carpets which form part of their tribute.

12. North of Tubbus is Toorskish, a District which is well watered and peopled, ~ Toorskish.
yielding good fruit. Itis smaller than Kayn, and furnishes about 3000 troops to
the Shah, and has a Governor appointed over it. It lies south from Meshid.

13. Between Toorskish and Herat, and south of the road which leads from Khat.
Meshid to that city, is the District of Khaf, a miserable tract, with a climate very
incongenial from high winds. It has been nearly depopulated by the Toorkmans.

The principal place is Killah Rohee, which is held by Nussur oollah Teimoree, who
is a Sheah. Khaf could scarcely be said to be dependent on Persia till the present
campaign. The Sheah population is also out numbered by the Soonees, who are
Teimorees. Kamran’s minister had in some degree subdued Khaf, and very impru-

" dently garrisoned the frontier town of Ghorian by its natives, who were Sheahs,
which led to its being betrayed into the hands of the Shah.

14. The hilly country between Meshid and Herat, on both sides of the high &c'.r“ﬂ'“t Hyderee,
road to within 40 miles of that city, has been subject to Persia since 1833, and is
held directly under Meshid. Previous to that period many petty Chiefs, who were
robbers, occupied the tract. Of these Mahomed Khan Kuraie of Toorbut Hyde-
ree was the most notorious. He is now in the service of the Shah, and Toorbut, and
Sungan, his strong holds, are garrisoned by Persians. Near Toorbut is Shekh Jam, a
place of pilgrimage, which was held by the Huzaras, as also Mahmoodabad, and Shuhri-
L
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Now. On the approach of the Persians the population was marched further east,
and the few residents in these places only cultivate within a gun shot of their vil-
lages from fear of the Toorkmans. Water and forage abound.

15. North of the tract, and about 100 miles from Meshid lies Shurukhs, long
the scat of Toorkmans, who plundered Khorasan. In 1832, I saw it rich in the
spoils of others, but in a few months after it was surprised by Abbas Meerza in
person, who either captured, or killed its entire population. These who were
ransomed returned to Shurukhs, but on the following year, the Khivans, who claim
some power over it, insisted on their removing further into the desert to Merve
where they are located. Shurukhs has abundance of cultivable land on the banks
of the Tejend, but the excesses of its population scared away the traveller, and the
merchant, and if not now the residence of robbers, it lies on the route by which
these children of the desert issue to plunder on the frontiers of Persia.

16. Immediately north of Herat lies the country of the Soonee Huzaras, and
that portion of the tribe ruled by Shere Mahomed Khan of Killai Now, an adherent
of the Chief of Herat. This country includes Obe, and extends to the Moor-
ghab. On the last invasion of Herat, he removed about 4000 Tajik families from
their seats near Herat to the more fertile lands east of Punjdeh, on the bank of
that river, that if his enemies triumphed over him near Herat, he might still have

. subjects. 'This Chief has great power in these countries, and besides his attach-

ment to Kamran, has connections with the Khivans, Toorkmans, and Chiefs in and
about Maimuna, all of whom would only assist Herat through him. He plunders
the country of its property and inhabitants as far west as Meshid and Nishapoor,
and the petty Chiefs of Khaf, Toorskish, and Tubbus are glad to send him annual
presents to spare, in some degree, their people. He is a man about 45 years of age,
and of a better disposition than his cruel occupation would lead to the belief. He
is a nephew of Mohomed Khan Beglerbagee, and now holds that title. _He can take
the field with 6500 horse, 2000 of these dre constantly present, and 2000 more from
his “o0loos,” are to be assembled in a few days; 1500 are furnished from the
Feerozkohees, who are his subjects, and the Jumsheedee Eimaks, who are his friends
and coadjutors, will send 1000 more. He can also command 2 or 3000 horse from
Maimuna, and on the former invasion of the Persians all the Toorkinans co-operated
with him. ~ Without the aid of Shere Mahomed Khan, Herat could have no hope
against Persia, but that Chief will not aid Kamran against Candahar, or any other
power. Though cordial with Kamran, he is inimical to his minister, whom he con-
siders to have supplanted him in authority.

17.  Across the Moorghab, and towards Balkh, which city is in the territories
of the King of Bokhara, lie the small states of Maimuna, Aundkho, Shibbergam,
Sirepool, and Akehee; a connection, as I have before stated, subsists between them
and Herat, but since they are divided against each other, their aid is of small avail.
A minute account of them will better exhibit this; all of them are engaged in the

, slave trade, and independent, though they send presents of horses, both to Herat

and Bokhara. Maimuna is the most important of the whole, the Chief is Mizrab
Khan, an Uzbek, of the tribe Wun, and his country extends from Maimuna to the
Moorghab, and adjoins that of Shere Mahomed Khan Huzara. Maimuna itsclf is
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an open town, or rather village of about 500 houses, but the strength of the Chief
consists in his «ils,” moving p opulation, who frequent Ulmar, Jankira, Sorbagh,
Kaffir Khijrabad, Kusur, Chuchaktoo, Tukht-i-Khatoon, and other sites, which
can scarcely be called villages. He also numbers Arabs among his subjects, many
of that tribe having been long settled here. With his whole adherents drawn
out he could muster about 6000 horses, and three small guns, but he could never
quit his territories with half the number, as he is on bad terms with the Chief of
Sirepool, who is much feared though less powerful. Mizrab Khan is abont 40 years

of age, he succeeded his brother about 6 years ago whom he poisoned, a common

mode of disposing of people in these countries, and a fate which his own fatheralso met.

18. Andkho, or Andkoee, is ruled by Shah Wulee Khan, an Ufshur Toork,
who settled here, with others of his tribe, in the time of Nadir; they were then
Sheahs but are now Soonees. The «ils” of the Chief, besides his own race, are
Arabs, and he can furnish 500 horse, and is on good terms with Maimuna. Andkho
has a larger fixed population than Maimuna, being on one of the high roads to
Bokhara, but there is ascarcity of water in this canton. It is here that the wheatisa
triennial plant. Andkho is the place where Moorcroft perished.

19. Shibbergam belongs to an Uzbek Chief, named Roostun, who has a
character for moderation, he can muster 5 or 600 horses, and is in good terms with both
Maimuna and Koondooz. Shibbergam is considered to be a very ancient place,
being given to the days of the Kaffirs (Greeks) and still the strongest Fort in these
parts. The « ark,” or citadel, is built of brick and mortar, and surrounded by
other walls of mud. Kilick Ali Beg, the late Chief of Balkh, besieged it for seven
years without success, but it must only be understood to be strong against Uzbeks,
who are badly supplied with Artillery. Water is conducted to it from the rivulet
of Sirepool.

20. Zoolfkar Shere, an Uzbek of the tribe of Achumuelee, governs Sirepool,
and is known as a brave and determined man. Ile is on bad terms both with Koon-
dooz and Maimuna, and though he has only 1000 horses he resists the attacks of
both, and plunders all round. His feud with Maimuna arises on account of his
daughter, a wife of the former Chief, being seized by Mizrab Khan—his «ils” are in
Sungcharuk, Paogun, Goordewan, and Dughdral, and if he can enlarge their number,
which is not improbable, his power will be increased. Sirepool itself is as large as

Maimuna.

21. Akhchee is a dependancy of Balkh, and held by a son of Eshan Khoja,
the governor of that once vast city. Itis consequently tributary to Bokhara.
The Governor of Balkh, through fear, lately permitted Moorad Beg of Koondooz
to establish himself on one of the canalsof Balkh, but the King of Bokhara
sent a force of 8000 men, and has just dislodged him. Half of this body was
raised in Balkh, and the rest from Bokhara. The Koondooz Chief offered no
resistance to the King.

22. All of these Chiefships are situated in the plain country, which in general
is well watered by rills, or canals, and has abundance of forage for camels and horses,

Andkho.

Shibbergam,

Sirepool.

Akhchee and Balkh.

Supplies, roads, and
nature of these Chief-
ships.
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which are numerous. The soil is dry, but there are many gardens near the towns.
The style of building from a scarcity of wood is that of the bee-hive shape. There
is a good open caravan road from Meshid to Balkh, which is a journey of 16 days;
thus from Meshid to Shurukhs 4, to the Moorghab 3, to Maimuna 4, and to Balkh
in 5 days. This is much the nearest route to Cabool from the west.

23. Between Herat and Cabool, and south of these Chiefships, lies the moun-
tainous country of the Huzaras. The journey between the cities has been performed
in 12 days by Shah Zuman with a body of horse, and is said to be passable for artil-
lery of small calibre. Caravans also travel it in summer, but the ascents and descents
of innumerable hills are such that it is very fatiguing to the cattle, and the roads
from Cabool by Maimuna, or Candahar are always performed. Towards Herat the

* Huzara tribes are Soonees, while those near Cabool are Sheahs, which is a singular re-

Candabar,

Probable effects of
Persian invasion, and
ascendancy.

versal, since the people of Cabool are of the former, and those of Persia of the latter
persuasion. About Khojee Chist, East Obé, and Herat, the Teimorees are partially
submissive to Shere Mahomed Khan, and will assist Herat. Those who are near
Maimuna, and in the adjoining states are plundered by them, while Moorad Beg of
Koondooz ¢ chupaos” the country to Yakoalung, over three of the passes of Hindoo
Koosh, and near Bamian. The eastern portion, about Bamian and west of the road
between Ghuzni, and Candahar, are subjects of Cabool, and pay a regular tribute.
They are the Huzaras of Besoot, Dih Zungee, (in part) Kara Bagh, and Jaghooree.
The Kuzzilbashes of Cabool have orders given on the greater part of this tract for
their allowances, the people being Sheahs, but the revenues of Besoot are generally
collected by one of the Ameer’s sons. The Huzaras of Faloda Hoojuristan, which is
west of Jaghooree, as well as those of Dih Koondee, secure independence from their
remote position. The whole race is without a head, or it might prove very formi-
dable; at present they are driven off, in every direction, and sold like sheep. Atno
period did the Kings of Cabool derive so much revenue from them, as is now
procured by Dost Mahomed Khan. The eastern Huzaras are bigoted Sheahs, and
devotedly attached to the Persian party in Affghanistan.

24. South of the Territories of the Huzaras, we have the Chiefship of Canda-
har, but its affairs require a more extended notice than can be here given to them.
It will be sufficient to observe, that if Herat were not crippled by Persia, Candahar
could not resist an attack from it, without the aid of Cabool. The position of Can-
dahar is isolated, and its cordial union with Cabool is therefore necessary for its
existence, and preservation. The Chiefs themselves are perfectly aware of their
danger, and in seeking an alliance with Persia, have no sincerity in their solicitude,
but the object of security against Herat. Their position is further endangered by
differences, which are unhappily too frequent among the ruling brothers, and which
foreign threats do not always extinguish.

25. Having thus passed in review the state of Herat itself, and the countries
around it, they certainly would not appear to be in a condition likely to offer much,
resistance to a power which had any consolidation. If Persia fails in the present
attack, the result may be disastrous to her, but if enabled to establish an ascendancy
in Herat, she could, in course of time, bring under subjection the petty States
to the North ; she could never advance a step further east without paralyzing or
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conquering them. The Affghans themselves view, with concern, and many of them
with despair, the present invasion by Persia; the whole resources of that country,
say they, have never of late years been arrayed under the Shah, and that this attack
differs, in consequence from all others. If it prove successful they anticipate the
removal of the Affghans round Herat, into the interior of the kingdom according to
a usage very common in these countries, which will let in upon its fertile plains the
neighbouring Sheah subjects of Persia, and thus fix its supremacy, and supplant the
feelings of the Affghans in religion and policy by those of Persia. Should these
opinions turn out well founded the result of the campaign will be most
calamitous to the Affghan people, though the progress of Persia towards
Cabool itself would even, in that case, be still impeded by the number of
Chiefships, though that number, and their disunion would ensure their ulti-
mate fall. Jt is fortunate that the Huzaras about Herat are enemies, in creed,
to Persia, and that the whole country to the Indus, is inhabited by rigid
Soonees; still, with a tolerant policy that interfered not with their religion, any
power might overrun, and maintain the region lying between India and Persia. Had

and kill cows, he might have possessed himself of the entire kingdom of Ahmed
Shah Dooranee. But Persia is not likely to pursue more enlightened views, and
the present reigning family in Affghanistan, the Barukzyes may avail themselves of
the opportunity to secure their possessions by submitting te this power, for since
Persia cannot govern them herself, they may do it under her. Should, however the
Affghans, circumscribed though they now are by narrow limits, be freed from appre-
hension on the east, instead of following the destinies of Persia, on the fall of
Herat, they might, without difficulty, be united when their country would form a
barrier not to be forced by future aggressors. The materials are by no means so
incoherent as they at first sight appear, but, without measures that will ensure their
union as a nation, (whatever independence may be allowed to each Chiefship) this
country must sink under one of even inferior resources.

(Signed)  A. BURNES,

On a Mission to Cabool.
Cabool, 7th February, 1838.

(True Copy)
H. TORRENS,
Deputy Secretary to Government of India,
with the Governor General.
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No. IX.

SUPPLEMENTARY NOTICE ON THE STATES OF
TOORKISTAN.

1. With what has been already written, and published regarding the Uzbek
States of Khiva, Bokhara, and Kokan, it becomes uunecessary to say much
regarding them or describe any ‘thing but their existing state and condition.
I shall however endeavour to supply a few illustrative facts, which have been over-
looked by myself or others.

2. The most western of these States is Khiva, better known to Asiatics under
the name of Orgunje. ' It is the smallest of the three, and the most needy, which
increases the activity of Ullah Koli Khan and his people, who are certainly the
most notorious robbers in Toorkistan. This Chief has about 8000 good horses, and
an “allaman” or plundering party, is sent forth once in twenty days. The extent
of their journeys appears incredible. They go as far as the shores of the Caspian, and
the frontiers of Persia, and have been known to visit the neighbourhood of Oren-
burgh ! They also frequent the banks of the Sir, and a short time since, made an
inroad, north of Kokan, into the Chinese territories, without ever quitting the desert
or seeing the inhabitable part of these countries. The unlimited power possessed
by the Khan seems to aecount for such achievements. The country is one large
estate, directly under him, the people are more slaves than subjects, the whole
of the land is considered his, by hereditary right ; there is no buying or selling it
each person keeps a record of what he pays to the Government, and when an ex-
change takes place under its sanction, the record is handed over with the land.

3. With so little independence and the powers of the state in hands so despo-
tie, we are to expect little prosperity in Khiva. The command of water gives por-
tions of the country facilities for cultivation, which present to the eye rich verdure,
and some good gardens, but as compared with Bokhara, and Kokan, Orgunje,
though occupying the Delta of the Oxus, is described to be a country but poorly

_cultivated. Two years since there was such a scarcity of grain, that it was imported

from Bokhara, the States being still friendly. The Tajik population of Toorkistan is
numerous, but there are none of that industrious race in Orgunje, nor are there Hin-
dooe. Uzbeks, Toorkmans, a few Affighans, and slaves, make up the population.
Every tribe, which can be caught, is enslaved, but Jews and Hindoos ; they have no
regard to a Mahomedan, being a Sheah or a Soonee; and Persians, Affghans, Indians,
Cashmeerians, and Russians are indiscriminately seized. The people are extremely

rude in dress and manners, &c. The Khan resides in a poor fort, destitute of comfort. ~
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I met a native of Cashmeer, a braider of pelisses, who had ventured to Orgunje
with a rich dress for the Khan, who was so delighted with it, that he gave the man
double its value, and would have been more liberal had the garment been longer,
but it only reached to his knees, for Ullah Koli is a man of very tall stature. He
also freed the man’s goods from the tax of one in forty, and directed him to be
safely escorted out of the country.

4. In Orgunje some attention is paid to the law (Shura,) in levyingthe transit
duties on goods passing to and from Russia, on the route of which the country lies.
The Vizier, Bugnias, and his brother Urnias, however, while they manage the cus-
tom house, also conduct all the plundering expeditions, so that the merchants have
little confidence in their proceedings. This, with the piteous complaints made to
strangers by the slaves, leaves an unfavorable impression regarding Khiva in the
minds of these men, who abridge their stay as much as possible. The route fol-
lowed in passing to Orenburg in Russia, lies between the Caspian, and the Aral,
and asit has not, I believe, been described, requires a passing notice. It is a journey
of about 45 or 48 days. Old Orgunje is the first place on the journey, and is
marked by a lofty minaret, and many ruins, though it has of late been peopled by
order of the Khan. The eight days’ halt is at a small ruined Fort, called Kir, on

Trade transits—route
to Russia.

the banks of the Aral (Dengiz), which was once in the hands of the Russians, but -

8 now poesessed by Kuzzuks under Khiva. Here the road brauches off to Mangus-
luck, on the Caspian. For ten days beyond Kir the road runs on an elevated
stony ridge, overlooking the Aral, till it meets the hard sand which continues to
Orenburg. The caravan generally halts on the Aral, and though its water is not
drinkable, a supply is procured by digging pits on the verge of this inland sea.
The islandsof the Aral furnish mineral salt with which Orgunje is supplied. For
three marches south of Orenburg there are small forts at the halting places which
the Russians have caused to be built as a protection against the Kuzzuks, who
are incited by the Khivans to molest the Russians. It seems singular that a
nation, with so many Mahomedan subjects as Russia, should not have hit upon
some expedient to conciliate this petty chiefship; but, if my information be
correct, there is an inscription on the gate of Orenburg which lies towards
Khiva, setting forth that “he who wishes to be a king, let him go against
Orgunje !”

5. Between Khiva and Kokan lies the State of Bokhara, the capital city of

, which is 15 days journey for a caravan, or upwards of 250 miles from Orgunje. The
most remarkable change which this religious and commercial principality appears

to have undergone is in the proceedings of the King. Instead of trusting his affairs

to Mahomed Hakim Bee, the Koosh Begee, who would serve him with the experi-

ence derived from his four predecessors, he has of late exhibited much, that is,

headstrong in his conduct. His disposition is suspicious, his temper bad, and

in his morals he has but ill sustained the dignity of his title of «Commander
of the Faithful” He has not disgraced his minister, or deprived him of his
property, but he has removed him from the confidence which he once enjoyed,
and placed himself under a man of profligate character, named the Reis, whose
system of universal espionage has given great dissatisfaction to the community.
His Majesty however has yet constaut recourse to the Koosh Begee, and as it is an

Bokhars—character
of the King.
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universal opinion that this country could not be managed without him, it is
not improbable that he will regain his influence. The King pretends to all the
religious sanctity of his parent, and lately handed over a library, rated by some at
no less than 16,000 volumes, mostly in Arabic, to the different colleges in the city,
that the Moollahs might benefit by this accession of religious learning. Some of
the works were in the Persian and Toorkee languages, and in addition to enlighten-
ing the Doctors of Bokhara, it is to be hoped, that the time is not far distant when
this splendid collection of works may undergo examination by some of our Oriental
scholars,

6. To further ingratiate himself with the Moollahs, the King of Bokhara
discovered objections to the residence of Hindoos in his capital, though they are its
main support. In his religious zeal he demanded of them by what code they were
guided, and this supple people misled, I suppose, by the general and increasing
bigotry, stated themselves to be ¢ Ibrahimus,” that is, followers of Abraham. This
involved them in fresh difficulties, for if they were such, the burning of their dead
was unlawful, and was prohibited under the severest penalties, which no bribery
could overcome. It was also pronounced to be illegal for a Mahomedan to trade

with the money of a Hindoo, and many who were suspected were arbitrarily taxed

" External policy.

in consequence, and arrears demanded for a period of three years. Somie of the
Hindoos further added to the persecutions of their countrymen by their own laxity
and dissipation, till the unhappy race fled in numbers from the city, and merchants
were obliged to seek instead Mahomedans as their agents. The diminution of trade,
and the want of confidence, to which a system so injudicious gave rise brought
reason to the King, but he is believed to have been more influenced by the outery
of his Mahomedan neighbours, who denied his interpretations of the Koran to
authorize such proceedings. At all events, the restrictions have of late been remov-
ed, and the Hindoos prosecute again in this distant emporium, those commercial
speculations which have enriched the country, and themselves.

7. Nor did the King of Bokhara confine himself to a change of internal policy,
but he has altered his footing with the neighbouring States, and here perhaps he has
acted more wisely. The Chief of Koondooz encroached upon his territories at
Balkh, and he has driven him from the position which he had taken up. He has
also put on a much better state than formerly, his relations with Shubr Subz, against
which he proceeded in person. Distractions in Hissar, which lies between Shuhr Subz
and Balkh, have likewise enabled him to extend his power over it, and exact regular
tribute. He is now endeavouring to raise a body of regular infantry, but Uzbeks
are not suited for such a service. His Majesty has also, for the first time, opened
a communication with the Chief of Cabool, and an exchange of Envoys and presents
has passed between them ; this new born friendship arising from Dost Mahomed
Khan’s wars with the «infidel” Sikhs, nor it is improbable, if these wars continue,
that the Affghans may derive some pecuniary assistance from Bokhara. To
support him in these expeditions, the King has levied the “ jool,”* or tax, according
to Mahomedan usage, but this latter act has not injured the commercial prosperity
of the country.

® A Turkish word implying house tax.
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8. Kokan is about the same distance eastward of Bokhara, as Khiva is to the
west. It is ruled by Mahomed Ali Khan, who takes the title of Khan Huzrut.
His power is on the ascendant, he has established his influence over Tashkend,
Toorkistan, and all the cultivated country north of Kokan, and many of the Kuzzuk
tribes between his country and Russia; he receives the duties, on Mahomedan com-
merce, of the frontier Chinese territories of Cashgar and Yarkund, having settled
his differences with Pekin. To the south the supremacy over the small district of
Derwaz is disputed by the Khan, and the Meer of Koondooz. There is not much cor-
diality between the Chief and the King of Bokhara, and not long since, when his
brother fled to Bokhara, he demanded his being sent out of the country, which was
acceded to. This person was betrothed to a daughter of the Chief of Shuhr Subz,
whom the King of Bokhara resolved to seize, but this was also prevented. These
facts bespeak prosperity. The Khan of Kokan has sent at the present time, an
Ambassador, with rarities of horses, swords, shawls, and a very valuable Koran, to
the Sultan at Constantinople, with whom an intercourse is more regularly kept up,
than by the other States. He also sends agents to the Emperors of Russia and
China. In return for presents to the latter the Chinese gave the Kokan Envoy
more valuable gifts than they sent to his master, the honor of conferring any thing
being considered very great. All the articles consisted in sets of nine, a favorite
number among this people. With the assistance of the Kuzzuks, Kokan could take
the field with 4000 horse, but no part of them are so well mounted as the troops of
Khiva. Guns may be cast at Kokan, and the Chief now possesses 30 pieces of
small ordnance. Mahomed Ali Khan is a young man, he has reigned about 14
years, and succeeded his father when upwards of 23 years of age. His eldest son,
Mahomed Ameer Khan, has attained the age of 13. The title of his Minister is
Dusterkhwanchee.

9. The Government of Kokan is described in favorable terms, and has
attracted to his country many of the exiles of Budukhshan. A colony of Jews,
from Bokhara, has also settled here,as well as inits provincial towns of Murghi-

"lan and Namgan. They do not engage in foreign trade being chiefly dyers, and they
pay a poll tax as is usual in Mahomedan countries. Kokan itself occupies as large
a space of ground as Bokhara, but it is not nearly so populous, there being many
gardens in the town, which is also open. Several new bazars have, of late, been
built, as well as mosques. There is less bigotry than in Bokhara. Provisions are
also cheaper by one-half in Kokan, and sheep, cows, and horses (which are also
used as food) abound. The climate is highly salubrious. The Sir, or Jaxartes
fertilizes the country, and also furnishes abundance of pasture. This is a fordable
river above Namgan. There is a very ancient city called Choost, two days journey,
north of Kokan, from which antiques are brought. Kokan has celebrity from three
curiosities, a kind of ruby, which was discovered 16 or 17 years ago, though inferior
to the gems of Budukhshan; the ¢ sung-i-shuftaloo,” or plum stone, so called from
resembling that fruit in shape, though its colour is white, and it is exported to
China; and a kind of native verdigrease. Coal is also brought from the districts
eastward of Kokan, towards Cashgar.

10. 'The numerical strength of cavalry which these Uzbek States can furnish,
though it be not after all very considerable, may suggest an idéa of their power,
N .

Kokan, its power.

Troops of the Uzbek
States.
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too favorable to them. As soldiers, the Uzbeks are much inferior to the Toork-
mans; and, I believe, to the Kuzazuks, and all the wandering tribes. The
“horse is 8o common that every man can procure a mount of some kind, for these
animals are driven about in flocks of thousands, like cattle in other countries, and
sell from one to two tillas a head (15s. to £1 10s.) Besides his use in war, the horse
is here an article of provision, he is also used to plough, and to drag the ferry boat
across the rivers, and further, is extensively exported to other countries. But many
of these horses are of small size, and very inferior animals, and though « clouds of
cavalry” may not be an inapplicable term, where it is unusual to be seen on foot,
these tribes are more remarkable as plunderers than soldiers; still they endure
with patience, great hardships, and fatigue, and though badly armed, do much
injury in the neighbouring countries, while steppes and desert protect them in
their own.
ALEX. BURNES,

Cabool, 20th Feb. 1838. On a Mission to Cabool,
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NOTICE

ON THE

AFFAIRS OF CANDAHAR 1IN 1838,

WITH A SKETCH OF THE PRECEDING DOORANEE HISTORY.

By Lievr. R. LEECH, Engineers,

Assistant on a Mission to Cabool.

Perhaps at no time since the disorganization of the Kingdom of the Dooranees,
has Candahar appeared to a greater physical, and in consequence a greater moral
disadvantage than at present. Harassed from the West as the Sirdars of Candahar
are by Shah Kamran of Herat, and dreading the ambition of their Brother Dost
Mohomed of Cabool, their struggles to gain strength to cope with the one, and
defy the other, are followed by unpopularity, jealousy, and hatred, among the
inferior chiefs of their one tribes, whom for their own views of aggrandisement they
seek to ruin; and by the imprecations of the mercantile and labouring classes, on
-whom they are obliged to impose burthensome taxes, to keep up the little power
they possess. Amoug their immediate retainers even they might in vain seek for
attachment ; arrears of salary, unrewarded services, and arbitrary confiscations forbid
the feeling. Possessing no right to rule than that of fortunc and the sword, they
have no affection for their country or subjects. Their ambition is the ambition of
robbers, and their law the law of caprice. This might seem to be the picture of
any small state under an arbitrary Government, at any time, and in any part of the
world : but the existence of this state under a triumvirate of brothers, each jealous
of the other, constitutes its peculiarity; and it is a matter of wonder that they
should bave so long escaped the dagger of the assassin; (their tyrannmical acts
daily procuring thein fresh enemies, ruling a barbarous nation, and being undefend-
ed by a standing army or even a body guard.) It is only to be accounted for by
the fact that no man could here trust his neighbour with such a plot; and I ques-
tion whether any of the political factions of the country are composed of more than
an individual

2. Such are the taxes, that they extend from that on the murder of a citizen, to
that on the sale of a pair of shoes, and the Sirdars may literally be said to live from
band to mouth, for, what perbaps is known in no other capital city of the world,
the taxes are levied daily.

General Remarks.

Taxes.
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3. Candahar may be termed the cradle of the Dooranees for in this principality
are found the map of the tribes of Papalzais, Barakzais, and Alakozais, and the
tribes included under the title of Punchpéy, viz. Noorzai, Alezai, Isanezai, &c. &c.

4. Before entering on the topic of the commection which exists between
Candabar and the several other powers of Affghansthan, it will be to the purpose
to sketch briefly the history of that country subsequent to the time of Ahmed Shih.

5. This chief found himself at the head of Affghan nation in A. D. 1747, and
retained his position chiefly from the fortunate accident of the treasure of the Persian
conqueror, Nadir Shah, his predecessor, falling into his hands at the same time :
for had he not been thus fortunate, he would have found a rather perplexing oppo-
nent, in his brother chieftain Hajee Jamal, a Barakzai, the grandfather of the
present chiefs of Affghanistan, whose tribe had at all times been one of the most
numerous and powerful of the Dooranees.

6. Hajee Jamal it is said for some days kept up a separate state, paying his
new retainers in leather, a caravan of which commodity had fallen into his hands;
Ahmed Shah however persuaded the old chief, who was almost in his dotage, to
undertake the Haj (pilgrimage to Mecca.)

7. Ahmed Shéh after carrying his arms into Turkistin and India, against the
latter of which he made seven campaigns, died in 1773 being succeeded by his son

Timoor Shah, not without some opposition being made by his brother Abdul Khalak
at Ghaznee.

8. This prince had not the ability to follow the successful steps of his father,
or to consolidate the conquests of the former reign; he died at Cabool in 1793
without any thing worthy of notice marking his reign.

9. On his death a faction headed by his favorite queen, placed Prince Zemsn
on the throne of Cabool. Candahar was seized by his elder brother Hamayoon,

Peshawer by Abbas, another Prince of the blood, and Herat by Hajee Fairozad-deen
and Mahmood.

10. Shah Zemén during the early part of his reign, listened to the counsels of
his minister Ramatulla Khan, and wasted his power in ill timed invasions of India.
It was this king that raised Runjeet Singh to consequence in the Punjab, having
created him viceroy there. Shah Zemén previous to one of his invasions of India
rejected his brother Hamayoon from Candahar, and taking him prisoner with him to
Bhag, there blinded him; he also imprisoned Abbas and secured Peshawer. On his
return from one of his latest campaigns, having detached the Shaheeuchee-bashee
with a force against the Sikhs (who was killed at Guzerat) his Vizier Ramatulla
Khan persuaded him that his nobles had entered into a conspiracy to dethrone him,
and that they held their counsels at the house of a learned and pretendingly pious
man Myan Ghulum Mahammed. Among the nobles, was Penda Khan the father of
the present Affghan Chiefs, who received the title of Sirfraz Khan from Timoor
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Shah for his brave conduct in the battle of Multan; Shah Zeman had him with
several others of the principal nobles put to death in Candahar. His wife with her
eldest son Fatteh Khan fled to Mahmood who was in retirement in Persia ; they col-
lected a force, and took Herat, while Shah Zeman was in a campaign in the Punjab,
from his sons Princes Naseer and Hyder: this news brought Shah Zeman, from
Hindoostan; Mahmood had in the interval taken Candahar from Prince Kaisar, and
a battle took place between the two rivals at Mukud, which ended in the defeat of
Shah Zeman, who fled to Cabool, where, however he could not keep his position,
but retired to Peshbulak, almost alone and took refuge in the house of a mulla
named Ashuk, who betrayed him to a party that Mahmood had sent in pursuit of him;
by whom he was taken a prisoner to Cabool, where his eyes were put out, and his
Vizier Ramatulla Khan after being paraded through the streets on an ass, was
beheaded.

11. Shuja-ool-Moolk, the full brother of Shah Zeman, who had been left in
charge of the Government of Peshawar, and of the treasury, collected a force, and
marched towards Cabool; he encountered the army of Mahmood Shah at Ishpan where
suffering a defeat, he retired to Teera, and took refuge with a Khyberee by name
Mahomed Ameen Khan: Mahmood Shah, with his son Prince Kamran, and Vizier
Fatteh Khan then proceeded to Peshawar ; which having occupied, they again returned
to Cabool bringing with them a considerable treasure.

12. At this time a quarrel took place between Vizier Fatteh Khan, and the
Mukhtyar-a-dowla Sher Mahammed Khan (the son of Shah Walee Khan, Vizier of
Ahmed Shah, and father of Ata Mahomed Khan the Governor of Cashmere) for the
office of prime minister. Mahmood Shah sent the former, with his son Prince
Kamran to hold the Government of Candahar, and kept the latter with him. This
chief shortly afterwards performed gcod services in defeating the Gheilzes at
Maidan, who had proclaimed Abdul Raheem Khan Hotkee, King, and Shahhadeen
Khan Tokhee, Vizier. In this battle other noblemen Gulisthan Khan and Ahmed
Khan Noorzai performed good service to Mahmood.

13. This monarch had, however, now become indifferent to the distribution of
Jjustice, and his reign was for a time threatened with extinction. A Sayad had at
that time considerable influence over the Soonnee inhabitants of Cabool: this man
by name Meer Waiz had connected himself with Sher Mohomed Khan the Vizier. A
petition was made to the king to make retribution on the Kazalbash portion of the
inhabitants, for the murder by one of their body of a Soonnee boy while in the public
bath. The king turning a deaf ear, application was made to the Lord Bishop (if he
can be so termed) who raised the Soonnee population, and sent an invitation to Shuja-
ool- Moolk to repair to Cabool, who on his arrival there, found his rival imprisoned and
at the mediation of the blind Zeman spared his eyesight; though he kept him in
strict confinement.

14. Kamran and Vizier Fatteh Khan took refuge in flight, and retired to
Maroof while Shuja-ool-Moolk occupied Candahar ; here he installed Noor Dil Khan
in the honors of Fatteh Khan his elder brother—he, however, afterwards enticed the
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latter with promises to Candahar, where he imprisoned him; Meer Alam Khan
Noorzai acted as his jailor and in prison once offered indignity to his captive, by
kicking him in the face and forcing out two front teeth—Shuja-ool-Moolk at last
released the Vizier on the condition of getting his sister Taj Bebee in marriage, and
restored him to his honors. He then made a descent on Sinde, and returned through
Derajat and Peshawar to Cabool, where he fitted out an army under Sher Mahomed
Kban Mukhtyar a doulah for the conquest of Cashmeer, then held by Abdulla Khan,
the father of the present Vizier of Herat, Yar Mahomed Khan, who for some time
withstood a siege in a fort of his own near Shahabad, but finally surrendered, having
first drank poison. Sher Mahomed Khan left his son in charge of the Governmens
of Cashmere, and returned to Affghanistin with a considerable treasure.

15. Shuja-ool-Moolk had in the meantime appointed Akram Khan his Vizier,
and was at the time of Sher Mahomed’s arrival in Cabool engaged on a descent on
Sinde. The latter enraged at his being superceded, placed himself at the head of a
faction, and raised Prince Kaisar the son of Shah Zeman, whom Shuja-ool-Moolk left
in the Government of Cabool, to the throne. This news reached the Shah while in
Sinde, he returned through Derajat (from whence Fatteh Khan left him) and joined
Mabmood at Peshawar, where Sher Mahomed with Prince Kaisar offered him battle;
the latter was forced to flee, and the former fell into the hands of the Shah wha
beheaded him; he then fitted out an army under Akram Khan against Cashmere, held
by Ata Mahammed Khan, who had joined his father the late Vizier in his rebellion.

16. Shuja-ool-Moolk returned to Cabool, where he found Meer Waiz (the Lord
Bishop) had on account of the execution of Sher Mahomed, released from prison
the Princes of the blood, and what was a more irreparable act released Mahmood
and Kamran, the former the Shah again secured, but the latter were beyond his
power in Herat. The Shah then marched to Candahar from which place he sent
to have Meer Waiz murdered ; which act was done to his satisfuction ; thence mak-
ing another descent on Sinde, he returned by Derajat to Peshawar, where he was
joined by Akram Khan, who had been defeated in Cashmere.

17. News at this time arrived that Mahmood, Kamran, and Fatteh Khan had
collected an army, and had taken Candahar, and subsequently Cabool ; Shuja col-
lected an army, and gave battle to his rivals at Namla, but being defeated, with the
loss of considerable treasure, fled through Chira to Attock and sought protection
with Runjeet Singh, then ruler of the Punjab; where not receiving good treatment
and being defrauded of the famous diamond the Kohinoor by that ruler, he sought
protection from the British in Loodiana having reigned seven years. It was after this
battle that Fatteh Khan by the execution of Meer Alam, avenged the loss of his teeth.

18. Mahmood then for thc first time, secure of the throne, proceeded to
Peshawar ; in the Government of which place he installed his brother Ayoob, and
gave him as a co-adjutor, Mahammed Azeem Khan, the brother of the Vizier Fatteh
Khan; returning to Cabool he then reinstated another brother Prince Hasham,
with Sultan Mahomed Khan, another of the Vigier's brothers, and proceeding thence
to Candahar, left Prince Kamran and Noor-Dil-Khan in charge of the Government :
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be finally retired to Herat, and appointed his brother Prince Ferozodeen, Governor;
being assisted by Kohin Dil Khan, another of the Vizier's brothers, and Nuwab Jabbar
Khan was made Governor of Derajat.

19. Mahmood then returned to Peshawar, and detached Vizier Fatteh Khan
for the conquest of Cashmere, who, leaving his brother Ata Mahammed Khan, at
Peshawar, took Mahammed Azeem Khan with him; and having defeated Ata Ma-
hammed Bamezai, and taken Cashmere, installed that brother in the Government,
who held it for three years before he had to resist an invasion of the Sikhs and a
subsequent one of Shuja-ool-Moolk ; Ata Mahammed fled to Candahar, where Kam-
ran gave him a post about his person; and Jahan Dad Khan his brother surrendered
Attock to the Sikhs.

20. Mahmood had in the mean time appointed Ibrahim Khan Jamsheedee
Yisier; which considerably annoyed Vizier Fatteh Khan. Mahmood appointed
him to proceed with a force and take Herat from Prince Ferozodeen who had
bavo paying tribute to Persia. This he accomplished, took Ferozodeen prisoner,
ransacked his treasure, and harem, and being induced by the promises of assist-
ance made to him by a discontented Chief of Khorasan, Mahammed Khan Kohee
by name, he endeavored to carry his arms into Khorasan, but being defeated
by the Prince Governor of Meschid, be retired to Herat; where Kamran also
repaired, leaving his father Mahmood in Candahar. Here at the instigation of his
Vizier Ata Mahammed Bamezai, he seized Vizier Fatteh Khan and put out his cyes.
Dost Mohamed Khan, who now first figures in Afighan history, was with his brother;
be made his cscape, and joined Mahammed Azoem Khan in Cashmere: the Sikhs had
in the mean time taken Peshawar from Yar Mahomed Khan though they ouly
oocupied it three days.

21. Mahmood Shah and Kamran taking with them the blind Vizier came to
Candahar, whence they detached Prince Jehangeer, Kamran's son, and Ata Maham-
med Bamezai, to take Cabool from Sultan Mahomed Khan, who vacated the city,
and fied to his brother in Cashmere, accompanied by Yar Mahomed Khan from
Peshawar.

92. Dost Mohammed had been furnished in the mean time by his brother
Mahammed Azeem with 14 lacs of rupces to collect an army, he procoeded with
this force to (‘abool, where he decfeatcd Jahangeer, and scizing Ata Mahomed
Bamezai deprived him of sight. Kamran brought a force from Candahar, and
caused Vizier Fatteh Khan to be massacred in his own presence, at Seidabad ; be
then advanced to within a few miles of (‘abool to Chirascequ, where he was engaged
by Dost Mohamed, who gave him a signal defeat, and Sher Dil Kban, haviog in
the mean time come from Maroof and seized Candahar, he was obliged to retire to
Herast. Afterwards paying to Persia the same tribute that Ferozodeen had done.

23 Mahammed Azcem Khan loaving his brother Nuwab Jabber Khaa in the
Government of Cashmere retumed with a force to Peshawar, where he with Yar
Mahomed, proclaimed Prince Ayoob King, whilo Dost Mobamed in Cabool pro-
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claimed Sultan Ally, another of Mahmood’s brothers; Azeem Khan arriving in
Cabool instigated Prince Ismael, the son of Prince Ayoob, to murder Sultan Ally,
which he did in open court. Dost Mohamed taking offence retired to Ghaznee
which he took from Ghazee Khan, whom he put to death; here Azeem Khan
followed him, a battle took place which ended in Ghaznee being given to Dost
Mahomed. Azeem Khan thence proceeded to Candabar, and made a descent on
Shikarpore, and returned again to Cabool through Derajat and Peshawar; whence
he again returned with a force, and engaged the Sikhs at Nousher, where he was
defeated. The Sikhs occupied Peshawar for 15 days, and then evacuated it in
favor of Mahammed Azeem Khan and brothers, on condition of their paying a year-
ly tribute of 40 horses and 40 Kharwars of Bhada rice.

24. Mahammed Azeem Khan returned to Cabool, where shortly after he died,
and Habeebulla Khan his son succeeded as head of the family. A short time afterwards
a dispute arose between him and Dost Mohamed, which ended in an engagement,
and the retreat of Dost Mohamed Khan to Candahar, and of Ameer Mahomed
Khan to Ghaznee; the former succeeded in interesting his brothers Sher Dil Khan
and Noor Dil Khan in his favor, who proceeded to Cabool with him on a pretence of
reconciling him to Habeebulla Khan ; on their arrival they however seized the latter,
Sher Dil, and Noor Dil Khan’s taking his treasure, proceeded back to Candahar leav-
ing Dost Mohamed Khan in- possession of Cabool, and of the person of Habeebulla
who however received an allowance.

25. At this time Syad Ahmed, a fanatic made his appearance in Cabool; here he
was not treated with the respect by Dost Mohamed which he thought his avocation, viz.
a religious war on the infidel Sikhs, ought to secure for him ; he retired to Peshawar
where Sultan Mahomed Khan, who had been ejected from Cabool by Dost Mohamed,
and YarMahomedKhan joined him, and several engagements took place with the Sikhs.
Runjeet Singh succeeded in bribing Yar Mahomed with promises to poison the Syad
during one of their engagements ; this he attempted but without success, and the Syad
retreated to Panchtar in the Eesafzai country, whence he annoyed the Sikhs in
nightly attacks.

26. The Sikhs bribed Yar Mahomed a second time to do away with the Syad ;
they both collected forces and a battle took place in which Yar Mahomed was
killed, and Sultan Mahomed was forced to retreat, the Syad however recalled him,
and giving him confidence reinstated him in Peshawar, and himself repaired to the
country of Eesafzais, and carried on a predatory war with the Sikhs, in one of which
he was slain.

27. Sultan Mahomed Khan continued in possession of Peshawar, paying
tribute to Runjeet Singh. Shuja-ool-Moolk then fitted out an expedition and pro-
mising Runjeet Sing Peshawar proceeded via Sinde, and besieged Candahar, but on

. Dost Mohamed coming to its rescue, he was forced to flee again. The Sikhs

having taken possession of Peshawar, Sultan Mahomed retreated to Cabool, where
Dost Mohamed collected a force of Ghazees (crusaders) and accompanied Sultan
Mahomed to Peshawar, and the armies remained opposed to each other for



( 51 )

fifteen days when Runjeet Singh intrigued with Sultan Mahomed Khan to get Dost
Mahomed to retire, which he did, himself remaining more dependent than before
on Runjeet Sing.

91. noull Ul MIdlD; U1s age mdy ve 49, possessing a commanding aspect,
index of the superiority and respect he actually possesses above his coadjutors. In
the absence of Dost Mahomed Khan, by whom he is at present eclipsed, he would
ornament the Affghan nation as their head, his natural bravery is checked, and he is
alone prevented rising to an equality with his brother of Cabool from poverty, which
has become his portion rather to his honor than his reproach in times when he had
only to divest himself of his scruples of right (when all did wrong) to enable him to
invest himself with considerable wealth ; he is allowed by his brother of Candahar a
carpet throne, and is addressed by Dost Mahomed himself as his superior, as he is
the head of the eldest existing branch of the family, he holds the castle and territory
of Gereshk, in addition to his share of the whole country. He has a large family, two
sons of which are alone of age; Mahomed Sadeck Khan, Governor of Greeshk; and
Mahomed Omer Khan whom it was lately proposcd to send to Persia to conciliate
Mahomed Shah, and fend off an invasion of Affghanistan now being prosccuted
by that monarch. He is influenced entircly by the counsels of his confessor Saha-
badeen Ghilzee.

P
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82. Sardar Raham Dil Khan; a man of 43, has in his train the wealthiest
nobles of the state, and being jealous of his elder brother, is constantly involved
with him in petty quarrels, and is ever taking affront at childish trifles, and
retiring pouting out of the city till coaxed back; he is avaricious, and on that
account has cultivated the friendship of the British Government more than his
brothers; heis of an indolent disposition, his counsels are influenced considerably
by his uncle Khuda Nazar, a Ghilzee, with whose tribe he has more intercourse than
his other brothers, which he would wish to be thought authority; he is also minister
to the triumvirate for the affairs of Balochistan or as he would wish to be called
«Lord Governor” of it: Mehrab Khan the chief corresponds through him. He is much
attached to his brother Sultan Mahomed Khan, and on that account has been sus-
pected of tampering with the Sikhs: his confessor or Peer Myan Ghulam Siddeek
possesses a great influence over him; he has no sons who have yet grown into notice.

83. Sardar Mehr Dil Khan may be 40 years of age, cunning and intriguing,
though inclined to dissipation and extravagance: he acts as minister for foreign
affairs, is on better terms with Dost Mahomed than his brother, as his counsellor
Mulla Rasheed is the brother of Dost Mahomed’s Naib, Ameer Akhunzada. Is
mediator between his two brothers in their quarrels for which office he has a certifi-
cate, most solemnly sworn to by both, which is renewed every year. Was instru-
mental in forming the late connection with Persia, which was nearly producing the
ruin either of Affghanistan or of his own house ; possessing greater literary talents,
and taste for diplomacy than his brothers, he conducts all their foreign connections:
and finally is much disliked by the merchants, as a part of his income is derived
from exorbitant custom duties of the city.

34. Meer Afzal Khan, the eldest remaining son of Sardar Noor Dil Khan, is
about 30 years of age ; he is allowed 60,000 rupees a year, and has command of 400
horsemen: he is regarded with jealousy by the Sardars; as kindredship here is but
aslight bond: he is a man of agreeable manncrs, and some education and owes his
allowance to the good will of Mehr Dil Khan and the Sardar’s sister, widow of
Meer Alam Khan; he is at enmity with Mahomed Sadeek, and never even meets
him, and it is not to be doubted that he entertains wishes prejudicial to the interests
of his uncles.

85. The widow of Meer Alam sometimes succeeds as mediator in the quarrels
of her brothers, and is treated with much respect by ald of them; she is the head of
the family of Sardar Mehr Dil Khan, to whom she is much attached.

36.  Mulla Sahabdeen Ghilzee was formerly a Mulla of moderate attainments,
and had the fortune to be selccted as Tutor to Kohin Dil Khan, when a boy; who
when he grew up, and became Governor of Candahar, treated him still with the res-
pect of a pupil, going constantly to visit him. This honor led to thousands flocking
.to him daily, many attributing to him supernatural power—owing to his having once
interceded with Kohin Dil Khan for a thief with success, his village of Mazra of

which he is called the Peer, (half saint half confessor) has become a complete  city
of refuge.”
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87. Hajee Khan, properly Taj Mahomed Khan, a Kakur by cast, a man of consi-
derable note in the country both as being one of the chiefs of a large independent
clan, and as having distinguished himself both in the field and counsel, has lately
sought service with Rahim Dil Khan,” who has allowed him nominally 60,000 Rupees
a year and the command of 300 horsemen, merely to prevent him joining the Sikhs
or Persians. On account of a supposed intrigue with the former during the late war,
Dost Mahomed discharged him; he is a man of a ready address and from the
time of Vizier Fatteh Khan has been constantly handed backward and forward be-
tween the Barakzie brothers; he will in a few years most probably join either the Sikhs
or Uzbecks, his arguments are heard in council, though his sincerity is often doubted.

38. Khuda Nazar Khan Ghilzee, uncle of the present Sardars, is a man of no
consequence in his own tribe : he receives 300 Rupees a month, and commands 300
men and could collect 1000 men of his tribe to join the Sardars in a campaign; he pos-
sesses great wealth for Affghanistan, having 10 lacs of Rupees worth of jewels and
capital; the former of which was it is said the property of Mahomed Azeem Khan;
he is extremely avaricious; and has great influence in the counsels of Sardar Rahim
Dil Khan.

89. Fuiz tallab Khar Noorzai is the head of a considerable portion of his tribe,
was a few months back under Kohin Dil Khan, who on some pretence discharged him.
Sardar Rahim Dil Khan took up his quarrel, which so offended his brother, that
the latter threatened tc retire from the Government, and become hermit with his
confessor the Peer of Mazra. He aftera few days of sulkiness, permitted Mehr
Dil Khan to coax him back ; and agreed to the entertainment of Faiz tallab, though
he forbad him to enter the city; this Chief is now in disgrace, but it is impossible to
tell in this changing country, how soon he may be recalled to place and honor.

40, Sobhat Khan Andad Ghilzee is one of the Chiefs of Rahim Dil Khan ; he
receives 2,000 Rupees a month and has a command of some horse ; he has some pro-
perty, perhaps a lac of rupees, and has considerable influence with this Sardar—he
could bring 500 men of his tribe to the wars of the Sardars; his connexions are
however in the employ of Dost Mahomed Kban.

41. Ramzan Khan Hotak Ghilzee is subservient to Kohin Dil Khan, of whom
he is ¢ akhanamada” or nobleman, he enjoys a Jagire of alac of rupees, and could
collect 100 horsemen from his tribe for the Sardars; he possesses considerable
influence in Candahar, though not in the confidence of the Sardars.

42. Dost Mahomed Khan Juwansheer Kazalbash Naib of Rahim Dil Khan,
possesses some wealth, is distinguished in the field, has a lac and a half rupees, and
as his title intimates is in the confidence of that Sardar.

43. Amenulla Khan receives 30,000 Rupees a year from Kohin Dil Khan, and
commands 100 horse, he was formerly with Dost Mahomed, and before that with
Mahomed Azeem Khan and Habeebulla Khan; he is a Barakjy Parseewan by tribe,
to his quarrel with Habeebulla Khan, Dost Mahomed partly owes his success, he is

-an adviser of the Sardar. »
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44. Moola Yoonas Hatak Ghilz¢e is another influential man about the person
of Sardar Kohin Dil Khan, he has command of 100 horscmen, and could bring 500
Ghilzees to aid the Sardar in his wars.

45. Meerza Ahmed Khan Parseewan a Tajak, is a man of good sound sense,
and is one of the men possessing greatest influence with Sardar Rahim Dil Khan,
he has command of 100 horscmen.

46. Mulla Nassoo a Mushnanee by cast, is the private secretary of Kohin Dil
Khan, has no fixed salary, but is the entire manager of the Sardar’s revenue, he is a-
man of rough manners, and moderate talents, and connects himself with the Govern-
ment merely to protect his trade, which he carries on to a considcrable extent, and
it is from foresight of that increasing, that he would wish to see the Sardars connect
themselves with the British Government.

47. Mulla Rasheed Barakzai the deadly enemy of the former, is the adviser
of Sardar Mehr Dil Khan, he is crafty, avaricious, and revengeful,has considerable
property, and is engaged in a large trade. He is not however trusted on all subjects,
as he and his brother the Naib of Cabool are in the interest of Dost Mahomed Khan;
he might be brought to any bad act that injured others, and could be made instru-
mental to no good one, that did not profit himself, he has been the ruin of many
merchants, having excited the cupidity of the Sardars, by description of the formers’
wealth. He is entertained, or flattered like a pigeon to be plucked in the day of the
Sardar'’s need.

48. The Mulla or the Priest faction are not regarded with respect by the
Sardars themselves, who do not respect their order except in the persons of Peers
(recluses) or fageers of the higher order, to whom extraordinary virtues, or abstinence
from vices are attributed. They are however influential with an illiterate public,
especially when the rulers depart at all from the written law, as was lately shewn to
‘be the case, when the Sardars refused to allow the Ghazees (crusaders) of Candahar
to go to the succour of Herat ; they then threatened to shut up the mosks and forbid
% bang” (“call to prayers”) to be given.

49. The Sheeah part of the Kazalbashes here, cannot be called a faction, as
they are either artizans or Meerzas (writers) having no power in the Government;
the principal man among them is Hajee Abbas, who has been ruined in mercantile
speculations. Rahim Dil Khan’s Naib, Dost Mahomed and his brother Jan Mahomed
once employed on an embassy to Calcutta, though Kazalbash by tribe, have become
Affghanized by habit and interest: though pleased and evidently shewing they are
80 at the prospect of Mahomed Shah taking Herat, the faction are afraid to establish
a communication. '

50. The Ghilzee faction in Candahar consist of the powerful chiefs above enu-
merated, who though hating the Duranees in heart, as usurpers of their power, are
content to serve them, that they may in some way have the profits of their passing
power. They are suspected of having lately sent overtures to Mahomed Shah
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ing their obedience and the assistance of their tribe to root out the Duranees, and
to be put in their places, for which they would pay homage to Persia; this is how-
ever a mere report. The men of this faction are not possessed of any high qualities,
and are seldom collected among themselves for any length of time.

51. Having thus sketched the Candahar Court, the next object will be to give
a sketch of the Sardar’s connection with the neighbouring states: (their power in
Seistan, Hazarajat among the Taimanees and Ghilzees will be or has been described

in separate papers.)

52. Connection with Runjeet Singh. That ruler wishing to employ Sultan
Mahomed Khan to gain a footing in Affghanistan, and to bring over his brothers,
often rcproached him with indifference to the interests of him, his master, and as
undeserving the title of Meeri Affghan, which he intended to confer on him when
he should have subjugated that people ; this acted on the fear of Sultan Mahomed,
and as at that time some horses had arrived from his brother Raham Dil Khan as a
present in charge of one Nazar Sher Mahomed, he did not hesitate to pass them on
to Runjeet Singh, as tribute from Candabar; Runjeet Singh highly delighted sent

. presents of khinkab, elephants, shawls, &ec. for the three Sardars in charge of Khoja
Mahomed Khan, the son of Sardar Sultan Mahomed, who on his arrival in Candahar
was slighted by all, but Sardar Raham Dil Khan; the other brothers refusing to
receive their presents: this gave offence to the former who reproached them with
their changability, as they had themselves once suggested an alliance with Runjeet
Singh in order to root out Dost Mahomed ; he retired in disgust to Pishing,
whence he dismissed his nephew with return presents not for Runjeet Singh, but for
“his brother, leaving it however optional for the latter to pass them on to the Maharaja
or not. The name of Sikh is not so much abhorred in Candahar, as it is in Cabool—
men even talk of the rule of that people being preferable to that of Persia, if one or
the other is destined to subjugate them.

58. Their connection with Sinde will of course now be at an end, since the  Connection with

establishment of British interest in that country. In the time of Timur Shah the Sinde.
- Sindians paid tribute to the amount of 22 lacs of rupees. In subsequent reigns they

paid three lacs of rupees to Sardar Mohomed Azeem Khan. Sardar Raham Dil Khan

was the last Governor of Shikarpore, whence he retired on a pretence of being recalled

by his brothers; but actually fearing an attack of the Sindians, leaving a Naib,

Abdul Mansoor Khan, in his place, who was forced by the threats of the Sindians

to evacuate the place; to Sardar Raham Dil Khan's holding the Government of

Shikarpore, is entirely to be attributed all the wealth he has.

54. The state of Candahar has lost its influence over Khelat. Ahmed Shah  Kbelat.
instated Naseer Khan, an Arab by descent, in the Government ; ordering him to far-
nish a contingent of 12,000 ; the pay of which he should always receive. In this
state things were until Sher Dil Khan came to the Government of Candahar, when
Mehrab Khan, the present Chief of Khelat, receded in some manner from his
allegiance, which led to an expedition being fitted out, which made a few marches

Q
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towgrds Kbelat, but Sher Dil Khan being killed by the stroke of a hot wind, the
expedition was delayed, until headed next year by Noor Dil Khan and Kohn Dil

, Khan; Mehrab Khan in great alarm sent his mother so Candahar, with three lacs of

: Khelat 'rupees (which are, however, of little value) to propitiate the Sardars. The
expedition was put off, and the old lady despatched with honmor and presents.
Mehrab Khan about eight years ago, killed his brother the ruler of the Province of
Sarewan, and imprisoned the son Meer. Shah Newaz Khan, who during Shujah’s
expedition succeeded in escaping and joined the latter, and on his defeat remained in
Candahar, receiving a nominal allowance from the Sardars, whom he tries to excite
to fit out another expedition against Khelat; this they are afraid to do, as Mehrab
Khan would immediately tender his allegiance to Kamran, Shah Newaz Khan’s
presence in Candahar is the source of great alarm to his uncle Mehrab, who to keep
his ground, and ward off an invasion from Candahar, occasionally sends presents, and
asks their instructions in conducting his foreign correspondence. When Herat was
firet besieged he wrote to offer his contingent of 12,000 mew§ provided he received
their pay to accompany the Sardars, to Herat. Mehrab Khan will most likely receive
the allegiance of more of the Baloch tribes than he already possesses, when Sinde
shall have become subject to British control.

55. Comnected with Persia. Since the invasion of Affighanistan by Nadir Shah,
the country has not seen another enemy further in her territories than Herat, which
has on several occasions been besieged, but without success. A’ghé Mahammed
Shah after his expedition to Meschid, and on his way to punish lbrahim Khan, the
Governor of Sheesha, the capital of Kurabagh, who had rebelled, despatched an
Elchy to Shah Zeman with the following message,— Tell the son of Timur Shah
to expect me as his guest in Candahar on my way to India, which by the blessing of
cop I intend to subdue.” During the reign of his nephew and successor Fatteh
Ali Shab, Mahmood, his son Kamran, and Vizier Fatteh Khan found an asylum
for some time in Teheran from the pursuit of Shah Zeman; during this reign two
Embassies were sent to Candahar by Hassan Ali Mirza, the younger son of Fatteh
Ali Shah, Prince Governor of Meschid, to secure the interest of the Affghans in the
struggle for the throne, anticipated on the death of his father; this intrigue was
made known to the heir apparent Abbas Mirza, by Rajé Kouli Khan Kurd, a chief
of Khorasan. It was the fear of this faction that subjected Abbas for a time to the
baneful influence of Russia. Hassan Ali Mirza had in person sought the interest
of Kamran to assist in placing him on the throne. On the accession of Mahammad
Shah to the throne of Persia, the Sardars sent a mission of congratulation, at the
instigation of a disgraced noble of Kamran, Vakeel by name, under Azeez Khan, s
Popalzai, who during his residence in Teheran, was the guest of one Abbas Khan,
formerly groom of the stole to Kamran, which latter the Russian envoy had engaged
in his interests. During the stay of the Candahar Elchy, a merchant Hijee Kareem
Candaharee, at the request of the English envoy, waited on the Candahar Elchy ; and
8 visit to the envoy ensued : This by the representation of the Russian envoy led to
the Shah slighting Azeez Khan: he was afterwards dismissed in company with a
return mission from the Shah, under Meer Mohommed, a servant of Abbas Khan
and a Sayad. This man on his arrival in Candahar had the honor of & visit from the
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two younger Sardars, accompanied by the son of the eldest :" This honor was intend-
ed of course to reach the ears of the Shah, though the Sardars told their own court
that the visit was paid merely in consideration of the énvoy being a Sayad; and to
offer him condolence on the late demise of his brother. Meer Mohommed brought
many arguments for the propriety of the Sardars opening a communication with
the Russian envoy; on his dismissal he was accompanied by Taj Mahomed Khan,
who carried presents for the Shah with common complimentary letters. He again
on his return was accompanied by Kambar Ali Khan, who brought proposals
for a treaty: the object of which was to occupy the Sardars, while Mahammad
Shah attacked Herat ; subsequent occurrences have already been detailed in

the despatches of Captain Burnes, as well as the conmection of the Sardars

with Russia. -

56. The Sardars, besides as Barakzais looking upon Kamran with hatred asa
Sadozai, and a lawful moenarch, the enemy of their usurpation, and as the descendant
of the murderer of their father, are possessed with a still bitterer hatred towards
him, not so much for the mutilation and subsequent murder of a brother, the foun-
der of their power in Affghanistan, as for the murder of that brother considered as
the founder of the power of that same Kamran and his father Mahmood ; so blinded
are they by this hatred, that to use an eastern phrase, they would throw themselves
into fire provided they could draw Kamran after them.

57. Subsequent to the defeat of Kamran by Dost Mahomed Khan, and his
final retirement to Herat, he has made two expeditions for the recovery of Candahar;
one under his son Prince Abbas who was defeated by Sher Dil Khén at Zaminda-
war, the second was made in person last year; he advanced to Bakwé with a consi-
derable force, aud Kohn Dil Khan did the same to Greeshk whence he detached
Bakar Khan to Washer with a hundred horsemen, who were surprised by a party’
urder Yar Mahomed Khén ; losing 3 men killed and 26 taken prisoners they retired
to Greeshk : and Kamran turned his arms against Lash which place he was besieging,
when news of the present Persian invasion led him to hasten back to Herat, and
make preparations for the siege.

58. With Cabool the Sardars see the disadvantage of remaining unconnected,
but they fear the Ameer’s ambition should they draw close; they speak of him as
possessing little ability, and still less honor and faith. They do not, however, fear him,
with the Ghilzees between them, as they rely upon having the latter in their interests ;
had they the guarantee of the British Government for the security of their posses-
sions from his encroachments, they would not hesitate to acknowledge Dost Maho-
med’s supremacy. Sardar Kohn Dil Khan, it is said, formerly exchanged Korans
with Dost Mahomed as an oath of friendship.

59. Of Shah Shuja-ool-Moolk they stand in the greatest dread, as he is extremely

popular in Affghanistan, and the tyranony of the upstart Barakzais, has effaced
from the mind of the Affghans that of the Sadozais, while the former cannot support

Kamran,

Shah Shuja-ool-
Moolk.
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the dignity, power, or what is most, the show of monarchy; though Shah Shujais
very popular in the country, his constant reverses appear fated in the eyes of the
multitude, and with great difficulty could any be found to join his fortunes, without
seeing the greatest certainty of success. :

(Signed)  R. LEECH, Assistant.

N. B. The resources, military and financial, of Candahar, will be treated in a
separate paper.

(True Copy,)
(Signed) ALEX. BURNES.

(True Copy,)

R. TORRENS,
Deputy Secretary to Government of India,
with the Governor General.
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REPORT
ON THE
SINDHIAN, KHELAT, AND DAOODPUTR ARMIES,

WITH

A COLLECTION OF ROUTES.

By Lievrenant R. LEECH,
Bombay Engineers.

Report on the strength and equipment of the Sindhian Army.

The Head quarters of the Artillery of the four Hyderabad Ameers, Meer
Noor Mahomed, Meer Nasseer Khan, Meer Mahomed and Meer Sobdar, are at
Ladkhana. There are in a]l 28 guns said to be ready for field service, 13 commanded
by an Armenian of the name of Moosa Khan on 200 rupees pay, 7 by a European
of the name of J. Howell, called by the natives Chotha Khan, on the same pay, and
7 by a Hindustany Salabat Khan; there is 1 gun on the Fort, and 1 mortar, although
no one in the department knows the mixture necessary or the method of cutting the
fuse. The Chotha Khan confesses that the Artillery is incapable of moving to any
distance, there is no regular establishment of bullocks, but in time of service they
are all pressed, and the villagers of course do not give up their best bullocks.

Detail of Moosa Khan’s Guns.

No. 1—Gun metal, 4 inches bore, 9 pounder.g Drawn by eight pairs of bullock
» 2—Iron ditto ditto. and carrying a charge of 2} seers,

Ten of the remainder are of iron and one of brass.

No. 3—

»

%Iron, 3 inches bore, 4 pounders.

The rest are all of 2 inches and 1§ inches bore.

Detail of Guns under Chotha Khan.

They are all of iron. One 3 inches in bore, the others all 2 inches.
R

Detail of Gans.
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Detail of Guns under Salabat Khan.

Two guns of gun metal, one of them 5 inches in bore, 18 pounder, the
other 4 inches. The other five are of iron of small bores, of 2 and 8 inches.
The gun on the Fort is not mounted, it is of iron of 4 inches bore, the gubaree
is of 20 inches bore, there is little superintendence on the part of Government
over this department so important in European warfare. Rupees 8,000 were
allowed by the Ameers at the time of the expected Sikh invasion to mount the
guns, this sum was shared it is said by the Commandant of Artillery and the Baloch
General, and the old carriages were patched up for 700 rupees—no powder is allowed
by the Ameers for practice, and the guns are only fired when the new moon is seen—
the powder is made at Bhaug where there is a sulphur mine, the composition is
2 parts of charcoal made from the akh—1 part of sulphur—1 ditto saltpetre.

There are 40 Hindoostany men under Moosa Khan and 40 under Chotha Khan;
these men have seven rupees a month. Salabat Khandoes not keep up the establish-
ment for which he draws allowances; there is only one man in Sind, now in Hydrabad,
of the name of Meer Khan, who can cast guns, the balls are cast in Shikarpoor.
There are no carpenters who can make up carriages unless under special direction.

There are three guns belonging to Meer Rustam of Khyrpoor, which his Vizier
has planted before his door, they are of three inches in bore.

‘In Hyderabad there were seven small guns opposite Meer Khusro’s door
on carriages.

Garrison Guns of the Sindhian Army.

Tn Hyderabad there are 12 guns, lying dismounted on the ramparts, of five and
four iuches bore, and about 50 more lying half buried of all sizes, under the former,
throughout the Fort. .

In the Fort of Bakar there are two nine pounder guns mounted, the rest were
removed on the approach of Shah Sooja, to the Fort of Deejy, belonging to Meer
Ali Morad, ‘where there were 'formerly four serviceable mounted ones, and eight
dismounted on the ramparts. Of the guns which were taken from Bakar 10 were
given to Sehwan Saheb. There was formerly a large gun called mulk i maidan,
but it is now dismounted and useless.

In time of service the artillerymen in addition to their pay get one seer of
flour and two paes a day. The garrison guns are without platforms, they have a
pench or elevating screw. The complement of men for serving each gun is eight.
The movements of the artillery within the recollection of a man who had served 10
years were the following—two or three times they have been moved to Shikarpoor,
the last time was when the Sikhs were expected in January 1837; seven guns were
then brought the distance of 18 kos, and they reached in three days, they were moved
eight months ago to Hyderabad on the occasion of a quarrel between the brothers ;
they were taken by water, and brought back by water, they were also taken to the
Beebrak hills against the Jamalees, once or twice to a place beyond Rojham, aday
and night’s march, but have never had a trial.
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The Meers in time of peace have no more standing army, than is sufficient to
guard their persons, and treasury, and to collect the revenue under the kardars, and
a few troops to look after the forts.

Their escorts in their hunting excursions amount sometimes to 600 men,
collected from the chiefs in whose jagheers their hunting grounds are; they are all
cavalry who get forage for their horses, and a seer of flour and four dokras a day,
ten dokras being a quarter of a rupee. To the different heads of the Baloch tribe
tracts of country are allotted free from taxation in which their followers feed flocks,
gather wood, cultivate, and rob. To the head of the tribe is given a six months
allowance of grain, a fixed salary and occasional presents to secure his assistance in
time of war, when these chiefs are obliged to furnish a certain number of retainers,
or rather induced to furnish, for the Ameer’s authority is by no means absolute over
them. In several instances of inroads being committed by the Jamalees the Meers
have detached a force against them, and these threatening measures have been changed
on coming up with them for conciliatory ones, and instead of a halter they have given
them dresses of honor and golden hilted swords. A soldier is obliged to come into
the field with his musket, sword, and shield, and the cavalry with horses, and as every
one is armed, there is no armoury kept up. The guns and swords are mostly manu-
factured in Hyderabad, the prices of a good matchlock is from 10 to 30 Rupees, and
for swords 6 Rupees. He is allowed while on field service a seer of flour a day and
four dokras for (bod) or a stem, also powder and lead for casting bullets by the
chieftain of the cast, who does not get any fixed amount from the Ameer, and as he
is not particular in having each chief’s troops mustered, the latter is generally consi-
derably the gainer. The cavalry get a quarter Rupee a day, lead and powder, and find
themselves and their horses in every thing; others that have distinguished themselves
and are tried men get sometimes one Rupee a day; the main strength of the Sindhian
army consists in the Baloch tribes; another division is that of the Pathoors, including
Jokhyas, Homrys, Karmotee, Balochies and Jathas of the Jatee Purguna and some
Hindustanys, about 400 between the four; Rohillas about 50: as the Meers may
have in their permanent employ some of the family of the Vizeers, they generally have
the command of the army. It seems to be an excellant plan that of bringing the army
freeh into the field on small tattoos that cost nothing hardly; they then dismount,
and after one or two shots from their matchlocks, on which they dont much depend,
they throw them away, and rushon with a shout of ailee ailee well drugged with opium.
They are perfectly ignorant of manceuvring.

The military history of the country is entirely in the hands of the travelling
minstrels, each cast has a number of fables attached to it which are more formidable
to their enemies than their boasted prowess in arms. The Marces are said to be
invulnerable although scores of them die every month in cast feuds, and water is said
to run out of the muzzles of matchlocks fired on them. The Jokhyas say they have
the blessing of a fakeer that they shall seldom have occasion to use their arms, and
when they are compelled to do so their enemies shall vanish from before them. It is
difficult to obtain correct information of the strength of the casts and even any infor-
mation whatever, for before giving an answer they try and recal any old ballad that
may refer to the point. When I asked the strength of the Mazarees they said, Ha6at—

Standing Army.

Pay of Contingents.
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you heard the rhyme ¢ Mazaree bira hazaree,” although every one knows that
their chief could not muster half that number: all that Balochies pride themselves
on is the being expert thieves; a man at Boobak eaid that when the Balochies were
hungry they would gnaw their own flesh and fight till they found their numbers
more in proportion to the produce of tlieir flocks and lands than before.

When a man is brave and a good swordsman they call him a Rajpoot, and all
disciplined troops they call Tilingees, whom they are in great dread of.

The Mazarees, one of the most lawless Baloch tribes, speak in terms of disgust
at the timidity of their rulers for being afraid to punish their depredations. Itisa
rare sight to see a mountain Baloch without several sword wounds. On asking a man
the reason of his being without a scar, at which I expressed much surprise, he untied
his turban, and showed me a scroll of paper that he had procured from a fakeer. He
looked upon it as a charm, and quoted an instance in which he had experienced its
efficacy. He had stolen the turban in the hut of a herdsman who was asleep, and in
removing it the man awoke and seizing a club aimed a blow at him which the pre-
gence of the charm enabled him to ward off, and to cut the man down the next
instant. I found the turban thus gained, and which had cost the owner a limb, if not
his life, was worth at the utmost half a rupee. I asked him the reason for running
such a risk for a trifle, he said he wanted a new turban, and a man who had not a
turban was said to be without his head; not even an order from their ruler could
induce a Baloch tribe to revolt from their immediate leader, and as these leaders are
all discontented with the present rulers, money would soon bring them over to trust
their fortunes to a new Government. The Caloras it is said were much more
profuse in the presents they made, and the Jagirs they granted the Baloch tribes,
and that Meer Morad had first commenced to swell his own treasury by retrenching
them. The Ameers make them look to the caravans, who traverse his dominions for
their pay, and not to their treasuries—each of the tribes is in one of these three states,
viz. subjection to their natural ruler, service to a foreign power, or independence.
Most of the men of the Baloch casts that are about the rulers’ persons or in foreign
pay have been driven thus to seek their fortunes from starvation alone; when the
rain water gets scarce in the mountains, it invariably leads to feuds between
neighbouring casts or even divisions of the same cast, for they can on occasion
sour their natural milk of human kindness, and draw their swords on their own
brothers,—while on an excursion to Lake Manchar, I heard of a feud that had taken
place the day before in the neighbouring hills between the Jamalees and Shahanees,
they had quarrelled as usual about the right of water for their cattle which had be-
come scarce. Their weapons are very often stones, and they make themsclves
armour sometimes by lining cloth with pebbles.

The Balochies as might be expected cannot swim and are timid on the water,
they consider cleanliness of person to be effeminate ; from the nature of the hills they
inhabit, they can never bury their dead, but heap stones on them. The women it is
said as in former times in our own country keep up a spirit of romantic honor, and
never fail to brand a coward. The Ameers pursue a most politic course in encour-
aging dissention among them, that their own strength may arise out of their weakness.
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The following are the Baloch tribes :
Reudh Buddee Deenaree.
Chandya Jalbanee Lasharee.
Rustamanee Doombkee Rodananee.
Alkanee Dreeshk Zeendabur.
Bazdar Gareshanee Rindh.
Jamalee Mazaree Gadanee.
Gandsar Khalphar Kholachee.
Logharee Bakrance Zange Jam.
Khaso Ghurayanee Gurgef.
Malookhanee Biloee Saveizaee.
Shahanee Imanee Bachhkanee.
Gabol Godaree Balakanee.
Chhalgiree Shahejo Sohryanee.
Maree Makhe Zai Bagdanee.
Kolo,ee Badranee Kathyan.
Lund Chandrance Kakar.
Burgadee Gadhee Chacha.
Barfat Chandho Kholoo.
Chuttoo Jalpoor Bhugtee.
Mangasee Nidamanee Husanee.
Noohanee Jarwar Gubchany.
Shapat Kapree Jalabanee.
Mothanee Abda

1 shall now severally describe the tribes and their connections and what little of
their history I have collected, in the order I have gained the information.

The Sardar of the Shahanees is Rustam Khan, he holds the Kurighan hills
beyond the town of Khana which belongs to the Marees ; he is independent ; there are
some Shahanees at Parkar where they pay obeisance to the Khosas; there are 100 in
the service of Meer Rustam Khan of Khyrpoor and 1000 in the service of Hyderabad

Ameers.

The Jokhyas inhabit the Maleer Pargunah and the Rabb range above Carachee,

they muster 6000 fighting men under Jam Meer Ally.

They were formerly Hindoos. They now serve as mercenaries in Joonaggar
Bhawanuggur, Hyderabad, in the Deccan, Oona and Dilwada to the north of settle-
ment of Diw; the divisions of cast on the Jebar from which their Jams are taken,
are, Bandcja, Salar, Moosa Airayapota, Bhand, Momat Dhagree, Hengora, Gadartee,
Powar, Meree, Shikaree, Sumra, Hamatee. The Jokhyas in time of peace are shep-
herds inhabiting the Kohisthan or highlands and breeding camels, oxen, and goats,
the latter of which they have sold in times of distress four for a Rupee, they live on
milk and flesh and give stock in exchange to the Banyas for grain. The Jam has a

g -

Division of tribes,

‘Shahanees 1100.

Jokbyas 6000.

Employed 3000.
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Jahgire of four or five villages, which do not bring him in any thing like what his
predecessor enjoined under the Kaloras. The division of casts related to the Jam

-are the Salar, Moosa, Airayapota, and Bagdja, they have a feud with the Rindhas

which has descended from generation to generation; one of the latter was killed by a
slave of a Jokhya in an attempt to steal a goat out of the flock he was watching.
The Rindhs were much more enraged than if the man had perished by the hands of
a free Jokhya, and vowed eternal enmity unless a member of one of the four casts
related to the Jam would come over, and beg forgiveness.

They furnish the Ameers with 3000 in their wars.

When Tattah Ally Shah came to power, the Karmatee, Baloches and the
Jokhyas quarrelled, the former’s quarrel was espoused by the other Baloch tribes
and they were countenanced by the ruler also—this forced the Jokhyas to fly to Las
whence they made descent by the Gandva pass and the Bhareeda pass, and defeated
the Nomyra and Karmattee tribes on the Jhill mountains near Curachee, at Tattee,
and then at Anger. The Jam has no settled village in Jahgire, but some are frequently
exchanged for others by the Ameers who make exchanges in their several pargunahs
of Sokar; several of the Jam’s villages—go in the Exchange and the Jam has been put
off with promises by Nazeer Klan that other Villages would be'given him. The Jokhyas
refused Meer Sobdar’s overtures to take them into his service on the plea that they
had served Meer Morad Ally and would not be false to his son Nasseer Khan.—Some
months ago the Imam of Maskat sent by a banyan of the name of Ganda Shet to the
Meers to ask for a thousand men. The Meers applied to the Jam who said the
Jokhyas were not his slaves, that they should go at his command, that if he himself
was ordered he would of course go, but unless the banker Ganda Shet became security
for twelve Rupees a month being given to the men, and 60 Rupees to every Jama-
dar of fifty, they would not go, and this was not to include their rations : the Jam has
served the Imam before and complains of want of faith in keeping his promises of
remuneration; the banker made a reference to the Imam, and no answer was received.

These Jokhyas are a very bad specimen of Sindhian marksmen. I bave seen
thirteen of them with the advantage of a rest fire fifteen rounds with English powder
at a bottle, put up at sixty feet without hitting it once. The origin of the names of
the different divisions of a cast can seldom be accounted for. The following is an
example of their fabulous tales. The Jokhyas say their progenitor’s name was Jokyo
who married three wives by whom he had three sons, Tebar the youngest, Salar the
second, and Bandejo the eldest, and a daughter; the parents of these children lived in a
‘savage state in the mountains on camels’ flesh till they were visited by four fakeers
who asked alms, and for whose evening meal their last female camel was killed and
her young one cooked for their breakfast next morning. In return for which they
blessed one of the boys saying he is now “tiboo” (little) but he shall become *tebar,”
(great) and all his brothers shall obey him, thus they account for their Jams being
chosen out of that cast. The woman who had a daughter asked the fakeer to whom
she should give her in marriage. The fakeer told her that a ¢ (band)” a devotec,
would shortly come into the mountains and that she must give her daughter to him.
At the appointed time the promised bridegroom came, and in due time begat sons
who took the name of Bandejo. The wars of the Noomryas and Jokhyas are cele-
berated in many a lay.
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Next are the Mizrees, whose chief is Bhawookhan, he gets 500 rupees and 20
khariwars of grain in six months, he also enjoys two small Jahgires. In time of war
his pay is increased and he with every other Baloch chiefs looks forward to presents
of swords and guns. These men inhabit the district of Suveedadar, are obliged to
furnish 200 men to Noor Mahomed in time of war, and could muster 350 in family
feuds.

The Pidangs under Wallee Mahomed Khan owe obedience to Meer Mahomed,
their number is 500 men, their leader gets 100 rupees a month, and 6 khariwars of
grain, he besides enjoys two or three Jahgires and gardens.

The Khatyans under Gholam Mahomed owe obedience to Noor Mahomed,
this leader has 1,000 rupees a month and 20 Jahgires, besides 400 khariwars of
grain, he in return is obliged to furnish 1,000 men in time of war, their number in
family feuds may be calculated 1,500. -

The Chhalgirees under Ally Bashk cwe obedience to Noor Mahomed, their
leader get 100 rupees and 10 khariwars of grain per month, in return for which he
furnishes 500 men and can command 600 in family feuds. There are 150 Babees
in the service of Meer Noor Mahomed, also 150 Rohillas in the service of Meer
Nusseer Khan under Fatteh Khan. The Noomryas are divided into 94 casts or
houses, they muster 7000 men, an enmity exists between them and the Jokhyas,
their chief is Ahmed Khan, they inhabit the Veerhar Darraw and Raunee ranges
and owe obedience to Noor Mahomed, who has taken a daughter of one of their
chiefs into bis harem.

They furnish the Ameer with 3000 men in his wars. The Mazarees inhabit
the district called Mazarka, Behram Khan their Chief owes obedience to
Meer Rustam Khan of Khyrpoor, he collects his own revenue, the principal
town in his territory is Rogahn, lately taken from him by the Siks, they are
4000 strong, they are at enmity with the Bukhtees, formerly with the Dreeshaks
and Gorreeshanees. The Chandyas are under Wallee Mahomed, he resides at
Ghibee Sultan and commands 10,000 men. The Chandyas are divided into
Gibyénees, Bhandas, Sarejas, Ajwanees, Sakhances, Khashas and Bagaees, the
Ameers are assisted by 8000 men. In this cast was a Maghsee, who about a year ago
killed Rindh who sent a messenger to the Chandyas, saying that they were going to
war with the Maghsees and deprecated the Chandyas assisting their enemies;
the Maghsees secretly sent one of their principal men to the Chandyas, seeking
for protection which was as sccretly granted, and when the battle commenced the
Chandyas came in, and decided the day in favor of the Maghsees, and 120
men of the Rindbs were killed. A Baloch will never surrender a guest and
never forgive an injury, and to such an extent do they carry their enmity that they
will drink the blood of a man they have slain, saying the usual grace of Bismillah.
A Baloch woman despises her husband who returns defeated from battle, and it
is an equal reproach to a woman whose ‘husband has perished, that she does not
draw blood by striking her forehead against a stone.

Mizrees 200.

Pidangs 500.

Vityans 1,000.

Chhalgirees 500.

Babees 150.
Rohillas 150.
Noomryas 7000.

Employed 3000.

Chandyas 10,000.
Employed 8,000.

Divisions.

Feud ‘with the
Rindhs.

Traits of Baloch
Character.

Spirit of Women.



Logharees 14,000.

Jalalanees 4,000.

Marrees 7,000.

Nidamanees 16,000
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The headman of the Logharees is Ghulam Mahomed, he lives at Kombade, he
is under the orders of Meer Noor Mahomed, and musters 5000 men, there are 500
men under Ghulam Mahomed Logharee and 500 under Ghulam Ulla; He also
pays obedience to Noor Mahomed, and 3000 under Ahmed Khan the Vizeer
of Noor Mahomed. There are 400 also under Manak Logharee to the South
of Allaiyarka Tanda under Meer Nusseer Khan, 500 more under Khair Mahomed
Logharee near Lakhat under Mcer Mahomed. There are besides 800 under
Yakktujar Logharee under Meer Sobdar in the Lakhat pargunah, 800 with Hajee
Khan Logharee in the hills near lake Nunchar, also 500 with Dahto Logharee near
Allaiyar under Meer Sobdar; 800 with Allah Baskh near Hala under Meer Nasseer
Khan ; 300 men with Hyder Ally near Lakhat under Meer Noor Mahomed formerly
under Meer Rustam; he went over to the Hyderabad Ameer to avoid the displeasure
of Meer Rustam for having refused to give his daughter in marriage to one of the
Meer’s sons. The Logharces together may amount to 14000 men, Ghulam Mahomed
in the time of Morad Ally received 100 rupees a month besides Jahgires.

The Jalalanees are under two leaders, Sahtoo under Meer Mahomed, and Jafar
Khan under Meer Nasseer Khan; they can muster together 4000 men, they live on
the borders of the Nara, they give their daughters in marriage to the Talpoors.

There are 120 Marrees with Ghulam Shah under Noor Mahomed of Hydera-
bad, who has Jahgires situated near the Nara; his father Umed Ally went over to the
Siks and served them, with his friends Ahmed Khan Logharee and Goolam
Mortaza Kaheers, until brought back with promises and presents to his allegiance.

There are 1,000 Marrees with Sardar Khan under Meer Mahomed who has
Jahgires in the Samtanee Pargunah. There are 1200 Marrees with Fazul Khan
under Meer Nusseer Khan, to whom the former has given a daughter in marriage.

There are 1,200 Marrees with Nido Marree under Noor Mahomed, has
Jahgire near Allaiyar and Hyderabad.

There are 500 Marrees with Noubat Marree under Meer Sobdar to the east of
Hyderabad, near Adam’s Khan’s Tanda.

There are 1,500 with Hyder Khan under Meer Mahomed near Shahdadpoor.
These Marrees may be said to be 7,000 strong.
They are different from the Doda Marrees on the Bolan pass.

There are 4,000 Nidamarees with Ghulam Aly under Meer Noor Mahomed,
his Jahgires are situated to the south of Hyderabad in a district called Peeran.
They dont intermarry with the Talpoors,

There are 400 with Ally Baskh under Meer Noor Mahomed near Wanghee to
the east of Hala, also 2,000 with Julal Khan under Meer Sobdar holding lands
principally on the Nara. There are 1,000 with Sher Khan under Meer Mahomed
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holdi.ng lands near the above, also 2,000 with Phiroz under Meer Nasseer Khan
holding lands near Mahommed Khan’s Tanda, also 2,500 with Kaisar Khan under

Meer Nasseer Khan holding lands near Hyderabad to the east ; the !
may b
be 16,000 strong. ; they may be said to

There are 2,000 Jamalees with Ghulam Ali under Meer Sobdar holding lands

at Leemeeja Kumb near Hila on the north; also 2,000 with Pangureya under Meer -

Mohommed formerly in Meer Rustam’s service, also 1,000 with Meer Hasn under
Meer Sobdar near Shadadpoor, also 1,800 with Bahawal under Meer Nasseer Khan,
holding lands at Kandiaree near Rukhan, also 2,000 with the son of Khyro Jamalee
ander Noor Mahommed holding lands near Hyderabad ; the Jamalees may be esti-
mated at 9,000,

There are 300 Gubchanees with Moorad Aly in the Khuheree Purguna under
Meer Rustam Khan.

The Alkanees inhabit the mountains between Sehwan and Ladkhana ; they had
a fort called Arar which was washed away ; they are independent, they are under a
suler called Feerdad, and are 1,000 strong; they were formerly at enmity with the
Chandyas.

The Gabols have a station in the same mountains called Kachrak. They
are under a commander of the name of Bijar Khan, and pay obeisance to the
Hyderabad Government, they amount to 1500. In time of peace they pay no tribute,
but cultivate and enjoy the fruits of their own country.

The Dombkees inhabit the mountain above Shikarpoor, their chief’s name is
Chakar Khan, who has only lately entered the Hyderabad service, they amount to
8000, and are at enmity with the Chandyas. He received a Jahgire of 400 jarebs and
fixed salary with a gold hilted sword, and he was ordered to furnish police for the
neighbouring country ; the name of his fort is Ladhee.

The Khosas under the Hyderabad Government are under two Sardars Jam
Chutta and Alam Khan; their Jahgires are situated to the south of Ladkhana at a
place called Bosan, they amount to 1300 men.

There are also 1500 in the Hull, under the Hyderabad Government, called
Parkaree Khosas or Jarwars.

The Kokar's Jahgire is to the east of Hyderabad, about?7 koss, called Bagad,
their Sardar’s name is Ghulam Hyder, they muster 1000 strong.

The Bardars station is to the west of Dera Ismaeel Khan, their Sardar’s name
is Dresh Mahammad ; there are 400 under Noor Mahomed Khban, the rest are under
the Siks. ‘ ‘

T

Khosas 1300.

1500.

Kokars 1000.

Bardars 400.




Lands 500.

Burgadees 800.

Abdas 3000.

Bagdanees 1000.

Talpoors 2,200.

Gadhees 700,

Buddees 1,800.

Lasharees 2,000.

Hindustanees 200.

Rindbs 500,

Mangasees 50.

Karmatees 7,000

Employed 4,000
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‘The Lands aré 500 strong under Noor Mahomed, they have villages neat

Ladkhana.
The Burgadees inhabit the country between Sehwan and Ladkhana on the Nara,

in a pergunah called Mehad, they are under Noor Mahomed, and are 800 strong,
their chiefs are Mehrab Khan Bhawal, and Hosan Khan.

The Abdas are 300 under Ghulam Hyder and Ally Mardan, in the service
of Noor Mahomed, the latter has a Jahgire at Talace and the former at Sardar
Khban Shakar near Ladkhana.

The Bagdanees are under a chief called Kamal Khan, are in the service of
Meer Rustam of Khyrpoor, they are 1000 strong.

The Talpoors are 2,200 strong, of these the Toras, amounting to 1200, are under
Meer Nasseer Khan, their chiefs govern the country ; this number does not include
the Burgadecs, who are also reckoned a division of the Talpoors.

The Gadhees inhabit the country round Ghylee Dera, they amount to 700, and
are under Noor Mahomed.

‘The Buddees, with their chief Sher Mahamed, are under the Khyrpoor Meer,
they inhabit a place called Tull near Shikarpoor, and are 1,800 strong, they are at
enmity with the Chandyas.

The Lasharees amount ‘to 700 under the Hyderabad Government, and 1,300
under the Khyrpoor Ameer.

There are 100 Hindustanees under Meer Mohommed and 100 under Meer
Nasseer Khan, neither Noor Mahomed or Meer Sobdar entertain this cast.

The Rindhs are under a léader of the name of Sardar Khan, he is under Mehrab
Khan Brahm, and not under the Ameers, the name of his station is Sharan.

There are about 500 with the different Mecers in the aggregate. They are at
enmity with the Chandyas and were formerly with the Jokhyas.

The Mangasees, with their chief Ahmed Khan, are under the Brahm, there are
not more than 50 with Noor Mahomed under a leader Wala Dad, he has a Jahgire
called Kotla near Ghyleer Dera.

The Karmatees inhabit the purgunah of Sakuda between Tarachee and Tatta,
they are under a chief called Ibraham Khan and muster 7,000, they were formerly

at enmity with the Jokhyas, but are at present at peace. They furnished the Ameers
with 4,000 men in their wars,
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By these details the combined authority of the Hyderabad and Khyrpoor
Ameers is found to extend over a lac and two thousand irregular Baloch Infantry,
not that this number could ever be collected. Indeed 60,000 by the Hyderabad and
Meerpoor Ameers and 30,000 by the Khyrpoor Ameers are all I think that could
be collected for a combined effort; a Subadar of Artillery who had served the Ameers
for 20 years said “Give me two Regiments of Regular Infantry, 2,000 Cavalry and
10 guns, and I would pass from one end of the country out at the other without
giving them time to form a head or draw their boasted swords.”

The Jaths inhabit the Jattee Purgunah about Magrahbee, their Sardar’s name
is Malak Ghulam Haassain, they owe allegiance to Meer Mahommad, they amount to
12,000 altogether in family feuds, including those in service in Cutch and Warai,
whence every other man comes to join his brethren on emergency, but in the Meer’s
feuds only 800 present themselves at muster, they are friends with the Logharees
who have agreed to assist them with 8000 men when called upon.

The Changs were formerly at enmity with the Jaths, their Sardar's name was
Sher Khan, they muster 900 men and are under Noor Mahomed.

With a view to perfect my information in the time I had fixed to allot to the
Sindhian Army, I despatched with Captain Burnes’ permission two of the most
intelligent cossids I could procure from Shikarpoor, with orders to proceed through
the mountains to Curachee, their route will be found (No. 1) in the accompanying
routes. At Peer Alee the mountains commenced there they encountered the Gabols
500 with Biland Khan under Meer Noor Mahomed, and the Bhutanees 700 with
Sahib Khan.

Under the Brahmn and are, present at war at Rindhs 400 with Bhawal Khan
under Noor Mahomed, Gopanges 300 with Izzat Khan under Noor Mahomed, Jama-
lees 300 with Bhawal Khan, Rindhs under Noor Mahomed, Narees 600 with Mohbat
Khan, Marees under Meer Rustam, Khosas 400 with Jam Chatta under Noor
Mahomed, Bulfat Noomryas 6,000 with Malt Ahmed Khan, the whole of which
force is present in family feuds, while they only furnish the Ameers with 3,000 in
their wars. .

Loharanees 500 with Nujan Khan, in whose favor the original leader, Ahmed
Khan, resigned.

The Jokyas with Jam Meer Ally under Meer Nasseer amount to 5000 in family
feuds, and furnish the Ameers in their wars with 3,000. The Jokyas are mnot
professed thieves as the Noomryas and Barpats are, their quarrel with the Noomryas
has been settled by the Ameers who have ordered them to intermarry. The Karma-
tees are-7000 under Ibraham Khan at Sakuda; they are not at present at war. In
the whole Noomrya country they never saw a man at prayers, Quite the contrary
among the Jokyas, who have Mullas and school masters.

. Total of Baloches
in service.

Estimation of an
invading force by a
native.

Jaths 12,000.

Employed 800.

Changs 900.

. Order of Tribes
in the Mountains
between Shewan aud
Curachee.

Good Character by
the Jokyas,



Produce of the
Purgunahs of Sindh.

How disposed of.

Government com-
missariat.

Produce of the
Khyrpoor territory.
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The following list exhibits the Government share of the produce of the different
pergunahs, generally 2-5th or its value. In the Delta rice is the entire produce with
a small proportion of jar.

Names of ——

Belonging ———— No. of Kharwars or

Purgunah to their value
Kakrado ——— Nasseer Khan 7000
Purgunah to their value
Daba Dareja Sobdar 10,000
Meerwah ditto 2,600

Sagra ” 6,000
Joddee- — Widow of Meer Kurmaly — 8,000

Gardee - —— Noor Mahomed 900

Tatta ditto 52,000 rupees
Hilaya ditto 6,000 rupees —_
Jirk — ditto ————— 27,000— ,,

2,000 Kharwars —————
32,000 rupees

Bhatora ————— Meer Ally Morad
Chhejo -——————— Nasseer Khan

Manjar —— Meer Mohommed —— 6,000 Kharwars

Jattee ——————— Noor Mahomed —— 32,000rupees

Pilizar - 4—Ameers 900 Kharwars

Doondie ————— Sayad Haiz Shah 600 ditto

Dhattee ditto 2,000 — ditto

Mattariya —————— Nasseer Khan 2,000 »

Lakhat - 4—Meers 4,000 »

Ghittoo ——————— Moosa Khatryan 25,000 »

Samtyanee 10,000 — ,, ————ee—

Bagan Sobdar 4,000 »

Irikar 6,000 ”

Muradee 6,000 »

Mehar— 6,000 o

Ladkhana 1,25,000 rupees———
, Sabzil Nasseer Khan 2,000 Kharwars

This share of the produce is partly distributed to Jahgirdars and garrisons or
stored for the next year to be sold for exportation. Itremains in charge of the Vot~
warees of districts in store houses or is merely heaped up in the fields, and covered
with a weather proof coating of mud and straw. When the rulers call a force out
not exceeding 2,000, they provision them from their own stores, a seer a man per
day, otherwise they give them allowances of money.

The value of the grain produce in the Khyrpoor territory is as follows :

Nonshera Kandera, «eeeeeeeccerancanens cesesesnesnnsenane . 20,000 rupees.
ROl'ee, 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 (XX} 22,000 ditto'
Gadhee, «eeecrcerscercrrecrsocssercrsaescsaserisense cesses 17,000 ditto.

Lathagagdee, 000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000 15’000 ditto.
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The grain is sown in the beginning of August, after theswell and reaped in
October, the second crop, generally wheat, is reaped in April. The rice is exported
to Cutch in November, and wheat is exported to Mascat in January from Curachee.

The character of the four Ameers are summed up in as many fancy titles
conferred on them by their subjects Noor Mahommed, Daulut Madar, the abode
of wealth; Nasseer Khan Taizrasan, the bounty bearer; Meer Mahomed Aleejah
Sirkar, our august sovereign.

Meer Sobdar Hashmat Madar, the abode of stateliness—and of the Khyrpoor
Ameers they say: Ally Morad Jangmen, war for Ally Morad; Meer Mubarack
Jangmen, extravagance for Meer Mabarak.

Meer Rustam, bhang men, bhang for Meer Rustam.

FORTS.

Omercote. Extracted from Captain Burnes’ Geographical Memoir of Southern
Rajpootana.

A mud fort 120 miles N. W. of Veerawara in Parkur, five hundred feet square,
having a strong round tower at each angle and six smaller square towers on each

face.

The walls are about 40 feet high constructed of earth mixed with camel hair.
The only gate is on the eastern side and is protected by an outwork. The force
kept at Omercote (1831) varies from two to four hundred men, water is to be had
every where near the surface, the town of Omercote is half a mile distant from the
fort. In 1836 the waters of the Indus swept away the N. W. tower of the fort.
There is a narrow branch of the Indus a gun shot to the west of the fort, it
has about 20 feet of water in it during the three or four months of the inundation.
It is the place of deposit for the riches of the Ameers of Sindh who captured it in

1813 from the Raja of Joudpoor.

Islamcote. Described in the same paper. This fort lies 45 miles W. N. W. of
Veerawar in Parkur amongst sand hills. It is 70 yards square, built of burnt brick
with walls 30 feet in height and having a tower at each angle. There is but one gate
way which is on the eastern side, the village is about 350 yards S. W. of the fort.

Curachce. According to Colonel Pottinger and Captain Maxfield, Curachee town
lies a considerable distance from the anchorage and the channel to it is narrow and
very shoal even for boats at low water, the fortifications of the town are very mean
and irregular, being in some places not above five or six feet high and even there
80 broken down that a horseman might ride to the top of them while in others they
are lofty and kept in excellent repair, the whole are built of mud and straw, and on
the side towards the creek which flows up from the head of the harbour the works
are faced to a certain height with masonry.

U
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of Sindh.
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Curachee.



Curachee bay from
Capt. Maxtield.

Hyderabad.

Powder Magszine.
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A fort buyilt in 1797 on the promontory that forms the western side of the
bay is judiciously placed to defend the entrance, and if good cannon were mounted
on it and well served, Colonel Pottinger, supposes that no ship could approach it
with impunity and certainly not with effect, for her guns would require to be so
greatly elevated to avoid striking the brow of the hill that nine shot out of ten would
pass over aund fall into the sea on the opposite side. The same circumstance would
undoubtedly screen her from the fire of the fort, but as she would be close under the
hill her decks might be cleared by matchlockmen who would be completly protected
by the masses of rock, and therefore in the event of its ever becoming necessary to
take this place, the only plan would be to land troops at some distance from it and
carry it by escalade.

To enter Curachee bay keep over on the western side and pass round the fort
point, at the distance of one half or two cables’ length, steering about N. N. W. and
having crossed the bar on which is one half and quarter fathoms at low water, steer
directly for the sandy point which you will perceive three quarter of a mile to the
North of the fort point on the western side of the bay and from the bar; a N. N. W,
half W. course will carry you near it, keeping the lead going, round the point as close
as you prudentlycan in order to avoid the extremity of a large bank on theeast side of
the bay, which to the northward of the abovementioned sandy point juts out to the
west, and reduces the width of the chaunel to little more than a quarter of a mile;
therefore having passed the sandy point keep as close as possible to the western
shore and anchor with the fort about S. S. E. in 4 or 4} fathoms.

Doctor Lord who visited Curachee this year says, that in the fort mentioned
there are eleven guns, which could have no effect on a vessel going into the harbour
owing to the partial degree of their depression—there was no garrison when he first
arrived, but a few days after 13 men arrived to defend it, after passing the fort however
there is a 3 gun battery level with the water. There is no road from the fort to the
town the ground being a marsh. There is no hard road when the tide is out from the
landing place to the town which is then 3 miles distant; the only hard road by which
troops when landed could approach the town is from the east, but the possibility of
landing there has not been ascertained by sounding.

Hyderabad. ‘This fort has been described so often that it must now be as
familiar as Fort William. The houses are inhabited by the Meers’ household.
There are no mounted guns on the ramparts but there are 12 dismounted, 9 and 12
pounders, and about 50 more lying half buried throughout the fort of all sizes,
under the former. Meer Nasser Khan buried some good guns a few years ago in the
foundation of a new house ; there are as I have mentioned before, 7 field pieces on
carriages before Meer Khusra’s door. The treasury is in a large isolated tower in
the fort visible from without. One circumstance of the greatest importance in all
description of forts has not I believe been hitherto ascertained; viz. the position of
the powder magazine. It is situated under a bungalow of the Ameers built on a
tower outside of which is a stone enshrined, said to bear the impression of Aly’s
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hand, attached is a sketch altered from that in Captain Burnes’ travels through
Bokhara, to suit the lowest state of the Talelee river, and to shew the posi-
tion of attack to be where the' suburbs approach the works, for it would be a miracle
if the Sindhians thought of defending them. This position might easily be made
firm for a more regular attack in case of the failure of the escalade, which probably
would be made on storming the heights by the officer in charge of the attack.

The fort of Deejy called Ahmedabad is situated on the range of hills that run
on to the River Indus at Rooree, it is 10 miles from Khyrpoor from which place
there is an excellent cart road, as well as from the south from Rampoor and
Gambat. It was built by the present Ameer’s father Meer Sobrab, it is one of the few
enclosures that deserve the name of a fort in Sind. It is situated at the southern
extremity of a double summit and is the contour of a small amphitheatre of slight
eminences about 200 yards from the foot of a nondescript outwork, that takes up a
part of the south face of the hill which is of sand stone; these eminences are connected
by a single mud wall pierced with loop holes which seems constructed for no other
purpose than to practice enfilade fire on, there is only one small ramp at one end
by which men could mount to man them. The outwork is evidently thrown out to
cover a large tower of which the Meer seems particularly careful as it is said to
cover his treasure of three crores. The fort on the south side has an elevation of
150 feet from the plain, the wall is in some parts 24 feet, in others 18 feet, and is
constructed of burnt brick pierced with loop holes, but no embrasures. The first
sight of this fort would serve to fix the point of attack in the north side, where I
should never anticipate that it would be necessary to erect batteries for the
Baloches would never trust to their forts, when their numbers were strong enough
to resist an escalade. I therefore consider this fort could be taken in time of war by
escalade; it would I am convinced be only used as a place of safety for the women of the
Ameers; if however the treasure were not to be removed, a guard of Baloches
however strong, could not long oppose their boasted sword to DBritish powder, and
any few cannon they might have could not be moved round the rampart to oppose
us. I tried to get a description of the interior when at Khyrpoor but found that the
architect was dead and his son was now a Khaskehy of the Ameer and not a likely
person to keep my secret. This fort has no flanking fire and on that account it
would require more of our men to man it than could be spared from such a force as
would be deemed sufficient and correctly so to overrun Sind; it would however be
advisable to remodel it, if it were intended permanently to establish a garrisen in
the country.

Annexed is a sketch.

The powder magazine is at the foot of the highest tower on the south side a
little to the right marked by a flag on the sketch.

The Fort of Bakkar is situated on an island in the Indus between Roree on
the east bank and the village of Sakkar on the west, near to the latter; it is
conveniently situated and if remodelled would be an excellent station for troops, it
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is built in the usual manner partly of burnt and partly of unburnt bricks, and its walls
are 30 and 35 feet high, and the elevation of the Island on which it stands above
the river is 25 feet; it is loop-holed and has a weak parapet, on the east there is
an unfinished faussebraye without a terreplain acting merely as a screen to part of
the Fort walls, it looks however imposing from without with its turrets and loop-
holes; there is a low parapet wall on the west. Itis commanded by the city of
Roree where an enfilade battery would be advantageously erected to cover the
occupation of a small Island to the north of the Fort, well screened by large trees
from which island the escalading party could cross with no difficulty, as there is
no current. There is at present a garrison of about 10 men and 1 gun on
the ramparts, which have been partly destroyed by its discharge. The inside is in
ruins there being only a few huts and a bungalow of the Ameer of Khyrpoor, the
magazine in time of siege.

The Sindhians have a knowledge of sand bag batteries, and of driving galleries
which they support with frame work in loose ground.

(Signed) R. LEECH.

STRENGTH OF THE DAOODPOTRA ARMY.

The country over which Bhawalkhan rules is called Ubho in contradistinction to
Lama or Sindh. Its boundaries are Subzel Kot, the river, Bhatta, Bhatneer,
Khyrgad and Norat. It yields 9 lacks of Revenue according to the following scale:

Bhawalpoor and dependencies.....cceeaiernennieananns ceseenees 1,253,000 Rs.
Ahmedpoor. e.ucieeiececiiiniiniieicinniieiecnisnteitaeiiantensencnnne, 64,000
Khanpoor........ cessesretteisanttnistntaenancancssssniens sarsanssnecas 46,00<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>